CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

September 12, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Riley, Spartz

Members absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Liaison Edmond

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion L. Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to approve agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L. Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve July minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS
Project Updates

Staff updated Commission on various projects.

Hospital – committee has recommended that if a hospital is built it will be built in Sandstone.  Current feasibility work is to put numbers to services to be provided.  Expect that to be completed in three to six months.  Discussed related issues to utilities and how costs for assessments and trunk area fees will impact surrounding parcels.

Township – discussions will continue about extending planning and zoning.  Council considering extending utilities to west side of Interstate but need to make sure there is clear way to pay for those costs.  Commission stated they felt that access to utilities only be provided to those properties inside the city limits.

Free Church – they are slowly moving ahead.  They have been made aware of the fact that the City is proceeding with utilities to the hospital site and that there will be costs to their parcel.  These costs force development of entire parcel.

Park & Rec – the Council budget discussions have lead to the Park & Rec Commission preparing projects and costs for probable referendum in the spring.  Could include RV camping in Robinson Park.

Golf Course – closing with Hazel Vork and engineer is working on grading and drainage plans for course improvements.

Chris Food Center had Open House tonight.  Positive comments were made about the building façade and layout.

Ashley’s Addition – Mike Johnson is considering a model yet this year.  Plat is completed and awaiting signatures.

Rail station – plans proceeding to prepare information, drawings and cost estimates for consideration by Mille Lacs Band.

East Central Schools considering the costs of a feasibility study to extend municipal water to their building.  Implications to land use if line runs to school and who would be allowed to connect to the service.  Commission restated no services without annexation.

PUBLIC HEARING – none

NEW BUSINESS

Directional Signage

Local business are requesting that directional signage be put up along Main Street to direct traffic to their place of business. The Commission was directed by City Council to provide additional consideration and a recommendation to the Council on how to respond tot he request.

There was discussion about what kind of sign and where it would be located.  How necessary would the signage be in such a small downtown. Could location create a safety issue?  Could or should they be located on the decorative light posts?  Should they be generic or business specific?     There was no consensus

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to recommend to City Council that only signage to be allowed on City property would be single direction sign stating additional businesses one block.   Motion approved 3-2.

Dissenting opinion is that each individual business be allowed a sign at each corner.  Another opinion by member voting in affirmative is that generic sign (flowers, music and not specific business name) would be acceptable.

Towers for residential electric generation

Staff made Commission aware of a trend for requests to locate towers in residential areas for purposes of erecting windmills to generate electricity.   Current City code would prohibit this type of tower in any residentially zoned district.

How would the Commission respond if a resident living on acreage would request a change in the ordinance to allow such a tower?  There was a general discussion of the pros and cons of towers for these purposes.

No action requested or taken. 

ADJOURN
Motion L. Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 7:59 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

