SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 2, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Tina Doornink, Deputy Frehse, Brandon Devlin, Robert Harbolt.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for February 2, 2011 with the deletion of 9A-Declare December 25, 2010 traffic control bill uncollectable. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin noted that at 5:30 the lights on Main Street were off. Bonander mentioned that ice climbers were still coming up, and that good comments were being made about Robinson Park. Atterbury reminded everyone to make use of the Arrowhead Transit, otherwise it would leave. He noted that having Arrowhead has not hurt his business at all, and that he encourages people to use it. Brandon Devlin mentioned that when the plow trucks came through, they weren’t plowing deep enough, and ruts were forming. 

Deputy Frehse gave his report. He noted that there were a total of 115 calls. These included 34 traffic violations, 10 medical, 4 alarms, 1 burglary, 9 civil matters, 3 damages, 4 domestics, 4 thefts, a few frauds, and a few parking complaints. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for January 19, with the following correction: Under petitions and complaints, change from “2 individuals from Delaware” to “1 individual from Delaware.” Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9B-Approve Fire Department policy of no pool fills. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $56,494.92. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Fire Formula-changes in calculation

Staff again brought before the Council several options for reducing the fire protection costs for the city and the townships. The first option would be to reduce the Building Fund contribution by 50%, or by $4,933.60. The second option suggests reducing the amount of Equipment Fund contribution by reducing the amount from short term equipment by 50% or about $10,000 for payable 2011. Staff noted that the Truck Fund has money in it that should a truck need to be purchased, the City is prepared to go after a grant and have a good match for the grant. 

Bonander suggested that they take all this information to the Fire Formula meeting for discussion. Atterbury commented that the townships don’t really care where the money gets cut from, their concern is that the service costs are so high. Staff noted that service costs are what they are and the costs to the City and townships are higher than Hinckley’s, for example because of the size of the tax base to tax for the costs. 

Consensus is to discuss at the Fire formula meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

Pay Equity Report

Every two years the City is required to complete and file a Pay Equity Report. The final step in the submission of the Pay Equity Report is for the City Council to approve the 2011 Pay Equity Report. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the 2011 Pay Equity Report. Motion carried 5-0.

Street and Utility Improvements

The City previously made a prioritized street and utility projects list, and had a feasibility study done on the top ten projects. So far only number two, Wagon Bridge Road, has been completed. Staff asked the Council members to look over the projects and discuss at a later meeting. 

No action taken. 

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There was a notice of a $17.00 per month health insurance increase from the Union. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reminded everyone of the Fire Formula meeting on February 22. He notified the Council that the City did not get the DEED/TED grant, and that currently there are discussion with DEED to resubmit and phase the project. He noted that the filter at the water plant had a few leaks, but that the filter is still in good condition. However, some repairs will be needed. 

He mentioned the following workshops and trainings: LMC Land use online training, Clean Energy Conference-February, Brownfield Clean up-February in North St. Paul, National Heritage Area-a regional conversation on February 22 in St. Croix Falls, and Protecting the St. Croix-April 5 in River Falls. 

He also reminded everyone that on WCCO Channel Four there was a special on Ice Climbing at Robinson. It will be aired on Saturday at 11 p.m., or Sunday at 5 a.m., and it will also be posted on YouTube. There was a brief discussion of some actions at the Legislature.

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 7:58 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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