PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

December 17, 2007

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Gregg, Richardson

Staff: Griffith

Others: Stadin – Council liaison; and Gene LaLonde, Snake River Land Planning

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Colsrud, second Dybvig to approve October minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

The object of the meeting is to add, subtract, discuss and start to prioritize the project list.

Park Projects

Robinson Park

Based on survey work done it shows that an RV park is very likely not feasible. 

Commission felt that we should look again at developing primitive camp sites – south of the parking lot with fire rings 

Bathroom is still the top priority.  Other projects would include tree and brush removal and improvements to river access such as landing improvements.  There is possible DNR funding for some of these improvements.

The improvements to Old Wagon Bridge Road will need to happen to prevent further deterioration to the road.  Not providing a fix to the water run off problems could result in severe restrictions on vehicle access to the park.

Johnson Park 

The plan is still for a small child play area for children aged up to 10 years old.  This would require fencing to keep children out of the street.   

There needs to be some improvements to the picnic shelter to make it more user friendly.

Recreation Area

The project would be divided into three phases with the only change of moving the play area into Phase 1.

Phase 1: complete first softball field; build second softball field; bathroom/concession building; parking lot; and a play area for children

Phase 2: sand volleyball; picnic shelter

Phase 3: basketball court; hockey rink; tennis courts

Lions Hill

The suggested improvement to add base and level the skating area was accomplished this year.

Member Barsness was asked to help find a hockey net so that we can determine what interest in hockey there might be.

Angle Park
The Commission felt that the City should buy the land and install the security fencing so that the park money could be used for improvements.

Member Richardson felt that some of Angle Park should be saved for the creation of a winter ice skating rink.

The projects will still include a picnic shelter, horseshoe pits, skate board park and a reuse of the existing building probably for storage. There were some questions about the number of skate boarders in town.

KREEC
The project includes making building improvements, building an outhouse, building trails, developing gardens and designing an RV park.   

Betsy Danielson was unable to attend to present a more complete plan.

Commission was reminded that there are funds available for these improvements from the logging work that was done.

New Hospital site

The Commission recommends to the Council that the creation green space should be required in the development plan for the site.

Chris Grocery store 

Suggested uses would be to acquire the building for a community center and indoor recreation area for kids.

The reuse is up to the owner.

Golf Course

The projects for the golf course are to finance the improvements presented on the drawings, to irrigate the fairways and to build a driving range.  A consultant is currently developing plans and cost estimates for these improvements.

Train Park

The projects are to build permanent food stands for local groups.  One issue with food stands is that it will take up a lot of room.  Member Richardson pointed out that the park could become too crowded preventing any real use of the area.  Another issue is the probable requirements for running water and bathrooms.

A permanent bathroom was discussed and would still not be a priority.

The other improvements would be to upgrade the electrical and to add a sidewalk and decorative streetlights to the park thus making the park area accessible.  

Other

Next step is to start putting some costs to the projects so that the Commission can start the prioritization process.   

Tree Board

Member Barsness requested staff provide a report on the funds available to the Tree Board at the next meeting.

Adjournment

Motion Gregg, second Dybvig to adjourn meeting at 7:53 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

