CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 12, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Riley, Spartz

Members absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Jen & Reese Frederickson

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve the minutes of December 12.  Motion approved 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of dog kennel and licensing

Jen & Reese Frederickson are considering a move to Sandstone but inquired about the required permissions to house and care for their four dogs.  They are aware that the City under its Animal Control Ordinance only allows for three dogs but if the Council were to change the ordinance they are asking if the Planning Commission would consider allow the kenneling of dogs.

The existing ordinance does not allow kenneling of dogs as a use anywhere in the city limits.

The discussion included existing issues with dogs inside a city; how do you differentiate between breeds of dogs; how do you make an ordinance that fits those that take care of their animals and those that do not; and how do you monitor and license dog ownership.

The general consensus of the Commission that if there were reasonable limits placed on the number of dogs, that a breeding operation not be allowed, that there be a minimum parcel size (like with farm animals) and that there be some annual license process and inspections that they would consider allowing this as a conditional use.

The Fredericksons were encouraged to discuss with the City Council a possible change in the Animal Control Ordinance that would allow more than three adult dogs under certain circumstances.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Project Updates

Township

Sandstone Township did adopt a Comprehensive Plan and a Zoning Ordinance.  Copies were in the Commission’s packet.  Effective upon publication which is this week. 

Hospital – Financial feasibility work was to be completed by April 1. There was a new method of reimbursement that has caused a need to redo the study which means the planning will not be done until June or July but it will improve the ability of the hospital to finance itself.

There are discussions going on about an assisted living project on the hospital campus site. 

If the hospital can find a way to have the facility built by a private firm and leased to them it will provide the City with the ability to use Tax Increment to pay for the necessary infrastructure.

Old School – EDA will meet with its attorney in April to discuss the remedies available to the EDA to either get the owner to cure the default or to foreclose.

Rail station – Feasibility study is completed.  Preferred option by the consultant is for there to be a station at the Mille Lacs Band casino with the City becoming the site of a cleaning facility and a rail station.  Nothing is yet finalized.  

New School – Owners have hired an architect to do the design work necessary to create the separations required to continue operations.

Golf Course – Preliminary design work and a grading work plan is completed.  The Golf Commission is reviewing costs to determine what might be accomplished with volunteers.  With the Course continuing to lose money the City is determining whether this new investment will create a break-even operation.

Free Church property – the Church is moving forward but they have not yet hired their planner.  The City has made them aware of its timeline for the installation of infrastructure whether the Church is ready or not. 

PUBLIC HEARING - none

OTHER

Staff pointed out that the Planning Commission will need to set aside some time once the Hospital announces its plans to build to review the Comprehensive Plan in light of the development plans and issues.

The Well Siting Study will be presented to the Council in April.  The Commission will review zoning and land use as part of the wellhead protection program that will need to be implemented.

They should revisit the city’s extension of its subdivision control to the six parcels of the Township and discuss any impact.

ADJOURN
Motion Hilty, second T Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 7:50 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

