SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 19, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present
Erika Hormillosa, Andy Andrews, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Tina Doornink, Kari Netzel, Arlene Oslowski, Karry White, Marshall Weems, Angie Lupinek

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve the agenda for May 19, with the addition of 9I-Approve entering into contract with State of Minnesota to accept $5,850 in grant funds for purchase and installation of handicap accessible doors, and 9J-Approve excavation and filling permit for Stafne Construction subject to updated map, updated bond and inspection, and the deletion of 11A-Approve final wording-Union Contract. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

LMCIT Insurance Package

Angie Lupinek appeared before the Council to review the LMCIT Insurance Package which is due for renewal.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to renew the LMCIT Insurance Package, to renew the Workers’ Compensation Coverage, to approve Liability Coverage and not waive limits, and to approve No Fault Sewer Backup Coverage. Motion carried 5-0.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

John Kern mentioned that the Chamber would like to thank the City for their support in purchasing the Quarry Days decorative banners. Bonander noted that Paddle Fest went well. Stadin alerted the Administrator to the fact that some street sign posts are being turned, thus wrongly labeling streets. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for May 5, 2010. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Accept resignation of Lawrence Hall from Groundskeeper position at Golf Course effective May 6, 2010, 9B-Approve cemetery deed and receipt of perpetual care payment for: S1/2 of Lot 14, Section F, 2nd Addition-Noordhoek, 9C-Acknowledge that Clarence Wattnem, Wayne Oak, Michale Hruby and Doug Seymour have asked not to be reappointed to the Golf commission, 9D-Approve new appointments to Golf Advisory Commission-Tim Franklin and Chad Johnson, 9E-Approve establishing a restricted cash account in Golf Fund-Course Beautification, 9F-Authorize Fire Department application for FYI 2010 AFG Grant-5% match, 9G-Approve hire of Aimee Dunne for Golf Course Groundskeeper position, 9H-Adopt Resolution 2010-13 accepting donation from AFGE Local 683 $250 for repairs to the Veterans Memorial, 9I-Approve entering into contract with State of Minnesota to accept $5,850 in grant funds for purchase and installation of handicap accessible doors, 9J-Approve excavation and filling permit for Stafne Construction subjected to updated map, updated bond and inspection. Motion carried 5-0.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $51,849.80. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

There was none. 

NEWBUSINESS

Golf Benefits

The Golf Course currently has an unofficial policy that allows the Golf employees and their families to golf for free. While this is standard procedure at many other Golf Courses, at least for the employee, this policy has never been approved by the City Council. 

Atterbury asked about the employees that don’t play golf. Stadin asked about those without families. Andrews wanted to know if this benefit, or a similar compensation, was extended to other City employees. Edmond was curious about how many other unofficial policies the Golf Course has in place, and how much it is costing the City. Kester summed it up by noting that this benefit is not equally extended to all City employees. 

Motion Stadin, second Kester to extend free golf membership to Golf Course employees only for the remainder of the 2010 season. Motion carried 4-1. 

Rescinding resignation request

The Council accepted the written resignation of Andy Andrews from the Sandstone Fire and Rescue during a regular City Council meeting on January 20, to be effective January 31, 2010. Under the bylaws of the Relief Association, he was also automatically removed from the Sandstone Relief Association. On March 3, at his request, the City Council reappointed Mr. Andrews to the Sandstone Fire and Rescue. 

Andrews is requesting that the Council rescind its acceptance of his resignation. Mr. Andrews pointed out that the by-laws of the Sandstone Relief Association are unclear and that a member who resigns in good standing can be reinstated if they have a leave of thirty days or less. He also stated that in his opinion the City should encourage members who have resigned to seek re-appointment if they are in good standing and are capable of doing the job. 

Griffith acknowledged that this is a dilemma. On the one hand, wanting to acknowledge 9+ years of service, and on the other not wanting to open Pandora’s Box. Edmond asked about the Relief Association’s policy. Griffith responded that the resignation only related to the Fire Department, not the Relief Association, since it is a separate legal entity. Kester wanted to know if there were others in this same situation. Stadin responded that he knew of three others who might want to rescind their resignation, but that they would have to go through all the testing requirements. Atterbury asked if the Fire Department had accepted Andrews back. Griffith responded in the affirmative noting that it was the Council that approved his reappointment. Atterbury expressed concern that if the Council rescinds Andrews’ resignation and considers it a leave of absence, this action will cause friction within the Fire Department. Andrews responded that there may also be friction in the Fire Department if they don’t. Griffith pointed out that the City is responsible for the financial stability of the Relief Association, and that the repercussions of approving Mr. Andrews’ request or other similar requests might be sizeable. Bonander asked for clarification on whether the City guarantees the pension fund, and Griffith confirmed that it does. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve Mr. Andrews’ request that the City rescind his resignation from the Fire Department. Roll Call vote with Edmond – yes; Kester – no; Atterbury – no; Bonander – no; Stadin – yes. Motion failed 2-3. 

Manhole work

The City advertised for a manhole improvement work and received two quotes. Both companies are well known to the City. There is $15,000 budgeted in Capital Projects for this work. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize a contract with InfraTech, in the amount of $13,835 for manhole improvement work, and to get additional quotes for asphalt. 

Motion carried 5-0. 

Bandstand Renovation

The Council had previously approved the activities of a Committee formed for the Bandstand Restoration project with the understanding that the Committee would submit plans to the City as fund raising and the project proceeds. The Committee has raised considerable funds for this project and is hoping to complete the project before Quarry Days. However, they need and additional $7,897 and is requesting that the City cover these costs with the understanding that additional fundraising will be pursued to reimburse any City funds. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to authorize funding in the amount of $7,897 to the Bandstand Committee with the understanding that all funds will be repaid with additional fundraising. Motion carried 4-1. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-May 11, Planning Commission Minutes-May 12, Golf Advisory Commission minutes-May 10. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received an email from Mark LeBrun, County Coordinator, offering space in the John Wright Building to the City.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

ADJOURN

Motion, second to adjourn at 8:29 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

