SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 7, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Angela DeRungs, Jacob DeRungs, Deputy Frehse, Tim 

                                     Franklin, Wayne Eller

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the agenda for October 7, with the addition of 12F-Union Health Insurance, and 13E-Sandstone Area Country Club Advisory Board Meeting Minutes-October 1. Motion carried 5-0.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Gary Frehse gave his monthly report. He stated that there were a total of 92 calls. There were 13 medical, 3 civil matters, 4 domestics, and 7 burglaries/thefts. He mentioned that he had talked to the kids in the Skate Park and told them to pick up their trash. Andrews asked what the deputy’s thoughts were concerning the milk drying plant building. Frehse responded that run down and non-secure buildings are always a hazard because they draw kids and invite mischief. Sam noted that the signage for the skate park will be up soon and that the Park Commission had discussed whether to light the area at night or not and had decided it was not a good idea. Tim Franklin pointed out that the decorative lights on the East side of Main Street were still working erratically. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Kester, second Andrews to approve the meeting minutes for September 15. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Resolution 2009-31: Accept Lion’s Club donation for fire equipment, 9B-Accept resignation of Jane Grundmeier from Library Board, 9C-Approve appointment of Valerie Palmer to Library Board, 9D-Approve cemetery deed and receipt of perpetual care funds N1/2 of S1/2 of Lot 11, Section C, 2nd Addition-Edmond. Motion carried 4-0, with one abstention.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $171,916.66. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Administrator’s Annual Review

The City Council has an employment contract with the Administrator which calls for an annual review by the City Council. The Administrator asked that a few amendments be made to his contract. He requested a 2.0% salary increase beginning January 1, 2010 and a match by the City of 50% of his deposit into Minnesota Deferred Compensation Plan up to a maximum of $2,250 annually - an increase of $100. 

Edmond stated that the Administrator was doing a wonderful job, noting that he involves the Council as much as possible.  He felt that the requested 2% increase was reasonable. Andrews noted that the Administrator was doing a good job but that he had a few concerns. He mentioned that he would like to see the Administrator’s involvement in other departments, such as the Golf Course and Fire Department.  He also expressed concern that the Administrator needs to maintain professional interaction with residents.  He acknowledged that Griffith is very knowledgeable and that the citizens do not always know what he does.  Unwarranted criticism is part of the job.  Stadin also gave a positive review, although he also was concerned with public perception.  Atterbury praised Griffith’s ability to handle the City’s finances and noted that he had changed his opinion of the Administrator over the past few years of working with him, for the better.  Kester was satisfied with Griffith’s performance. 

Motion Kester to deny Administrator’s request for a 2% pay increase. Motion withdrawn.

Motion Kester, second Andrews to not renew Administrator’s Contract and to deny request for a 2% pay increase. Motion carried 4-1. 

Herdina Right of Way acquisition-Approve Eminent domain action

The City had been unsuccessfully attempting to acquire .51 acres from the Herdinas for street and utility purposes. The Council gave Staff, at the last meeting, authorization to start the condemnation process. However, Mr. Herdina has verbally agreed to a new City’s offer.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to defer action on the Herdina right of way acquisition to allow for a written agreement to be signed. Motion carried 5-0. 

Commercial building maintenance enforcement option

The City Building Inspector inspected commercial buildings and violation letters, per the building maintenance code, were sent out notifying property owners of remedial action to be taken. The City received two appeals to those violation letters and the Building Inspector has ten days to respond. Two of the City buildings were listed with violations and Griffith has requested a list of repairs from the Public Works supervisor. Information only, no action taken at this time.

Request for assistance for water line work

Jacob and Angela DeRungs, 206 2nd Street, are requesting that the City pay for the cost of running a new service from the water main to their home since the current line runs through the neighbor’s house and then near the surface where they experienced freezing problems last winter. Typically the City does not pay for a service line, but this is an unusual circumstance. Andrews asked if there are other situations like this in town. Griffith responded that there are a couple, but this is the worst. Andrews also asked if the project could be assessed so as not to set a precedent for the City financing service lines. Griffith responded that there isn’t time to go through the assessment process if they want the project done before winter. Stadin pointed out that he had a neighbor who paid to run a service line almost a block. The DeRungs have an estimate from Jensen Backhoe which would cost $5,100 from the main to the curb stop and $1,850 from the curb stop into the home.  

