CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

May 12, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R. Frederickson, L. & T Gafkjen, Riley, and Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, Hilty 

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council liaison Bonander




Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to approve minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.

UPDATES

No new information on the final approval of the Meadow Woods Final Plat.   There is no new progress on the Hospital project.   Kanabec Hospital has purchased the clinics in Mora, Pine City and Hinckley.

The NLX passenger rail project is proceeding.  Council member Bonander went to Washington D.C. to assist with the lobbying and came back from the trip with a suggestion that Sandstone try and get Talgo, the Spanish manufacturer or rail cars to visit Minnesota.

Talgo will be in town on Monday and the City will be proposing our two sites to them for maintenance facilities.

The NLX is finalizing some issues with the Federal Rail Authority (FRA) and if completed, NLX will be able to complete the programmatic environmental impact study (PEIS).

This could be done by the end of the year and would identify sites for stations and maintenance facilities.  NLX has also received word that it is in line to get the necessary $ 55 million in federal funds late this year which would allow NLX once the PEIS is completed and adopted to start actual engineering and design work.  

The consultant hire by the City has completed a “fit” study to see if City Hall, Library and Art & History Center could effectively fit into the main floor imprint.  City Hall and the Library would fit very nicely.

The next EDA decision is if will spend funds to find out three costs, the costs to demolish the building, the costs to building the same public space at a new location and the costs to renovate the building for public space.  Those numbers would then be used to determine if the community through a referendum wants to proceed with the renovation of the building.

Staff reported that the Council authorized him to negotiate a purchase agreement with Dan Hennum for his property which would create access into the airport property.  He was also authorized to negotiate a purchase agreement with Mike Johnson for his property for use as a new public works garage. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Interim Uses

Staff has provided information about each zoning district and the permitted and conditional uses in each. The Commission decided that they would look a several districts at each meeting.

High Density Residential District has few permitted uses and limited conditional uses all of which are residential in nature.

Initial review is that all conditional uses would stay as conditional uses with no interim uses.

Single Family Planned Unit Development District allows for housing uses.  Whatever the conditional uses or interim uses are in the underlying district would be conditional or interim uses in the PUD.

Initial review is that their review and establishment of each district’s conditional and interim uses would be sufficient and the PUD would not need its own separate list of each. 

Commercial Planned Unit Development District allows for flexible development for commercial uses.  Whatever the conditional uses or interim uses are in the underlying district would be the conditional uses would be the conditional or interim uses in the PUD.

Initial review is that as long as the underlying district is commercial in nature, the conditional and interim uses for that commercial district should be sufficient.  There should be some kind of wording in the District language about commercial conditional and interim uses. 

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to adjourn meeting at 7:50 pm. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

