SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 19, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Ramon Buzo Jr., Christine Ripley, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the agenda for August 19, with the addition of 9C-approve Temporary Liquor License for Sportsmen’s Club. Motion carried 5-0.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

2010 Budget

Griffith provided the Council with some figures on the levy and Local Government Aid as well as the LGA unallotments for 2008, 2009 and 2010. Also, this is the first year that Sandstone will fall under levy limits, but it is unclear what that the implications of that will be. He also reviewed a list of items for consideration when discussing the 2010 budget. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Gary Frehse gave his monthly report. He noted that there were a total of 109 calls, including 13 medical, 13 alarms, 1 burglary and a few thefts. He also mentioned that there had been an incident at Quarry Days to which he and the Deputies responded. 

Ramon Buzo Jr. stated that he had seen water leaking from the water tower. Griffith responded that said leak could have been from condensation on the outside of the tank, but that he would report it to PeopleService. 

Christine Ripley brought before the Council the request that the City cover the cost of cleaning out her basement as the sewer line near her house had backed up into her basement for the fourth time. Griffith responded that she should file a claim with her insurance company and the City. 

Tim Franklin mentioned that the decorative lights on Main Street were not on again. Griffith said he would check up on it.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes for August 5, and August 14. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve cemetery deed and payment of perpetual care payment for 4 feet N of Lot 3, Section N, Original Addition-Allerbusch and Englund, 9B-Approve vacation time for Administrator on the week of September 20, 9C-Approve Temporary Liquor License for the Sportsmen’s Club. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $42,730.01. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with a copy of the July 2009 Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure Report. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Chamber of Commerce Request

The Chamber of Commerce is requesting that the City amend its 2009 budget to add $3,500 as a donation to the Chamber. Originally the 2009 budget included a line item of $2,500 but this was cut to meet the 2009 unallocation. These funds were to be used for paying part of the salary of the Chamber Secretary and Events Coordinator, positions which are currently volunteer. Representing the Chamber, Tim Franklin, stated that the position of Secretary and Events Coordinator were filled by volunteers as a means of the Chamber to reduce costs, but with the understanding that the City’s donation would still be forthcoming. 

Atterbury voiced the opinion that the City should help fund the Chamber. Edmond was concerned that the City not spend public funds inappropriately, and that it be in violation of State Statute. Andrews wanted to find a legal way to help support Chamber activities as well as promote the City. Stadin asked how much the Council is interested in spending to “promote the City”. He reminded the other Council members that the City had already spent $2,100 this month promoting the City through Farmer’s Market and Quarry Days activities. 

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to table the Chamber’s request to amend the 2009 budget adding a line item of $3,500 for Chamber activities until the budget is reviewed. Motion carried 4-1. 

NEWBUSINESS

Noise Control Ordinance

The City Code requires that certain noises be lessened after 10 p.m. Brenda Heubner-Finley is hosting a party on the first Saturday of October, and asked that the Noise Control Ordinance be waived for the event.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the waiving of the noise control ordinance under the condition that Ms. Heubner-Finley notifies neighbors within 500 feet and the Pine County Sheriff’s Office, and that the music end at midnight. Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider action to acquire property

The City and EDA have been negotiating with the Herdinas to acquire .51 acres of their land for purposes of a right-of-way easement on the section line between the Free Church Property and the Herdina’s property. These negotiations have continued for over 2 years. The Herdinas have declined the City’s offer. Staff is requesting authority to start the condemnation process if the acquisition cannot be negotiated within the next two weeks.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to authorize the process of condemnation on the .51 acres of land owned by the Herdinas if a voluntary acquisition cannot be negotiated in the next two weeks. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Atterbury to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, PeopleService operations-August 5, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-August 11. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Counsel of the upcoming Administrator’s Review in September. He mentioned that the Chamber had requested a Special Event permit for Octoberfest which is being processed and that there had been a request for a closed session for Union negotiations at the September 2 meeting and by consensus the Council meeting will start at 6:00. He noted the following workshop: DEED Development Conference-October 1 & 2. He stated that the Skate Park equipment was supposed to arrive in early September, but that the contractor who had committed to the cement pad project couldn’t do it anymore and that the City will have to find a new contractor by then. Finally, he noted that there was an update about the Emerald Ash Borer and the Ehler’s bond market report.  

ADJOURN

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

