SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 2, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Edmond

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Finance Officer      




Newey

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Carl Nordquist, Irene Sandell, Laurie Gluesing

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the agenda for June 2, with the addition on 9I-Set Public Hearing for Temporary license for sale of intoxicating liquor during Quarry Days by Sandstone Area Lions and 12D-Consider Relief Association request to increase retirement benefit from $1,750 per service year to $2,000 per service year. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Carl Nordquist, Althoff and Nordquist, presented the 2009 Audit noting that the City has total net assets of $13.8 million and total liabilities of $7.8 million. He notified the Council that there were “no significant deficiencies in this year’s audit.” He reminded the Council that if the Golf Course continues to lose money, the State can mandate that the City sell it. On the other hand, even though Wild River apartments are losing money, they will eventually become an asset. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Irene Sandell came before the Council requesting that they reconsider their decision to not donating to the Summer Swimming Program. She pointed out that Community Education had already completed several fundraisers and also that the swimming program provides employment for several youth as lifeguards. When she could not provide a specific number of Sandstone children participating in the program, Kester pointed out that it would be helpful to have better record keeping. Bonander reiterated that the Council has supported summer youth programs in the past and would be willing to support the swimming program if other entities were also participating. He stated that he had spoken to at least two other entities who were willing to participate but had not been asked this year. Sandell was unaware of this situation. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to donate $400 towards the Summer Swimming Program, contingent upon $200 being donated from two other communities whose children are included in this program. Motion carried 4-0.

Tim Franklin mentioned that on Memorial Day, there had been no water at the cemetery. Griffith responded that sometimes the pump loses its prime, and that nobody had been sent to check up on it. Atterbury refuted allegations that several years ago he had attended a Hinckley fire call in an official capacity as a firefighter after having some drinks. Deputy Frehse reported that there were 119 calls for the month of May. He also noted that there had been no arrests made as of yet for the vandalism to the Veterans Memorial.   

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Resolution 2010-14, premise permit

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Laurie Gluesing, CLIMB Theatre, appeared before the Council requesting a premise permit to conduct charitable gambling at the Gas Light Bar with any proceeds funding a CLIMB Theater production at the school which addresses issues of bullying, harassment, substance abuse, etc. She noted that the company has been doing production in Hinckley and is scheduled for the Sandstone Library. Stadin asked if the program content had met any objections. Gluesing responded that the programs were well accepted. Atterbury asked how the charitable gambling would function, and Bonander responded that the permit is essentially a thirty-day license for a vending machine. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2010-14, a resolution approve premise permit application for charitable gambling. Motion carried 2-1. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for May 19. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Set June 16, 2010 Public Hearing at 7:15 pm on bow hunt regulations for 2010, 9B-Approve vacation for Administrator for the week of June 20, 9C-Approve advertising for RFP for snow removal, 9D-Approve hire of Bradlee Armstrong for Golf Course groundskeeper position, 9E-Approve participation in DNR invasive species grant application-in kind match of $1,000, 9F-Approve Special Events Permit for the Rapids Riders, 9G-Approve reinstatement of Jeff Gaede to active status with the Sandstone Fire and Rescue, and 9I-Set Public Hearing for temporary license for sale of intoxicating liquor during Quarry Days by Sandstone Area Lions.  Motion carried 4-0.

Atterbury recused himself from the vote of Consent Agenda Item 9H.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept Consent Agenda Item 9H-Approve Resolution 2010-15 to accept donation of transportation services from Attaboy’s Taxi. Motion carried 3-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $25,463.59. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Union contract

Griffith reviewed the most recent changes to the language of the Union Contract. One area of change concerns the grievance process. Atterbury was concerned that the 14 day time-period allotted for written notification of a violation is too long, and thought that maybe the Supervisor or Union Representative should be notified within 72 hours. Bonander pointed out that some “grievances” will take care of themselves if there is a time interval for internal resolution. After considerable discussion, the Council member decided that the language was adequate on the grievance issue. Atterbury also pointed out Article 10, section 4, which states that an employee who works a holiday receives double time plus 8 hours of holiday pay. Stadin questioned Article 17, which lists the wage rates. He felt that the rates should be appropriate for the employee, not the position so that experience and education can be taken into account without the City being required to pay a certain wage based on the position.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the language of the 2010-2011 Union Contract, subject to removal of the last line of Section 4, Article 10, relating to holiday pay, and subject to final approval of the City Attorney. Motion carried 4-0.
2010 Street Projects

Griffith reviewed the proposed list of Street Improvement Projects. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to authorize Staff to get quotes for chip sealing on Quarry Place, Eisenhower, Minnesota-Court to Grant, Grant-Highway 123 to Jefferson; and overlays on Washington-Palisade to Pine, Division-Palisade to Pine. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

SWCD cost share improvement project

The City has the opportunity to participate with the local soil and water conservation district to undertake some water quality improvements in Robinson Park. Two possible projects are block placement to improve the canoe and kayak access, and a soil wrapping erosion control project. The City’s participation would amount to 25% of the project plus engineering costs. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury, to approve the two proposed soil and water conservation projects at Robinson Park, provided the SWCD contributes 75% of the costs of the project and if the total engineering costs are under $1,000. Motion carried 4-0. 

Set Public Hearing

The Council is being asked to set a public hearing to consider amendments to the litter and noxious weeds ordinances. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to set a public hearing for July 7, related to City Code, section 635/Litter and 640/Noxious weeds. Motion carried 4-0. 

Relief Association Request

The Relief Association is requesting that the City approve an increase in the retirement benefit from $ 1,750 per year of service to $ 2,000 per year of service.  

Motion Stadin, second Kester to deny the Relief Association’s request that the City approve an increase in the retirement benefits. Motion carried 4-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave his report. He reminded the Council that there was a special meeting set for June 15 at 6 p.m. with Mark Ruff. He noted that Eric Degerstrom was granted leave from the Fire Department for military service. He also mentioned the following workshops and trainings: LMC Annual Conference in St. Cloud-June 23 and 24, and DEED in Pine City-June 21.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adjourn at 9:22 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

_______________________________________________






Rene Stadin, Deputy Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

