SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 18, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin

Members absent:
Bonander

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Tyson, CATV

Others present:
Fire Chief Spartz, Deputy Frehse, Randy Lasky – Northspan, Steve Heth – S.E.H., Greg Anderson – S.E.H., Gene LaLonde – Snake River Planning, Cheri Holm – Chamber Director, Tim Franklin – Pine County Courier, Mark Ruff – Ehlers & Associates, Dave Kennedy – Kennedy & Graven

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Cheri Holm – Ms. Holm provided an update on recent Chamber activities and progress on planning for Quarry Days.

Bonander arrived at 7:20.

Bond Sale – The Council had previously authorized Ehlers & Associates to offer bonds for sale for the financing of the Minnesota Street project.  Mark Ruff, Ehlers & Associates, provided the Council with the results of the bond offering.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-14, Resolution awarding the sale of $315,000 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2007A, fixing their form and specifications, directing their issuance and providing for their payment.  Motion carried 5-0.

Deputy Sheriff’s report - Deputy Frehse reported that there were 56 calls in the City of Sandstone during the month of June.  He also reminded the Council and public that City ordinance does not allow for any ATV use within the City limits.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson mentioned that she had received expression of appreciation to the Council from Marilyn Juhl for Council approval of the handicapped parking spot.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 2, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Lock Box Ordinance 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to open the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Fire Department has requested that the City amend the City Code to require lock boxes on all new construction and existing buildings, with the exception of one and two family buildings.  This would allow the Fire Department access for life-saving or firefighting purposes.

Atterbury inquired as to who would pay the cost of the installation of the lock boxes.  Fire Chief Spartz replied that the property owner would be responsible for the cost of the box.  Tim Franklin asked what the cost of a lock box was.  Spartz estimated that a box would cost approximately $400 – $500 plus installation.  Griffith pointed out that building codes already require new construction to include lock boxes and that the ordinance would only impact existing commercial or multiple family structures.  

Johnson asked who would have access to the lock boxes.  Spartz answered that the Fire Department would be the only entity with access.  He also stated that he acknowledged resistance from some property owners, but that the current situation requires the City and the Fire Department to assume responsibility for security of a building after a break – in for firefighting purposes until the building is secured.

Edmond asked about the frequency of false alarms at commercial establishments.  Spartz responded that false alarms happen approximately 2-3 times per year.

Stadin suggested that lock boxes might be appropriate for habitable buildings with a common entrance and that the Fire Department needs access for lifesaving situations.  

Gene Lalonde stated that a waiver of the lock box requirement would not be practical.

Bonander expressed concern about property rights and suggested that the issue be discussed at an upcoming Chamber meeting.  

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to recess the public hearing at 7:48 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to table the discussion of Ordinance 2007-12 until the Council receives additional feedback.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set public hearing on the Minnesota Street Assessment for August 15 at 7:15 p.m.; Authorize hire of Larry Johnsen as substitute Groundskeeper for the Golf Course; Set public hearing on a Conditional Use Permit for Physiques for August 1 at 7:15 p.m.; Quarry Days – approve parade route, request closure of roads and streets for parade, request closure of County Road 64 for Quarry Days, approve fireworks activity and approve providing insurance, approve requesting Fire Department assistance for fireworks, request Sheriff’s mounted patrol for security; Authorize advertising for quotes on 2007 Curb & Gutter project to open on July 30 and award on August 1; Approve sale of lot and perpetual care – N1/2 of S1/2, Lot 97, Section F, 2nd Addition for McGhee; Approve sale of lot and perpetual care – 4’N of Lot 35, section E, 1st Addition for Lundstrom.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $134,057.21.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for June 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Preliminary Plat – Vork’s Addition

The Council reviewed the submissions pertaining to Vork’s Addition which included a preliminary plat and a Finding of Fact from the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission has held a public hearing.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the Preliminary Plat for Vork’s Addition based on the Planning Commission’s recommendation and on the Finding of Fact.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – July 11, Park & Recreation minutes – July 10, Golf operations – June 26 – July 14.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the August 15th workshop with the Golf Advisory Board at the Golf Course.  He again requested input for the upcoming budgeting process.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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