PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

March 10, 2005

Members present: D Barsness, J Crowe, K Colsrud, M E Dewey; D Dybvig, K Gregg, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  Judy Britton, Tim Raymond, John Kern

Acting Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

Motion by Gregg, second by Barsness to approve agenda.  Approved 4-0.

Motion by Crowe, second by Barsness to approve minutes.  Approved 5-0.

Review priorities of uses, improvements and future development of City parks

Staff reminded Commission that the City Council has set a Workshop session for Wednesday the 16th at 6 pm to review the recommendations and plans of the Park & Recreation Commission.   The purpose of this meeting is to review the priorities and develop a list of proposed activities for this year and next. 

There was a general discussion about what activities or types of activities should take place first.  Colsrud said we should do something that gives kids something to do.  Dybvig suggested those activities which fix us needs and prevent further deterioration.  Barness said that because of the use it has that Robinson Park should have priority.

Staff went around the group as asked them to identify which of the listed activities should take place in each area.

Train Park

Improvements to the kiosk should be done first and the City should be asked to have PW staff do aeration and adding black dirt to the park in the Fall.  Next step is to start planning for a public bathroom.

Robinson Park

The road drainage issue needs to be addressed first.  The City should be asked to include that in its Capital Projects.  Work should continue on removing brush and trees to open up the park and that improvements should be made to the bathrooms to make them useable.  Planning should begin for establishing some primitive camping and for cooperation with a ice climbing group which has contacted the City to promote winter use.

Johnson Park

The swings should be the priority.   The Tree Board should be asked for funds to do some shade tree plantings.  Picnic table(s ) should be built for the Park.  Dybvig suggested that Trivent has a program called Care in Communities which might provide some funds if volunteers are available. Planning should also take place for establishing a small child area.  Any funds left over from this years activities should go to equipment in this area.

Rec Area

The site prep and development of the softball field are the priorities.  Planning needs to begin immediately for the next phase of development for the area.  Tim Raymond expressed interest in seeing tennis courts be developed and Petry would like to see sand volleyball courts.  Groups should be encouraged to form to help with planning and fund raising for these activities. 

Lions Hill

The priority at Lions Hill should be work on the Chalet to paint, stain and fix up.  Perhaps add a bench to the front of the porch.  City Council will be asked to put funding for a warming house person into next years budget.

Hockey Rink 

The Skate Park will need to take care of itself through the formation of a parents association.  The Council will be asked to put up $300 as a match to initial fund raising to be an incentive for a group to form.  Horseshoe pits should be developed in the area and perhaps some tables and/or benches added. These could come from the same activity as adding furniture in other parks.

KREEC

There should be work done on the building to prevent further deterioration such as painting, etc.  The groups that will be suing the site such as 4H and Girls Scouts will be encouraged to take on some of the other immediate needs such as accessibility and building an accessible outhouse.  Between their volunteers and some City funds for materials these projects and the preservation could be accomplished.  Further the City should proceed with having that portion of KREEC west of Old Military be logged with 4H and Girl Scout being asked to plan for reuse of that property.

Playground and Primitive Play Area

The City and School District have agreed to not decide the fate of the playground yet.  As long as it stays in District hands it can continue use as a playground.  There is still interest in developing a primitive play area, probably at the Rec site but both are more long range activities.

PLAN

It was the consensus of the Commission to present these plans to the City Council as the Commission’s proposals for 2005 and 2006.  We will ask the Council for the authority to proceed with these activities and to spend the funds budgeted for them.  Dybvig, Petry and Colsrud volunteered to help present.

There was a brief discussion about whether or not to pay people to do some of these tasks.  The consensus was that volunteers usually do a better job more efficiently because they want to see it happen.

Staff also mentioned to the Commission that the City is supporting the development of a Neighborhood Watch program and that members should consider volunteering to provide watch to park areas.  Members will be notified of next meeting.

War Memorial

John Kern presented the Commission with a drawing of the proposed war memorial to be located in Train Park.   He explained design, estimated costs, fund raising efforts and what changes would be made to the Park such as trees that would need to be removed.  Commission thanked  Kern for the information and asked that he keep the Commission informed  of progress.

Other

Tim Raymond again expressed interest in seeing tennis courts developed in the Rec Area. The Commission explained that they too would like to see courts but that for them to become reality there should a group of interested people formed to plan and fund raise for the courts as the Commission would provide the land.  He was invited to participate in the Phase 2 planning for the Rec Area.

Staff was asked to invite the ice climbing group to the next meeting.

Adjournment

Motion by Dybvig to adjourn, second by Petry.  Approved 7-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

