SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING – Fire Hall

February 12, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Bonander, Stadin 

Members absent: 
Edmond, Johnson

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Fire Chief Peterson, Deputy Chief Andrews

Others present:
Dan O’Flanagan, Nick Harris – Dell Grove Township; Morrie Carlson, Joe Drilling and Roger Volk – Sandstone Township; Gary Koland, Mike Swiridow – Finlayson Township

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Proposed payable 2008 Fire Formula

Staff reviewed the proposed 2008 formula.    

Fireman showed attendees turnout gear and air pack.  Staff and Fire Department pointed

out the large increase in the costs of this needed equipment.

Sandstone Township raised the first issue with the September 24 call for a fire at the

Mosbek residence.  They pointed out that the location is in Finlayson Township.

    Formula to be adjusted to delete 9 hours from Sandstone Township and add 9 

    hours to Finlayson Township hours.

The next issue was false alarms from North Woods in Dell Grove Township.  The 

Township was not aware that there had been 8 false alarms as they had only been 

notified of one false alarm. 

This lead into a discussion about the billing practices of each township in regards to fire 

calls and the City offered in this case to bill North Woods direct or to bill the township 

for them to use to bill North Woods.  It is in everyone’s self interest to reduce the number 

of false alarms.  When paged for North Woods fewer and fewer firemen are showing up 

in response.  Dell Grove Township will be having further discussions and will notify the 

City of any policy changes.

Staff then informed the attendees about the current City policy of charging fire 

suppression costs to East Central Schools and the FCI.   It is based on a calculation of an 

hourly rate based on total billed fire hours and operating costs.  City is still discussing 

with East Central Schools about continuing to charge on a per hour basis or including 

them in the Fire Formula just like all others.  These discussions are on-going.

There was general discussion about city policy on lock boxes for commercial 

properties.   City recommended the township consider such a policy if they have 

applicable properties in their jurisdictions.

Another general discussion was on use of Building Fund monies to pay for cost of an 

alarm system needed for the Fire Hall based on a mock OSHA inspection.  Staff will be

recommending to the Council that thee use Building Fund dollars.  Townships should 

express their opinions to the Council. 

Staff also pointed out in the formula that for purposes of determining the costs to charge 

to each participant for the Building Fund the policy ahs been to change the valuation 

amounts every five years.  In 2006 the valuations changed.  The formula as presented 

uses 2008 valuations.   City needs to clarify policy.

Another point of information was that the #1 pumper is now paid for but will still be 

depreciated as part of the Fire Formula.  The pumper will need to be replaced in five 

years as under ISO standards to keep its fire rating the City may not have its main

pumper more than 20 years old .  It is estimated that a new pumper will cost at leasts 

$ 300,000.

ADJOURN

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to adjourn at 7:56 p.m. Motion carried 3-0. 
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