EDA December 6, 2006


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 6, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Stadin, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Harold Berg, Gene LaLonde

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Truth In Taxation public hearing

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to open the Truth in Taxation hearing at 6:32 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Griffith provided an overview of the proposed 2007 budget which calls for a 3.22% levy increase.  He pointed out that the average levy increase in other Minnesota cities is over 8%.  He also explained that despite the relatively low levy increase, property taxes have gone up as a result of higher valuations of property, something over which the City has no control.

Tim Franklin stated that a 3.22% increase was not terribly unreasonable, but that the City could do better.  He pointed out that the City had received a 5% increase in local government aid.  He would like to see no additional staff hours at City Hall.

There was no other public comment.

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to close the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse noted that there were 69 calls in Sandstone for the month of November.  

Harold Berg complimented City for prompt attention to complaints of sewer smell on Minnesota Street and noted that there is a drainage problem on his property which will have to be addressed next spring.

The City has received a petition for lowering the speed limit on Minnesota Street from 30 mph to 15 mph; it was signed by residents on the street.  Atterbury noted that the number of speeders has been reduced with more intensive, random enforcement.  He also stated that a speed of 15 mph is unrealistic.  

Bonander suggested that signs be posted at either end of the street indicating the limit of 30 mph.  

Johnson added that a “Children at Play” sign might be helpful in reminding drivers to slow down for the sake of the children.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to direct Staff to investigate the costs and location for placement of speed limit signs and a “Children at Play” sign on Minnesota Street.  Motion carried 5-0.

Bonander reminded the Council and public of the winter festivities in town on Saturday to be hosted by the Chamber, and the various activities associated with Ice Fest in Robinson Park, also on Saturday.

Council member Johnson had to leave at 7:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve the regular meeting minutes of November 15.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Hand checks; Set Public Hearing for 2007 Budget and Levy Adoption for 7:30 p.m. on December 20; Approve 2.1% increase in PeopleService contracts.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Claims

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve and pay claims in the amount of $73,859.33.  Motion carried 4-0.

Operating Transfers

2006 Budget calls for certain operating transfers to be completed by December 31, 2006.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the entire recommended fund transfers for fiscal year 2006.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Service Call Fee Ordinance

Due to issues with repeated service calls to the same address, and out of a desire to enable police and fire protection to be available for all residents, the Council requested that Staff research the possibility of instigating an ordinance/fee for “nuisance” calls.  The City Attorney prepared a memorandum and a sample ordinance from another City.

Bonander expressed concern that the proposed ordinance may not be used appropriately by disgruntled neighbors.  

Edmond questioned the need for a “nuisance” call ordinance and suggested that a review of the Sheriff’s records be conducted before the City proceeds with the ordinance.  

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to direct Staff to request input from the Sheriff’s Department as to how it defines a “nuisance” call and how it would handle the enforcement of such an ordinance.  Motion carried 4-0.

Health Insurance increase

Health insurance premiums for union employees will experience a $50 per month increase beginning in March.  The union contract requires that any increase over the current $700 per month be reviewed by the Union and the City.  The Union has requested that the City increase the cap by $50 per month for 2007.

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to direct the Personnel Committee to consider the Union request and provide a recommendation to the Council before the budget is adopted at the December 20th meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

Survey work

In preparation for potential hospital development, the City is anticipating needing easements on the property north of Highway 23, adjacent to the Gateway clinic property.  The City has a proposal from Snake River Land Planning & Survey, Inc. for survey work on that property. 

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve the Snake River proposal for Easement Exhibits and Boundary Survey work.  Motion carried 4-0.

Sidewalk snow removal

There are currently three different entities plowing snow within the City limits.  Commercial property owners within the City receive different service depending on who does the plowing.  The City’s interest lies in having the sidewalks cleared promptly and thoroughly. 

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to direct Staff to investigate the possibility of clearing the snow with a brush attachment, either as a contracted service or by City personnel, including the costs of staff time and procurement of equipment.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Park & Recreation Commission minutes – November 20; Public Works operations – July 10 through November 13.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

An e-mail was received from the Sheriff regarding traffic enforcement.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and the public of the Budget and Levy Adoption Hearing on December 20 at 7:30.  He also announced a workshop presentation on March 17 for commuter rail service between Duluth and the Cities.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

City OF Sandstone 

EDA Meeting

December 6, 2006

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 8:27 p.m. by Secretary Edmond.

Roll Call

Members Present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members Absent:
Johnson

Staff Present:
Griffith, Hormillosa and Stadin, CATV.

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Harold Berg, Gene LaLonde

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve regular meeting minutes for October 18 and November 1.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Final 2007 Budget

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to adopt Resolution E06-03, Resolution adopting the final 2007 EDA Budget.  Motion carried 4-0.

SANDSTONE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

RESOLUTION E06 – 03

RESOLUTION ADOPTING

FINAL 2007 BUDGET
BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Sandstone EDA, County of Pine, Minnesota, that the following sums be budgeted for expenditure in 2007 by the EDA for the following purposes:

General Fund                                              6,000

Special Revenue Funds
     CED Loan Fund                                     7,000

Debt Service Funds                                    75,700

Enterprise Funds

    Wild River Apartments                             -0-

     Wild River Operating Reserve             100,000

     Wild River Replacement Reserve             -0-

Total Operating Budget                            188,700

The Executive Director is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of Pine County, Minnesota.

Adopted by the Sandstone EDA on December 6, 2006.

/s/ Jody Johnson, Chair 
/s/ Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Lease amendment – Wild River – cats

The EDA determined it would allow cats in the Wild River Townhomes, and was considering the same for the Senior Building if a clear majority of the residents was in favor of such a policy.  The Wild River Committee met with Great Lakes Management who is recommending a $300 per cat damage deposit.  A proposed lease addendum allowing cats was reviewed by the EDA.  

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve allowing cats at Townhomes, non-refundable security deposit of $300 per cat for declawed animals and $500 per cat for cats with claws, limit of two cats.

Discussion ensued about whether the deposit should be refundable or not.

Second by Bonander was withdrawn.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve allowing a maximum of two cats at the Townhomes with a security deposit of $300 per cat for declawed animals and a $500 per cat security deposit for cats with claws.   Motion approved 4-0.

Wild River – incentive

In an effort to increase occupancy at the Wild River apartments, the management is currently offering $150 off one month’s rent for recommending a friend.  The EDA has discussed an additional incentive it might provide.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize an EDA $150 cash bonus for Wild River residents who successfully recommend a new tenant, who signs a lease and moves in, said incentive to be reviewed in six months for effectiveness.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve new fund for Wild River Reserves

Fund 227 currently contains reserves for repair and replacement as well as reserves to assist in bond payments.  These monies should be kept separate.

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to authorize the creation for Fund 231 for Wild River Reserves and to maintain Fund 227 as Wild River Repair and Replacement.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to accept the reports as follows:  Weekly marketing reports and October Variance report.  Motion carried 4-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Gafkjen, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:44 p.m.  

_____________________________________









James Edmond, Secretary
Attest:
____________________________________

Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary
