SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 7, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde, Chelsea Kitley, Jeremy Wurpts, Mike Mendiola, Gary Frehse, Kari Netzel, Tina Doornink

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the addition of 9H—Appoint Jen Frederickson to Planning Commission, and 12I—Request from Chamber of Commerce for funds to help acquire a trailer for a new float.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Facilities Plan— Public Hearing
Jeremy Wurpts, S.E.H. engineer, presented to the Council a summary of the waste water treatment facility plan.  He reviewed the possible alternatives that were considered and provided the recommendation that the City build a mechanical treatment facility with a total project cost of approximately $15 million. He also provided a possible project schedule which would begin construction in summer of 2009 for an operating date of December 2010.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to open the public hearing at 6:50 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.  

There were no comments from the public.  Johnson wondered if the City had enough land at the proposed sight for the recommended plan.  Griffith responded in the affirmative.  Atterbury asked if the recent expansion at the existing ponds benefitted only the FCI.  Griffith responded that the FCI financed the pond expansion and that the City did not incur any new debt for that project.  Edmond asked if operation of the proposed oxidation ditch will meet future environmental requirements.  Wurpts responded that environment concerns are primarily focused on phosphorus output.  Johnson also questioned the funding source.  Griffith responded that the City will be responsible for 100% of the project costs.  He also pointed out that there is 1.25 million in the Capital Improvement Fund.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:07 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to recess the Council meeting for the EDA meeting at 7:08 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Mayor called the Council back from recess at 7:23 pm.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse provided the Council with the April report.  There were 123 calls including 22 medical.  Most of the calls were domestic or damage to property.  There were 10 calls from the CLC, having to do with an alarm there.  

Edmond mentioned garbage at the lift station and behind the townhouses on the trail down to the river.  Bonander commented that garbage is dropped there because of recent clean-up efforts and tourist activities at Robinson Park.  Griffith reminded the public of the Robinson Park clean-up day on Saturday, May 17th, and that County clean-up day is the same weekend with many items being taken for free.   

Bonander reported on the success of Paddle Fest and announced that 30 hanging flower baskets will be up by the end of May and that the Chamber is donating $1,300 towards the electrical upgrade in Train Park and is granting $750 to the Sandstone Garden Club.  Stadin mentioned the junk accumulating on the property by G & D Auto.  This property used to be used for repairing vehicles damaged in accidents; however it now appears to be a junkyard.  Johnson suggested that Griffith contact the owner to ascertain his plans.   Griffith agreed to visit with and/or send a letter to the owner.  Stadin also mentioned the drainage along Minnesota Street.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set 2008 Deer Control Public Hearing for June 4th; Approve adoption of Resolution 2008-09—Pine County All Hazard Mitigation Plan; Approve sale of cemetery plot and accept perpetual care payment—N ½ of N ½ Lot 14 Section C 2nd Addition; Approve extension of tower lease—2 years—Pine Medical Ambulance--$100 per year; Approve extension of tower lease—2 years—Federated Propane--$300 for 2008 and $310 for 2009; Appoint Jen Frederickson to Planning Commission—open position.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept Dan Sauter’s quote of $305 for the street sweeper surplus property.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept Fred Davis’s quote of $225 for the Ford Ranger pickup surplus property.  Motion carried 4-1.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $89,388.12.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Authorizing Street Light Installation Option—Ashley Street

The City has been considering the installation of a street light at the intersection of Ashley Street and Highway 123.  MN Power was contacted and several options were previously discussed.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept MN Power’s recommendation that the new streetlight at the intersection of Ashley and Highway 123 be placed with an overhead line connecting the new pole to an existing pole on Old Military Road.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider Ordinance 2008-05—Land Disturbance and Storm Water Ordinance

The City currently has an ordinance regulating excavations.  A proposed new ordinance would combine the existing ordinance with additional requirements for management of storm water when the land is disturbed.  The Council reviewed the proposed ordinance and no action was taken at this time.  

2008 Capital Projects—Continued Discussion

The Council has been discussing 2008 Capital Improvement Projects.  Griffith reminded the Council that street reconstruction projects will be listed separately. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to authorize Staff to advertize for quotes for Class V and Manhole projects in the priority order as listed.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to authorize Staff to advertize for quotes for Surface Water Management projects A, B, and C.  Motion carried 5-0.  

