CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 14, 2007


CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L.Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Riley

Members absent:
Spartz

Staff Present:

Administrator Griffith

Others Present:
James Edmond

Chairperson Riley called the meeting to order at 7 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance 

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion T. Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

APPROVE MEETING MINUTES

Motion L. Gafkjen, second T. Gafkjen to approve February 14 minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Storage at Old High School – response

The Commission requested additional information regarding the volume of wood to be  stored outside for the second kiln. The kiln’s capacity is up to 30,000 board ft or 40 piles with the piles being roughly 4’ x  4’ x  8’.  They plan at some point to build an open structure with a roof to provide weather protection.  The building inspector has some general issues. The Commission discussion was to use the inspector’s memo the basis for setting conditions. 

Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to acknowledge under the existing Conditional Use permit that the temporary storage of wood outside the Nemadji Wood Processing kiln site would be acceptable under the conditions that the storage are be screened as proposed on the submitted drawing; that lumber piles be set back a minimum of 10’ (ten feet) from property lines and a minimum of 20” (twenty feet) from any buildings; an access road shall be provided to all lumber storage areas; that lumber stacks should be stable and self-supporting and stacked no higher than 12’ (twelve feet) in height; that there be no long term storage of lumber is allowed as piles are to be kept on site only for the period of time required for set-up, drying and transportation and that the area shall be kept clean of all debris, trash, sawdust, wood scarps and wood lath.   Motion carried 4-0.

Project Update

The Thorvig project is proceeding.  There should be a building of 5,000 square ft. built for daycare and offices. He is working hard to interest more tenants. 

North Pine Hospital met recently and was updated that the demographic study work is completed and that a subcommittee will meet to pick two options on which to do financial feasibility. A decision is expected in late summer. 

Commission should expect the Vork Property subdivision Preliminary Plat next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS

Review potential land purchase

There is a 4.55 acre for sale by a private party the city is considering buying. It’s a 40 foot wide strip between the city limits and Interstate 35 north of the Interchange.  Any purchase or sale needs to be commented on by the Planning Commission.

Motion T. Gafkjen, second Riley to recommend to the City Council that the purchase of this strip of property would be in keeping with the intent of the Comprehensive Plan and would provide needed controls along the freeway. Motion carried 4-0.

Reviewing Zoning Map – consider boundary changes

Staff will bring maps to next meeting and Commission will start the process of defining which parcels should have which zoning designations.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Motion L. Gafkjen second T. Gafkjen to open public hearing at 7:30 pm.

Amending Zoning Ordinances – creating commercial PUD

The Planning Commission has spent several months reviewing the proposed additions and changes to the Zoning Ordinances. In the Medical Services District there will be an option to use the PUD process but it is not required.  The Planning Commission felt this would provide the flexibility to create the hospital campus that has been envisioned. 

Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to close the Public Hearing at 7:40 pm

Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to recommend to the City Council that they approve the proposed zoning code amendment as presented to allow the creation of a commercial planned unit development. Motion carried 4-0.

Sign Ordinance review

The City’s sign ordinance needs to be updated as it is not in compliance with state law.  Staff handed out memo from City attorney and a copy of the ordinance.  Commission was directed to review the memo and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting before directing a revised ordinance to be drafted.

OTHER

Letter to Sandstone Township: extend zoning controls and possible annexation

ADJOURN

Motion T. Gafkjen, second Hilty to adjourn meeting at 7:50 pm

