SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 19, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hormillosa,

                                    CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Deputy Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve the agenda for January 19. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander mentioned that ice columns had been farmed in Robinson, and that 2 individuals from Delaware and 2 individuals from California had come to Robinson to climb and stayed for a week. Stadin noted that there had been unnecessary snow removal on the school block, from 5th and 6th to Commercial and on Main Street. It has been his understanding that they were only going to remove snow in the business district and he asked Sam for clarification. Sam said that Stadin was correct, but he would check up on it. Atterbury said that he had received several complaints about the snow not being removed on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for January 5. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Atterbury asked that Item 9G be removed and deferred to next meeting.

Motion Kester, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Accept resignations from Commissions, 9B-Authorize ad for Commission openings, 9C-Approve Commission reappointments, 9D-Appoint Erika Hormillosa as recording secretary, 9E-Approve Administrator’s vacation schedule, 9F-Approve a volunteer position-ice rink warming house attendant, 9H-Appoint Tane Finley as probationary fire fighter subject to conditions and to defer to next meeting 9G-Declare vehicle extrication bill for extrication on December 25, 2010 as uncollectable. Motion carried 5-0. 

A/P CLERK’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $489,481.00. Motion carried 5-0. 

 Finance Officer report on Cash Balances was presented

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Golf-sale of assets and land

At the last meeting, the Council was asked to consider using a broker to help sell the Golf Course as a broker can be helpful in marketing and providing confidentiality to interested parties. Staff had presented a proposal from Mission Real Estate with a seven percent commission. The Council asked Staff to get additional information on other possible brokers. Staff looked into finding other brokers and came to the conclusion that most business brokers are generally not interested in a business valuation of less than one million, and so the best option would be to go through Mission Real Estate, unless the Council decides not to use a broker. 

Kester asked why the City should use a broker if they have interested buyers. Staff responded that in the case that the City decided to use a broker and sold the Golf Course to one of the individuals who had expressed interest, the City would not have to pay the broker.  

Tauer asked, for clarification sake, if there would be a fee if the City did not use a broker. Staff responded that there would not be. 

Atterbury asked why the City should use a broker if there are three interested buyers. Staff stated that there were not interested buyers but there were those that had expressed interest in the Golf Course. 

Staff added that for the City to “break even” the City needs $290,000. The question includes does the City accept a reasonable offer even if it is not “break-event” as it would allow the City not continue to operate the Course and lose money. 

Stadin mentioned that he wanted to make sure the Golf Course stays as a Golf Course. Staff noted that the City can place reasonable restrictions on future use but unless the City changes the language in the deed, they cannot force anyone to keep it as a Golf Course in perpetuity. 

He added that the City agreed to a policy to not operate the Golf Course in 2012, so if the City doesn’t sell it or can’t find someone else to manage it, the Golf Course will not open in 2012. 

Bonander commented that if the buyer is qualified, he doesn’t see a reason for why the buyer wouldn’t keep it as a Golf Course. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Mission Real Estate as the Golf Course broker, and to get language from the City Attorney about the City’s expectations for future use. 

Motion carried 3-2.  

NEW BUSINESS

Fire Formula-changes in calculation

Staff noted that the Townships feel that fire protection is too expensive, and that the City would have to be creative in order to lower the cost. He offered some ideas of things the City could do such as: the City is currently putting $10,000 in the Building Fund-perhaps that amount can be reduced to $5,000; the Equipment Fund which is based on the depreciation of the amount of equipment purchased could be reduced although there would be less money for equipment replacement.

Staff noted that while the Council might not like making cuts they still need to consider them. 

No action necessary.

Set date for 2011 Fire Formula meeting

The City Council is required by contract to hold a meeting with township representatives to discuss the fire formula for the current year. The purpose of the meeting is to provide information to Town Boards for use in their annual meeting and budget process that takes place early in March. The Council needs to choose a date for the meeting. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to set the Fire Formula meeting for February 22, 2011 at 7 p.m. at the Sandstone City Hall. Motion carried 5-0. 

FCI Expansion

At the last FCI quarterly Community Relations Board meeting, the discussions revolved around beginning the process of convincing the federal government to build additional units, or a new facility, in Sandstone. The process for lobbying is a long process that requires constant oversight. Community support is vital and requires letters of support. The prison workers union will be sending representatives to Washington in February to begin the process. Bonander noted that he would like to volunteer his time to help with this project.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to give Staff permission to prepare letters and background information for use by people going to D.C. to lobby for a new prison facility to be built in Sandstone. Motion carried 5-0.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to form a special Committee to help with this project, and to appoint Kester and Bonander to this Committee. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park Commission minutes-January 11, Planning Commission minutes-January 12, and the PeopleService operations report-December. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

He noted that there was a Land Use training from LMC, and a Clean Energy Conference in February. He mentioned that the status updates were still being reviewed by the other cities. He added that he and Bonander had been interviewed for an extreme sports show, and that it would be televised on WCCO sometime in February. Bonander noted that it would also be on YouTube and that Robinson Park is one of the few ice climbing spots in MN.  

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:12 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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