PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

March 27, 2006

Members present: D Barsness, K Colsrud, D Dybvig, S Richardson 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  Doug Marshall

Vice Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

Motion Barsness, second Colsrud to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

Motion Colsrud, second Barsness to approve May minutes.  Motion approved 4-0.

KREEC

Griffith reported that the logging is complete and that the amount received was $49,363.08.  The only expenditure out of that amount was $ 1,    for the painting of the building.  All of the funds have to be spent on the site.  The possibilities are endless.  The Commission has talked about making the building handicap accessible and also the construction of a handicap accessible outhouse.  There has been the discussion about RV parking, camping areas and trails.  The initial issue is brush control now that the area is logged.  If the brush isn’t addressed it will negate many future uses.

Doug Marshall had proposed doing an Eco-Farm on the airport site and would like to propose a similar project for the KREEC site.  Mr. Marshall provided some background information about himself and outlined his previous proposal.  He would use animals for brush control and tick control.  This option would mean that much fewer dollars would be spent on brush control and there would be more time to determine what the future use or reuse of the area should be.

Consensus of the Commission is that Mr. Marshall shall prepare a formal proposal for the KREEC site for Commission review.

Robinson Park

The first Saturday in May (the 6th) is clean-up day at the Park.  This is also Community Clean-Up Day.  This will also be the first official meeting of the Climbing Advisory Committee.

There is a draft climbing management plan which sets policy for ice and rock climbing in the park.  The committee’s job is to make recommendations to the Park Commission for their review and approval.  The second draft has been reviewed by the City’s insurance and the outstanding issue is the determination if there is a different liability issue between “natural” ice and “farmed” ice.  There has been correspondence with the Historical Society about this use and their response was shared.  They want to make sure that nothing is done to detract from the historical aspects of the park.  Any management plan needs to be sensitive to this.  There was information provided about Ouray Colorado and what they have done to use ice climbing as a tourism vehicle.

A second point is camping in the park.  The Commission was careful to make a distinction between winter and summer camping.  There are winter camping locations which would not be appropriate in the summer.  Creating camping areas also means consideration of additional parking areas.

Climbing in the park also means the need for the ability to do vertical rescue. A number of Fire Department members took a forty hour training class.  The climbing groups are assisting with fund raising for vertical rescue equipment.

Possible improvement projects include the road and drainage improvements along the road, stabilization of the wagon bridge abutments and preservation of the gin pole.

Community Service Projects - FCI

The FCI is currently cooperating in undertaking Community Service Projects.  This would allow inmates to perform certain types of work out in the community.  The Commission needs to consider possible projects that could take advantage of this source of labor.  Members would have to take training to be able to supervise such an activity.  Commission members are to come up with possible projects to consider.

Small child play area – Johnson Park

Member Dybvig has received some playground information but the material has no costs listed.  She had requested general plans for a $5,000 to $7,000 small kids playground but has not received a response as of yet.

Other

There was a brief discussion of money available in the budget and how it can be used.  Staff reminded the Commission that they can do their own determination because they did submit a three year plan to the Council.  They need to prioritize.

There was also a reminder that some of these projects need to be considered as more long-term and to be logical in how and where it determines it wishes to spend it funds and energies.

Next meeting is April 17.

Adjournment

Motion by Barsness to adjourn, second by Colsrud.  Approved 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

