SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 20. 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Chelsea Kitley, Gene LaLonde, Dave Engstrom, Jill Sletten

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the addition of 12D – Peddler and Transient Business licenses and 13D – Park & Recreation Commission minutes of August 19, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Dave Engstrom and Jill Sletten presented information on the Minnesota Association of Small Cities (MAOSC).  This organization’s mission is “to enhance the quality of life in small cities of the state through advocacy, networking and collaboration.”  Membership in the organization would be in addition to membership in the League of Minnesota Cities (LMC).

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Gene LaLonde thanked the City for its assistance with Quarry Days efforts.  He provided a summary evaluation of the event:  no complaints about the street closing, several complaints regarding lost business opportunities due to the change of the parade route, and positive feedback on the additional family/children’s activities.  He also noted the upcoming Chamber meeting at Jan & Gary’s in the pizza area.  Chelsea Kitley also commented that the numerous kids’ events were well received.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes of August 6, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Appoint Reese Frederickson to the Planning Commission; Declare attached list of Fire Department bills as uncollectible and no longer pursue any collection; Approve gaming permit for a raffle for NR7E Community Based Assisted Living and agree to waive 30-day waiting period. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $185,129.57.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report of July 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Resolution 2008-15 – Fee Schedule – SAC & WAC fees

The Council had previously established that for purposes of the SAC fee, a freestanding single family home equals one REU (Residential Equivalency Unit) and that the Metropolitan Council SAC procedural manual will be used as the basis for determining other volume discharges.  

Griffith provided the Council with a comparison of WAC/SAC fees for Sandstone and the surrounding communities.  Sandstone’s fees are significantly lower than most.  Griffith also pointed out that any change in the fee schedule would not affect existing residential or commercial properties provided the nature of the business remains the same, and that all fees collected would go to a separate account to be used only for capital expenses related to expansion of this infrastructure.  LaLonde pointed out the potential for the hospital expansion in this year.  Edmond asked about the effective date.  Griffith responded that the fee schedule is reviewed annually.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to increase the WAC (Water Access charge) fee to $500 and the SAC (sewer access charge) fee to $650.  Motion carried 4-1.

NEW BUSINESS

Forgiveness of internal loan

The City has an internal loan of $19,066.52 which has been carried on the City’s books since 1989.  The fund to which the loan was to be repaid no longer exists.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to forgive the internal loan from Capital Projects (401) to General Reserves (224) in the amount of $19,066.52.  Motion carried 5-0.

Elevator improvements

In order to comply with new State building codes, the City will need to either install a new elevator or upgrade the existing one by January 2012.  The current cost to upgrade is estimated at $ 7,485.  Griffith pointed out that monies are budgeted in the General Fund for building repairs.  He also noted that some electrical work would be needed before the elevator upgrade could be completed.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Staff to contract with Tyssenkrupp Elevator to complete the upgrades on the City Hall elevator in an amount not to exceed $7,485 and to obtain necessary electrical work.  Motion carried 5-0.

 Membership in the Minnesota Association of Small Cities (MAOSC)

Having been presented with information regarding MAOSC earlier in the meeting, the Council was asked to consider membership.  Bonander noted that additional voices at the state level would be useful in light of the potential hospital and railroad development projects.  He felt that the membership fee was reasonable for this level of lobbyists.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize Staff to include the $1,322 membership fee for MAOSC in the 2009 preliminary budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

Peddler and Transient Business licenses

Current City ordinance has set a $500 fee or for some peddlers a $ 1,000 bond for a permit allowing door-to-door sales within the City limits.  Northstar Steaks is interested in conducting door-to-door sales in Sandstone and has requested that the Council review the ordinance.  Stadin thought that the ordinance was originally approved as a protectionist measure for local merchants.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to amend the Peddler and Transient Business license fee from $500 to $25.  Motion carried 3-2.

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to direct the City Attorney to review the City code relating to peddlers and recommend any changes.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Golf Advisory Commission minutes – July 14; Golf operations report – August 4 and August 18; and Park & Recreation Commission minutes – August 19.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council that the Preliminary budget and levy is due September 15.  Since the regular meetings are scheduled for the 3rd and 17th, a special meeting could be set or the discussion could take place at a 5:30 workshop prior to the meeting on the 3rd.  Council decided that the early workshop was preferred.  

Griffith reported that a letter from the Auditor stated that the Golf operations cannot be included in Park & Recreation, but must remain an Enterprise Fund.  Draft #2 of the Public Works garage space needs study is now available.  

Mention was made of these upcoming trainings:  LMC – Summit on Local Government Aid – Sept in Brainerd, LMC Regional Meeting in Mora on October 22, and a 2009 Minnesota Development Conference in Brooklyn Park.  

Griffith provided the following updates:  the Ashley Street streetlight has run into a permit problem, the test well drilling began today, the work on Spruce Street is underway, the manhole rehabilitation project has not been started, the Fire Department is working on its Personnel policies.  Finally, he noted that archery permits had already been issued, that those desiring to be on the ballot for this fall’s election may sign up on August 26th and that September 9th is Primary Election Day.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:07 p.m. Motion carried 5-0
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith City Clerk

