SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 1, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Andrews

Members absent:
Stadin

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Jody Johnson, Tim Franklin, Mark Ruff, Lance Alm, Crystal Greenly, Lee Greenly, Thane Murphy, Deputy Frehse, Gary Bowen, and George Castonguay

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the agenda for April 1, 2009 with the deletion of 12F-Approve sending letters of support.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

FmHA Bond refunding

The Council has been reconsidering refinancing FmHA bonds that were issued in 1994 and 1995. Mark Ruff, Ehlers, presented the pre-sale report indicating a proposed debt service schedule for this refunding. He also noted that the City has the opportunity to participate in a credit enhancement program using the State’s AAA bond rating for an application fee of $500. The estimated saving to the City is approximately $40,000. Mr. Ruff explained that one reason why the City may not want to refinance at this time is that these bonds cannot be prepaid for 9-10 years. However, with the interest rates as low as they are, he is recommending that the City proceed with the financing. Additionally Mr. Ruff cannot guarantee the projected savings and asked that the Council provide him with a saving goal so that he could determine whether or not he should proceed with the sale, scheduled for May 6. The consensus of the Council was to proceed if the savings were projected to be at least $25,000.  Andrews asked what costs would be involved in the refinancing. Ruff responded that the underwriting fee, cost of issuance, legal opinion, and rating fee would total approximately $20,000, already calculated into the estimated savings. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2009-05, a resolution authorizing the sale of refunding bonds. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2009-06, a resolution requesting credit enhancement from the State of Minnesota. Motion carried 4-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS
Andrews again mentioned the potholes on Division Street. The City is still waiting for warmer/drier conditions to apply cold patch. 

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 88 calls for the month of March, including 9 medical. He has received a number of traffic complaints recently, particularly on Jefferson, Pine and Eagle and is conducting extra patrols in these areas. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the meeting minutes from March 18, 2009. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve current roster of the Sandstone Fire and Rescue as employees of the City.  Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $32,965.69.  Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Animal Control Ordinance

Council has been considering amending the Animal Control Ordinance to better regulate the activity of wild animals brought into the City. After considering the revised draft ordinance language, Edmond asked if the City will use a separate ordinance to set the fee. He also stated that the Council had an obligation to provide for public safety, while at the same time attempting to do so in the least burdensome manner to the local businesses. Andrews asked how much Staff time was involved and wondered if a fee were even necessary. Griffith responded that minimal Staff time would be involved and that initially no fee would be needed in his opinion. 

Lee Greenly informed the Council that the 30 day notification requirement would be very restrictive to his business in that he often has only a day or two notice before a photo shoot. Additionally, he was concerned that the notification process would draw a crowd which would create additional stress on his staff and on the animals. Crystal Greenly asked what exactly the City is looking for in the notification process. Griffith responded that all adjacent property owners, within City limits or not, must be notified by the individual or entity bringing the wild animals into town, and the notification must be verifiable. He stated that he would need a minimum of 48 hours for the verification. Lance Alm asked if this ordinance applies to wild animals under 6 months. Griffith responded that the ordinance applies to all non-domestic animals but that the security requirements would vary depending on the animal.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2009-01, an ordinance amending the Sandstone Animal Control Ordinance, with the correction to Subd. 2 (a) (1) that the applicant must file an application for a permit no less than 48 hours prior to the event or the written approval of the Animal Control Officer or his designee. Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 2009-02 Summary Publication

Motion Atterbury, second Andrews to adopt Ordinance 2009-02- an ordinance calling for summary publication of the amended Animal Control Ordinance with the approved change. Motion carried 4-0. 

Approve Golf Course grounds and attendant hires for 2009

The City received 15 applications for the attendant position, and 16 for the grounds position. The Personnel Committee sent in recommendations of Bowen, Waldhoff, Gutknecht, Tauer, and Roberts for the Clubhouse Attendant, and Quigley, Ausmus and Morawski for the Groundskeeper. All hires are subject to pre-employment physical and the start date will be determined by the weather and the golf course manager. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the hiring recommendation of Staff and the Personnel Committee for the Clubhouse Attendant and Groundskeeper positions in the following priority order: Bowen, Waldhoff, Gutknecht, Tauer, Roberts; and Quigley, Ausmus, Morawski respectively. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Wage Approval for Grounds Supervisor

Council hired Dean Rollie for Grounds Supervisor on March 18. Mr. Rollie requested that the annual salary be reduced, for this year only, to $11,500. The golf manager was unaware of this request and no further information was available. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to carry over to the next meeting the discussion regarding the grounds supervisors’ request to reduce his salary. Motion carried 4-0. 

Consider proposal for digital broadcast of Council meetings

The equipment that has been used to broadcast the Council meetings needs upgrading, partly because of a sound quality issue. Solving this problem could require hiring of an outside company to televise the meetings while using the old camera. A company has been found that can provide a live feed over the internet and an archive in which old meetings can be accessed.  No action taken at this meeting.   

Union Contract

The City has a Union contract with Operating Engineers Local 49. The current contract terminates in December 2009. Staff is recommending that the Council approve a legal review of the contract. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve legal review of the Union Contract. Motion carried 4-0. 

Consider request for water bill reduction and cost participation

The DeRungs, 206 2nd Street, are requesting an adjustment to their water bill. Their water line froze last winter because it is very shallow, a problem of which the City is well aware. The solution to date has been to let the water run, something which the DeRungs cannot afford. They are requesting a reduction of their water bill for the months of January, February, and March, and that the City share in the cost of replacing the service line. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to reduce the water portion of the DeRungs’ bill to 20K gallons for each of the months January, February and March, and direct the DeRungs to acquire two written quotes from qualified contractors for the service line replacement and then make a request for cost participation by the City. Motion carried 4-0.

Approve PHASE contract for cemetery mowing

The City has used PHASE for cemetery mowing in the past and is pleased with the work performed. To clarify employment, workers comp, and other issues, the City has a contract with PHASE for services rather than individually hiring PHASE participants. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the Service Agreement with PHASE for cemetery mowing for 2009. Motion carried 4-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, Park and Recreation Commission report, Public Works report-January 8-Feb 19, Fire and Rescue minutes-March 23, and NLX minutes-February 25. Motion carried 4-0.  

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Council received the Chamber of Commerce newsletter for the month of March. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator reminded everyone of the Board of Review on April 28-7 p.m., The Robinson Park Clean-Up Day-Saturday, April 25, and the Kettle River Paddle Fest-May 1-2. He mentioned that the Sandstone Garden Club is meeting on April 14. He also noted the following workshops: April 29-LMC Legislative Day for Cities at the Capitol, April 29 in Hinckley-Business and Workforce Conference, and June 10-11-Green by Design in Minneapolis. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Motion carried 4-0
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