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Contract Award and Notice to Proceed for Sixth Street Project

The Council had previously authorized advertizing for bids for the Sixth Street Reconstruction Project.  Seven bids were received.  MSA reviewed the bids and recommends the contract be awarded to Gustafson Excavating. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to award the Sixth Street Reconstruction Project contract to Gustafson Excavating for $67,069.40, to authorize the Administrator to issue a Notice of Award and upon receipt by the City from Gustafson Excavating of all required materials and contracts to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to sign contracts, and to authorize the Administrator to issue the Notice to Proceed for the project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Award of City Hall Remodel Contract

The Council has been considering a repair project for City Hall. Quotes were requested and one was received.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to award the contract to Viking General Construction for $9,361 for the remodel of City Hall south entry.  Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss Additional City Hall Improvements

Administrator Griffith provided the Council with information regarding three additional needed improvements at City Hall: electrical work on the elevator, a handicapped door opener at the library, and heating system improvements for both City Hall and the library.  No action was taken at this time.

Consider Award of Black Dirt Contract

The City requested quotes to deliver black dirt to complete the landscaping work on Minnesota Street and other city projects.  Two bids were received. 

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to award the contract for black dirt to Louie Eiffler for $15 per yard delivered.  Motion carried 5-0. 

An FCI community service crew could be utilized to spread the black dirt in the right-of-way only.  A resident has voiced opposition to having an FCI crew on or near his property.  Johnson expressed the opinion that a city crew should not be utilized to spread the dirt in the right-of-way when free labor was available but refused.  

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to deny authorizing an FCI community service crew to do any of the work involved with spreading black dirt for Minnesota Street landscaping project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider UNISON Proposal

The City has received an offer from UNISON to pay the City a lump sum in exchange for control over the T-Mobile lease on the water tower.  The Council discussed the advantages and disadvantages of such an offer. The city Attorney had provided a memo with information and suggestions.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to respectfully decline UNISON’s offer of a lump sum payment in exchange for control over the T-Mobile lease on the water tower.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider MN Power Franchise Agreement

The City has a franchise agreement with MN Power, which will expire in October of 2008.  MN Power provided the City with a new proposed franchise agreement which would be in effect for 20 years.   The City attorney provided a memo offering information about franchise agreements and making some suggestions.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to not extend the franchise agreement with MN Power, but rather to use the existing Right-Of-Way Ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider Special Events Permit for Moving Wall Display in Train Park in July

The City has been asked to approve a Special Event permit which would allow the use of Train Park for the display of the Moving Wall exhibit, a ½ scale model of the Vietnam War Memorial.  The Council considered the application, with Griffith pointing out that additional information is needed regarding restoration, parking and accessibility.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the application for the Special Events permit for the Moving Wall exhibit subject to: receipt of insurance binder with the City named as an additional insured, receipt of signed indemnification agreement, further explanation of supporting structure impact, explanation of how accessibility will be achieved, and further information on parking and signage.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Request for Additional FCI Community Service Projects

Staff has requested FCI work crew for the following Community Service projects:  Robinson Park clean up on May 17th, Street curb painting – late May and early June, Interchange project – adding additional mulch and fabric.    

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to authorize Staff to request FCI community service crews for these Community Service projects.  Motion carried 5-0.

Chamber request for City donation to provide funds for a trailer for a new parade float

The Chamber needs a new parade float as the current one is unsafe to drive on county and state roads.  To build a new float, a trailer will be purchased for $1,655.00.  Local businesses are donating for the decorations and the City is being asked to participate in the cost of acquiring the trailer.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to authorize an $800 contribution to the Chamber from Non-Departmental – undesignated to assist in the purchase of a trailer for a new parade float.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Golf Advisory Commission minutes – April 30; Fire Department minutes - March 24 and April 28; and Relief Association minutes - May 2.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of the NTI Regional Planning Commission meeting on Tuesday, May 13th at 7 pm at the Senior Center; the County Junk days on May 15th-17th in Sandstone at the County Garage; the County Household Hazardous Waste Day in June in Hinckley; and the LMCIT’s memo on electronic communications between Council members. He also informed it that Lancaster denied the Fire Department’s bid on the rescue vehicle; that Sandstone will host the Rail Alliance Meeting in May; and that the Fire Department is organizing a Fire Explorer program for youth presentation to be given at a later meeting.  He also noted that the trees have been planted at the KREEC site.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:27 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:







Sam Griffith, Clerk

