PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

May 12, 2005

Members present: D Barsness, J Crowe, D Dybvig, K Gregg, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  

Secretary Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:47 p.m.

Motion Dybvig, second Gregg to approve minutes from April meeting.  Approved 4-0.

Review improvement and development plans

Robinson Park

Member Barness reported that a workday is planned for Saturday, May 21.  It will be from 8 am to noon with hot dogs and pop served.  There will be a news article and mention on Channel 13.

The bathroom fix up is planned and material and paint bought.  Work will be done on the 21st.  There are very preliminary plans to develop an outdoor shower.

We expect several groups to help with the clean up and these groups have permission to camp overnight thus helping find and develop good camping sites.  Barsness also talked about the groups providing us with safety gear and training in exchange for be allowed to ice climb.   

Rec Area

Mary Ellen Dewey made some calls about rock picking.  The equipment we hoped to use is not available but Kevin Carlson and Harvest Christian School would consider doing a rock-picking bee in exchange for a donation.  Others expressed interest when this event is organized.

Former Hockey Rink Area

Petry provided examples of two styles of horseshoe pits.  The Commission agreed that two units would be a good start but that the Commission needs to plan the whole area so that allowance is made for benches, picnic areas, etc.

Train Park

Petry expressed some concern about the location and amount of space the Veterans Memorial will take up.

She is still gathering costs for improvements to the kiosk.

Other

There was a discussion about the need for more picnic tables and perhaps benches.     Dybvig reminded the Commission that Thrivent has a program wherein they will pay for the materials if people are organized to construct them.   A member wondered if this couldn’t be done as a “competition” with a prize or trophy given to the picnic table judged best.  Teams would get materials and assemble off site and then bring to the park for judging and awards.   Member Gregg and Lee Dybvig will organize the event.

Member Crowe suggested exploring the idea of setting up Friends of the Parks organization to help support and fund raise.  The advantages of such an organization were discussed and Crowe will investigate further.

KREEC

Griffith mentioned that the 4-H apologized for not being able to attend but that they were very interested in working with the Commission and doing some projects at the KREEC site.

The first project would be to paint the building to prevent further deterioration.  Griffith stated that because of the height of the building, he is proposing that the repainting be hired out.

Barsness and Crowe volunteered to meet with the forester to work out contract details for the logging.

He also handed out plans for an accessible outhouse.  4-H will be approached about constructing this facility with the funds to be received from logging.

There was discussion about other activities that could take place on the site.  Staff reminded the Commission of the need to get some things accomplished now so that support and funding can continue.

Staff will come up with aerial views of some of the sites that can be used for planning purposes.

Next meeting is June 9.

Members were reminded of their homework for this next meeting.

Adjournment

Motion by Dybvig to adjourn, second by Petry.  Approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

