SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 1, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Deputy Frehse, Stevie Jo Beck

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda with the addition of 9I – Request to close Old Wagon Road for Quarry Days.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Request for camping privileges on City property – Stevie Jo Beck, a student working with a summer youth work program, appeared before the Council to request that the students be permitted to camp overnight on City property.  There will be 9 students and 5 adults involved in this effort to raise awareness of area homelessness.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve overnight camping for one night on City property for the summer work program students and their adult chaperones.  Motion carried 5-0.

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 67 calls for the City of Sandstone during the month of July.  He noted a break-in, without damage, on cemetery property to which another officer was called.  He also mentioned that a certain party, which previously generated a significant number of calls, had moved out of the City.  He felt that the City’s nuisance call ordinance was effective.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson reported that a resident requested that the City address the growing accumulation of stuff around the exterior of the thrift store building.  Griffith responded that Staff will follow up on this issue.  Gene LaLonde, Chamber liaison, reported that the location choice for the hanging flower baskets had become an issue, but that generally there was positive feedback on their appearance.  He also noted that there was an increased number of vendors and more entertainment scheduled for Quarry Days than previous years and that the fireworks were being donated by Americana Fireworks, Inc.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 18, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Physiques Conditional Use Permit Revocation
Motion Johnson, second Stadin to open the public hearing at 7:21 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Staff pointed out that the Wrights currently have a contract with Kiminski Paving to do the required work at the end of August.  He requested that the public hearing be continued until first meeting in September.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to recess the public hearing regarding the Physiques Conditional Use Permit until the first meeting in September.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve Administrator vacation week of August 19th; Approve Administrator attendance at Storm Water Regulation Workshop, October 23 in St. Paul; Approve Fund transfer – Fund 320 to Fund 401; Approve billboard lease with Quality Home Center for Golf Course sign; Approve contribution of $300 to St. Croix Scenic Byways Committee; Approve Administrator attendance at NAHRO Conference – September 20 & 21 in St. Cloud; and Approve closure of Old Wagon Road for Quarry Days activities.  Motion carried 5-0.

Bonander recused himself from discussion and vote on the remaining consent agenda items.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept the remaining consent agenda items as follows:  Approve off-site temporary Liquor License - Gaslight – Quarry Days, Approve excluded bingo activity for the Chamber of Commerce – Quarry Days.  Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $150,768.91.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

2007 Curb & Gutter Project – Award of Contract

The Council had previously authorized advertising for bids for the 2007 Curb & Gutter project.  Only one bid was received and it was for substantially more than the engineer’s estimate.  The City Engineer reviewed the bid and recommends that the Council reject the bid and rebid the project.  Gene Lalonde added that he would recommend that the project be rebid this year as the costs will certainly rise next year.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to reject all bids received for the 2007 Curb & Gutter project and further to authorize the rebidding of the project this year.  Motion carried 5-0.

Water line repair claim

Matt & Deb Ludwig experienced a water leak at 329 First Street, the repair of which cost $600.  They are claiming that the City is responsible due to faulty installation by the City’s contractor during the 2002 Water Improvement Project.  Dave Barnick, PeopleService, witnessed the repair and provided a written statement to the effect that the City’s contractor did err which resulted in the current leak.  The work is no longer under warranty from the contractor.  Several Council members voiced the opinion that the City ought to compensate the Ludwigs for their expenses.  Edmond suggested that the City contact the original contractor and provide the opportunity for it to stand behind its work and reputation.  

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to compensate Matt & Deb Ludwig for the water line repair work at 329 First Street in the amount of $600 due to contractor error on the 2002 Water Improvement Project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Off-site directional signage

City sign ordinance restricts the number and location of off-site directional signs.  The City has received a request for an off-site directional sign for a downtown business and the logical location would be on City property.  Johnson stated that the City would do well to assist in the marketing of local businesses.  Bonander pointed out that a standardized directional sign for a number of local businesses is common in other communities.  Edmond suggested referring the issue to the Planning Commission for their recommendation.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to refer the issue of off-site directional signage to the Planning Commission for discussion and recommendation.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, PeopleService operations report – July 16, Golf operations report – July 22.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the 6:00 p.m. August 15 workshop at the Golf Course.  He also requested input for the 2008 budget.  He mentioned the regional meeting on August 28 at Braham regarding the impact of aging on communities, that quotes are being sought for repairs to City Hall, that a Pine County Transit Advisory Committee is being created and that the September utility billing will include the option of automatic payment.  Additionally, he notified the Council that the drainage project at Highway 123 and Old Military Road is being undertaken in cooperation with MNDOT.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to recess the public portion of the Council meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Closed session for union negotiations.

Mayor called Council back from closed session at 8:03 pm.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to direct Staff to respond to the union in writing.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

