PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 19, 2006

Members present: D Barsness, K Colsrud, D Dybvig, K Gregg, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  Betsy Danielson, Randy Atterbury

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud, approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud, to approve May minutes.  Motion approved 5-0.

Funding Opportunities

Staff reviewed the funding request to the Sandstone Lions Club and announced City had received a $1,000 grant from Lakes State Federal Credit Union.

There was a short discussion about other funding options for the skate board park including donations cans and perhaps a raffle for a good skateboard.  Charlene and Jody Johnson will work on organizing a Parents Association.

KREEC

Betsy Danielson, a horticulturalist and landscape planner, presented her general proposal for a template on how to develop, redevelop and re-vegetate the site.   She walked the Commission through the proposal including the goals and the design program.    There were a number of issues that would have to be reviewed and discussed before certain actions could take place.  The Commission was in general agreement with the intent and goals of the proposal and will study for the next meeting and consider a contract with Ms Danielson at that meeting.

There was discussion about trails and various uses for the site and which could be accomplished yet this year.  There will be a need to set priorities and develop funding requests and ask for Community Service workers to help implement.  If trails are a priority one activity for Ms Danielson could be to pursue DNR funding as part of the contract.

Skateboard Park

A top of the line park for the area size we have would be $65,000 to $70,000.  There is a company that sells kits with all the hardware for $12,000 and we would have to assemble and provide the wood.   Commission could use $5,000 of its funds to put with the $1,000 grant and be about half way to purchasing the kit.  There are several businesses that will donate.

Mayor suggested that all resources be concentrated on this and just get it done.  The Commission felt it was important that there be community buy in into the project and that all park areas need to be considered.

There was a discussion about how to advertise the need and market the park.  Staff replied that he was sure the Courier would do an article if  there were parents and kids to be interviewed.

Robinson Park

The Climbing Management Plan has been revised and then approved by the City Council.  There was a short review of the Plan and what is required of the Commission. The Community Service Project with the FCI went very well and all wanted to do another such project in Robinson Park.  Staff reviewed the LMCIT memo about signage.

There will probably be another Community Service project in the park in the fall. 

Rec Area

Staff told Commission that the Free Church is considering the development of two softball fields on their property yet this year and are considering turning over the fields to the City.

Member Dewey reminded Commission of necessity of considering continuing action at the Rec site because of previous funding received from the Lions Club.   There are still funds available from the Softball Association for more work on ball fields.

Staff mentioned that someone is considering volunteering design work for the Rec area.

Johnson Park

Member Dybvig again discussed the costs from one company for a play area of about $8,000 not including installation and the site prep work. There was a general discussion about priorities for funding.

Homework

1. Review KREEC proposal and consider priorities

2. Ideas for Community Service Projects 

3. Spending priorities

Next meeting

Next meeting is July 10.   

Tree Board

Member Dewey asked about the replacement of the two dead trees in front of the parking lot.  She believes that they are still under warranty from Happy Lands Tree Farm.  Staff and Petry to call.

Adjournment

Motion by Petry to adjourn, second by Dybvig.  Approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

