CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 30, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
Gafkjen, Hilty, Riley, Spartz, Stadin

Member absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Council Liaison Gafkjen

Others present:
Alfred and Margaret VanderHeyden, Rusty Alexander

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion Spartz, second Gafkjen to approve agenda. Motion carried 5-0. 

APPROVE MEETING MINUTES

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve October 11 minutes. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Conditional Use Permit

There is a proposed reuse of a building in an area zoned Business Service.  All uses in this district require a conditional use permit. Margaret VanderHeyden attended the meeting and presented her plan for the use of the building which would be a thrift store. Mrs. VanderHeyden would be taking various donations for the thrift store. She believes it would help out the community since there is nowhere close to get clothing and it will be very cheap. A Public Hearing needs to be set. 

Motion Riley, second Hilty to set Public Hearing for December 13 at 7:15 pm.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Potential Purchase of land by City – Tire and Lube Property

Potential Sale of land by City – City Garage

The City is considering the acquisition of the former Tire and Lube property to use as a new City Garage. 

If the City were to purchase the Tire & Lube property if would propose to split the parcel on which the City garage sits and offer for sale the south portion with the existing garage building.

The Planning Commission must comment on any sale or purchase of property.  They stated that this would not be in conformance as it would be an industrial use and the area should stay commercial. The consensus was that the use for the Tire & Lube site would not meet the goals of the City Comprehensive Plan.

Potential purchase of land by City- playground

The Mayor has proposed that the City consider purchasing or swapping land for the former elementary playground with East Central Schools. There are four lots for sale for $55, 000. The Comprehensive Plan calls for this area to be developed as a blend of commercial and residential housing to create a transition area. 

The City Council took action to defer any consideration until the Spring. 

OLD AND CONTINUTING BUSINESS

Consider Zoning Ordinance amendments

The Planning Commission wanted to review the uses in each district and they agreed that at the next meeting they would look at boundaries for each of the Districts and review.

Highway Business (B-2)

All conditional uses will become permitted uses with the exception of seasonal produce stands which would remain a conditional use.

The conditional uses requirements would be made a performance standard for a permit. 

The other change would be to have no minimum square footage requirements for general retail or professional/medical offices.

Medical Business District – (B-4)

Take the Freeway Business District and make it the Medical Business District.  The District would make the hospital and related services and medical services and medical professional services as permitted uses and essential services as a conditional use.

The conditional use requirements would be made a performance standard as a written impact statement.

There would be no other permitted or conditional uses.

Interchange Business District (B-5)

Take the proposed Transitional Business District and make it the Interchange Business District.  Permitted uses would include liquor establishments, eating establishments, general retail and professional office space and vehicle sales and service.

Conditional uses would be recreational equipment sales, essential services, seasonal produce stands, motel/hotels and entertainment and recreational facilities.

Conditional use requirements would be made a performance standard as a written impact statement.

The proposed Industrial District will be reviewed at the next meeting.  

Staff to make changes and mail copies out to Commission members to allow review before next meeting.

Project Updates

Family Dollar Store – Final occupancy inspection to be done Monday or Tuesday. They are in the process of hiring people. 

Craig’s Project – Ashley Street is completed and Lincoln Avenue will be completed next year. Store foundations work in progress. 

New MNDOT Garage – Nearing completion and is the expansion of the County Building.

Hospital Project – About four months, Apr. 1, feasibility report out. I have signed Option Agreements on 35 acres. 

Other

Annexation – Staff told Planning Commission that as soon as Hospital announces location City will begin discussions on annexation.

ADJOURN

Motion Hilty, second Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 8:34 pm. Motion carried 5-0. 

