SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 2, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Jody Johnson, John Kern, Tim Franklin, Ramon Buzo 

                                     Jr., Deputy Gary Frehse, Christine Ripley, Robert Harbolt

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the agenda for September 2, with the addition of 12D-Consider participation in Initiative Foundation Healthy Partners Program. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Closed Session for Union Negotiations- 6:00 to7:00 p.m.

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to direct Staff to provide scenarios to include pay increases, health insurance and other benefits over the next number of years. Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He stated that there were a total of 111 calls. 17 were medical-1 of which was a dog bite-4 were animal complaints, 1 was a civil matter, 8 were thefts, and 1 was a citation. Andrews asked Frehse for his opinion on reducing the contracted hours for law enforcement within the City of Sandstone. Frehse replied that he believed it to be a crime deterrent when there are officers seen around town. He noted that public safety is not something you can “see” like you can see a new building, but the expenditure of public funds for public safety makes a big difference in resident satisfaction. Atterbury asked Frehse how many of the total calls he personally had responded to.  Frehse estimated around a quarter of them. 

Christine Ripley, who had previously appeared before the Council, inquired again as to the progress on a settlement for cleanup of her basement. Griffith thought that somebody from the insurance adjustor firm had already spoken with her husband. 

Jody Johnson noted that the cement pad was down and ready for the skate park equipment which will arrive shortly. 

Robert Harbolt, History Center and Arts & Homes, presented the Council members with a signed letter expressing opposition to deconstruction of the Old School Building. He also provided the Council members a packet describing some of these organizations’ activities and possibilities for the building. Griffith responded by informing him that the EDA is the building’s owner and suggested that Mr. Harbolt might attend the special meeting set to discuss the inspection of the Old School the next day.  

Stadin wanted to remind the Public that there is an ordinance that does prohibits storage of campers on the street, as he had seen some being stored in that manner. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for August 19. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

There was none.
FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $57,615.64. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Chamber of Commerce Request

The Chamber had previously requested that the City amend its 2009 budget to add back the $3,500 which had been deleted when the City experienced LGA unallotment. The issue has been discussed at the previous Council meeting with several members concerned with the legality of spending public funds in the manner the Chamber was intending. Tim Franklin, Chamber Secretary, now provided the Council with examples of how the money might be used to support the Chamber’s activities as well as promote the City. 

Atterbury stated that he was under the impression that his personal donation in 2009 was to help replace the deleted line item. He expressed a desire to reinstate this line item in the 2010 budget. Edmond once again stated his opposition to the use of public funds for most of the Chamber activities Franklin had given as examples. He did agree with the City footing the bill for port-a-potties or other sanitation/safety expenses. 

Jody Johnson mentioned that the money in the past was provided to the Chamber for the specific purpose of funding the Quarry Days coordinator and Chamber secretary positions in an effort to market the City. Franklin noted that initially the City anticipated an LGA unallotment of $68,000 but that the actual cut was only $47,000.  

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to amend the 2009 budget to add a line item allotting ($ 835) 1/3 of the original $2,500 to the Chamber of Commerce for direct marketing purposes only. Motion carried 5-0.

Herdina Right-of-Way acquisition 

The City has been unable, to this point, to negotiate an agreement with the Herdinas for .51 acres to be used for street and utility purposes in the development of the new hospital campus. The Attorney is suggesting that a new written offer be made which would be the same offer with some clarifications. Staff will proceed following the Attorney’s recommendation. No action taken by the Council. 

Bandstand Restoration

John Kern, Bandstand Restoration Committee, appeared before the Council submitting a request for permission to undertake the re-wiring of the Bandstand in time for Octoberfest. They have been promised a grant from LSFCU but the monies will not be paid until completion of the project. They are requesting permission to proceed and $283 from the City which will be repaid when they receive the grant. 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to allow the Bandstand Committee to proceed with the electrical improvement listed in their request and that the City agree to make up the difference for $283 for the electrical work. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Special Events Permit-Octoberfest

The Chamber has submitted an application for a special events permit which would allow the use of the Train Park for Octoberfest on September 26. They are also requesting that the City pay the costs for the port-a-potties. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the Chamber of Commerce special events permit for Octoberfest and to pay for the port-a-potties in an amount not to exceed $300. Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Department equipment purchase

The Fire Department recently purchased a new Jaws of Life and, due to a deal from the manufacturer, are requesting that the City purchase the Spreader and Simo Pump this year also. The original cost was estimated at $ 18,625 but the manufacture is offering the spreader and the pump for $ 9,571.

The Relief Association has done fundraising and will donate $6,600 towards this purchase. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve the purchase of the Spreader and Pump for the Jaws of Life equipment in 2009 with $6,600 being reimbursed to the City from the Relief Association donations. Motion carried 5-0. 

Inflow and Infiltration

Because of some of the recent sewer back-up problems, the MPCA will be scrutinizing the City’s sanitary sewer system in the near future and will pay particular attention to inflow and infiltration. The stick the MPCA carries is that in order for the City to obtain a permit for any expansion to the City’s system, the City must develop a plan to reduce I&I in the system. The City’s Engineer has suggested three steps the City can take: Inspect manholes (typically the largest source of inflow) and identify problems and costs, televise the sanitary lines in the City, particularly older line but starting with the lines west of Highway 23, and amend existing ordinances to prohibit, with enforcement teeth, the discharge of sump pumps and/or floor drains into the sanitary system. 

SEH has submitted a proposal to review with PeopleService the City’s manholes with an estimated cost of $4,800. Griffith noted that these costs would be paid out of the Sewer Fund. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to authorize SEH to begin review with PeopleService of manholes as per their proposal. Motion carried 5-0.

Initiative Foundation Healthy Partners Program

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to authorize a representative from Initiative Foundation Healthy Partners Program to give a presentation in October. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of the special EDA meeting September 3, at 4:15 at which they would tour the Old School Building and discuss its future. 

HE also reminded the Council to hand in their Administrator’s Review to the mayor. He also mentioned the following workshops: October 1-2-DEED Development Conference, and October 1-LMC Regional Meeting in Princeton. He noted that he had an August newsletter from the Chamber, and an Emerald Ash Borer update.   

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

2010 Budget

Griffith reviewed for the Council the following items for consideration for the 2010 budget: Personnel-full time position in Public Works; Capital Improvements-I&I work on the Sanitary System, 2009 Improvements List revisited, Storm Water rate increase; Fire Department-repayment by City into the Building Fund; Levy limits; Debt-Wagon Bridge Road being added to the refinance of 2002 Improvement Bonds and an equipment note for Golf and Fire Departments; Other-Upgrades to the Council sound system, expenses for the Old School ownership and maintenance, Golf Course future, Wild River levy; Law Enforcement contract; and Insurance Package. 

He noted that negotiations with the Sheriff’s Department resulted in a split of the proposed 14.29% increase into two years, each year experiencing a 7% increase in costs. This would translate into a dollar increase of $8,000. 

Griffith explained that he would recommend a levy increase to cover costs not known now that should be known before the Council must set a final levy.

ADJOURN

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:47 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

