PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

May 8, 2006

Members present: D Barsness, K Colsrud, D Dybvig, K Gregg, C Petry, S Richardson 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  Doug Marshall, Betsy Danielson, Leonard Bonander, Jr

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.

Motion Colsrud, second Gregg to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Colsrud, second Petry to approve April minutes.  Motion approved 5-0.

General

Staff reviewed the grant application to Lakes State Federal Credit Union and the funding request to the Sandstone Lions Club.

KREEC

The issue before the Commission is what do we do with the KREEC site now?  

Doug Marshall presented his proposal to do intensive grazing on the site to control brush.  He would bring up cattle and sheep to graze the site with moveable fences to keep them on the move.  Marshall explained a little of the philosophy behind this experiment. 

Commission also asked for cost estimate to disc and use herbicide on the site.

Motion Petry, second Colsrud to move in the direction of intensive grazing for brush control on the site and to develop a contract for review with Doug Marshall.  Approved 6-0.

Betsy Danielson, a horticulturalist and landscape planner, has been asked by staff to develop a proposal to plan for the “re-vegetation” of the site.  There was a discussion about how and where to locate an RV camp site; where to locate primitive camping sites; development of trail system; an inventory of assets; wild flower gardens, etc.

The consensus of the Commission is to continue the discussion with Ms Danielson at future meetings. 

Robinson Park

The May 6th was clean-up day at the Park.  The work done opened up more sites of interest and has made the park much more user friendly.  There was a discussion about control of poison ivy and what areas were to cleared next.   The Community Service Project with the FCI went very well and all wanted to do another such project in Robinson Park.

Staff reviewed the memo received from LMCIT about insurance coverage for climbing.  This memo will necessitate some minor modifications in the Management Plan.

2006 Improvements

Small child play area – Johnson Park

Member Dybvig presented information received from one company for a play area costing about $7,100 not including installation and the site prep work. Staff will make copies and send to all.

Skateboard Park

Member Petry prepared the LSFCU grant application.  A top of the line park for the area size we have would be $65,000 to $70,000.  There is a company that sells kits with all the hardware for either $8,000 or $12,000 and we would have to assemble and provide the wood.   That is the direction that was decided to go with the grant application.   Staff will send out information about the kits to all.

The Commission’s homework is to determine which improvements to make in 2006 with funds available whether or not assistance is received from the Lions Club or from a Credit Union grant.

Next meeting is June 12.   If either funding request comes through the Commission was in agreement that a special meeting would be needed.

Adjournment

Motion by Colsrud to adjourn, second by Dybvig.  Approved 6-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

