City OF Sandstone 

EDA Meeting

October 18, 2006

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Secretary Edmond.

Roll Call

Members Present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members Absent:
Johnson

Staff Present:
Griffith, Hormillosa and Stadin, CATV.

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Jane Abrahamsen, Marge Steppa, Josephine Jessen, Vivian Belkholm, Michael Pagh, Belle Ogilvie, Shirley Lund, Olive Erickson, Richard VanDerWerf, Tina Doornink, Robin Barrett, Judy Britton, Harold Berg, Jon Maack, Delores Evans

Johnson arrives.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve regular meeting minutes for September 6 and special meeting minutes for September 13.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Hawkinson Property

This piece of property along Highway 123 was offered to the EDA for $50,000.  The EDA, interested in the property for drainage purposes, counter offered $10,000 which was more in line with the market value.  The Hawkinson’s counter offered to sell for $30,000.

Motion Gafkjen, second Atterbury to authorize Staff to respectfully decline the Hawkinson’s offer of land for sale.  Motion carried 5-0.

Hospital Land Options

Griffith reported the optimistic outlook on the potential land acquisition for the hospital expansion project.  He expressed appreciation to the land owners who are willing to cooperate with the City in enabling this project.

NEW BUSINESS

Sketch plat – Vork property acquisition

Griffith provided the EDA with the sketch plat of the Vork site, including the proposed improvements to the Golf Course.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Quarterly Report – Greal Lakes Management

Tina Doornink, Michael Pagh, and Robin Barrett, all of Great Lakes Management, presented the quarterly report and responded to questions from the EDA and Wild River Senior building tenants.  The most notable item on the report is the decreased revenues related to vacancies.  Atterbury questioned Mr. Pagh as to the differences between the apartments in Sandstone and other properties managed by this company which are able to maintain greater occupancy rates.  Pagh responded that the market in the Sandstone area is such that the demand is lower for housing in this price range.  He suggested “word of mouth” advertising as the most effective.

Griffith asked if any incentives were being offered for residents who successfully recruited additional tenants.  Doornink responded that a $200 concession is currently offered and that she would investigate the cost of additional advertising.  Richard VanDerWerf suggested an outline for an appealing advertisement which could be run in the newspapers in the Cities.  Edmond wondered if the buildings could be listed on internet housing sites.  Doornink responded that the cost of such advertising was prohibitive.

Atterbury asked the senior residents who were present for additional comments or suggestions.  Vivian Belkholm requested that the windows be washed.  

A number of Wild River tenants had previously requested that they be allowed to have cats in their apartments.  Staff provided the EDA members with a suggested lease addendum outlining the requirements and responsibilities for keeping a cat in the apartments.  After a discussion, Griffith suggested that, due to time constraints and imminent public hearings at the Council meeting, the seniors might want to continue the current discussion with the Great Lakes Management team at the Senior Building.  The discussion of allowing cats in the apartments will be on the next EDA agenda.  

Status of the elementary school project

Griffith reminded the EDA that the conditions of the loan to Mr. Rostankhani are still currently being met, but that the deadline for some of those conditions is approaching.

REPORTS

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Weekly marketing reports, August Variance report, and Quarterly reports.  Motion carried 4-1.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:16 p.m.  
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