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to approve the DeRungs’ request that the City participate in the cost of new service to 206 2nd Street in the amount of up to $5,100. Motion carried 3-2. 

NEWBUSINESS

Improvements at Water Treatment Plant

The City needs some piping modifications at the water treatment plant. SEH reviewed the two quotes that were received. Griffith pointed out that this work needs to be done. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the recommendation of SEH to award the contract for the piping modification work to Magney Construction and to authorize the staff to issue a Notice to Proceed subject to receipt of a signed contract and receipt of insurance requirements. Motion carried 5-0. 

Amend Sewer Use Ordinance

The City has begun initial steps to reduce inflow and infiltration into the sanitary sewer system. One of these steps is to prohibit discharge of “clean” water from sump pumps and foundation drains or roof drains. Inspections would be required. The City Attorney has drafted language amending the existing ordinance. These proposed changes would call for a monthly surcharge, typically $100 a month, for a property owner that does not allow an inspection. 

Tim Franklin noted that the summary publication doesn’t adequately notify the public of the City’s proposed plans. Griffith suggested that educational articles, notifying contactors and summary publication would augment the adoption of this ordinance’s amendment.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2009-04 amending the Sewer Use Ordinance to prohibit the discharge of clear water into its sanitary sewer system and setting inspection requirements and enforcement procedures. Motion carried 5-0. 

Sewer Use Ordinance Summary Publications

In the previous motion, the Council adopted amendments to the sewer use ordinance. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adopt Ordinace 2009-05 which calls for the summary publication of the amended sewer use ordinance, with the understanding that the City will perform additional public education regarding this ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Golf Course

The Council had met with the Golf Advisory Commission for a Workshop the previous night. The Council had a discussion about how to have a break-even 2010 at the Course.  Because the Course needs to hire a new manager, staff was directed to involve the Golf Advisory Commission in setting position job description and to involve them in the interview process.  There was a discussion about how the City could pay for the golf capital equipment request including issuing an Equipment Note or asking for a referendum.  The question of how the Course could pay back the debt was also discussed. 

Consensus was to direct staff to work with the Golf Advisory Commission.  If the Commission is serious about developing a way to manage the Golf Course as a not-for-profit, staff was to encourage and assist.  This direction would impact the capital expenditure financing and the person who may be hired as the manager. The Council also felt that one option to buy the equipment and finance the expansion is to go to a referendum to ask the voters to pay for these costs. No action requested or taken.

Boy Scouts of America 5K run/walk fundraiser

The City has been approached by the Voyager Area Council of the Boy Scouts, requesting that a route for a 5K run/walk fundraiser be allowed in the City. The initial routes suggested created some difficulty as they involved MNDOT and the railroad. Group was going to talk to Gary Bowen regarding use of Golf Course.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to allow Staff to grant permission to use public property and to close any necessary streets if a satisfactory route can be determined for the Voyager Area Council of the Boy Scouts 5K walk/run, subject to insurance and safety requirements. Motion carried 5-0. 

Union-Health Insurance

Since February the City has been paying an increase in medical premiums for union employees. The Council had been notified at the time, but the issue was not discussed. Edmond stated that this is the second time the Union has taken advantage of vague language in the contract and he did not feel that it was done in good faith. Griffith recommended that the increase be paid through the rest of the year, but that the new contract specifically require approval if there is an additional increase. 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to make the increased payment for November and December; that any payment after December be only for the amount in the contract in effect at that time; and, that in the new contract, Article 13 language be amended to state that the City Council has 30 days from the receipt of the notice by the Union of a premium increase to approve or disapprove that increase or otherwise the premium increase is automatically approved if no action is taken. Motion carried 5-0.  

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, Library Board, Community Rail Station Committee, PeopleService operations, and the Sandstone Area Country Club Advisory Board Meeting. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of a closed session for Union negotiations-October 21, and an FCI Community Service project of curb painting and Robinson Park brushing that is underway. He noted that there was a MNDOT Greater Minnesota Transit Plan public hearing October 8 at 3 p.m., a MNDOT Rail Plan meeting October 15 at 5 p.m., a Healthy Communities meeting October 19 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center, and an NLX information meeting October 20 at 7 p.m. in the Askov Community Center. He also mentioned the following workshops: Rural Broadband-Duluth-November 18-19. 

ADJOURN

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:59 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

