Utility Accounts

On February 6, 2008 the Sandstone City Council approved the following changes to the rental property account policy. 

Accounts are to be in the landlord’s name.  The landlord can have a copy of the bill sent to a tenant.  To do this the landlord needs to notify the City in writing using the Water & Sewer- Application for Service fully filled out with the landlord and tenant’s signature.  The tenant’s name will then be added to the 2nd name line on the landlord’s copy.  This will serve as notice to landlord of which tenant is on city’s records and receiving a copy of the bill.  The landlords name will be on the second name line of the tenant’s copy so that they know the landlord is receiving a copy also.  By signing the application permission is given to the City to discuss account details with any or all parties listed. 

Once the City has received written notification from landlord of tenants last 60 days of occupancy, payment contracts will not be available to the tenant. This notice must contain the date of expected move out, tenants name, location, and signature of landlord. The landlord must also satisfy a burden of proof for the expected move out date. A copy of the contract with the end date or a letter signed by the tenant with the move out date would satisfy this requirement. When the city has been notified of a new tenant, notification of the payment contract provision will either be given to the tenant with the application or mailed.  
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ANIMAL CONTROL

(SANDSTONE CITY CODE 911)

911.03 Dogs. Subdivision 1. Running at large prohibited. Dogs must be restrained at all times from leaving their own property, entering a neighbor’s property or running at large in the City of Sandstone. Dogs on a leash and accompanied by a responsible person are permitted in streets or on public land unless posted “Dogs Prohibited.”

Subdivision 2. License required. Yearly licenses are required and are available at City Hall, 119 Fourth Street, upon application and payment of the required fee, and providing proof of rabies vaccination. Current license fee is $6 for male or female dogs and $4 for dogs neutered or spayed.

911.09. Impounding. Every effort will be made to impound dogs running at large. Release fee is $25 1st offense, $50, 2nd offense and $75, 3rd offense.  First offense, not licensed will be $25 plus 2 times license fee.

911.11. Keeping Dogs. Three or more prohibited.

911.13. Habitual Barking.  It is unlawful to keep or harbor a dog that habitually barks or cries.  Habitual barking means barking of ran interval of at least five minutes with less than one minute of interruption.  The barking must be audible off of the owner or caretaker’s premises.
*********

Sandstone City Code is in place to protect your pets. A stray pet can usually be returned quickly to its owner when the dog is wearing a city license tag. The Code is also meant to protect all homeowners from having stray dogs running on their property. If you have a complaint, please call City Hall (320) 245-5241 or submit complaint online. Online form can be found by going to the City of Sandstone website (www.sandstone.govoffice.com), city information, general application and forms, then dog complaint online submittal form.
STORM WATER UTILITY

In the past, storm water management was, in principal, very simple get it to a river or creek as quickly as possible. Water quality was not typically considered. During a large rain event, the main concern of the average citizen is still to get the water away from their house or business as quickly as possible. However, unchecked and ever-increasing runoff is impacting the quality of our rivers, lakes, and creeks. This is caused both by pollutants contained in the runoff, as well as by erosion that occurs from the increasing storm water volume entering bodies of water at a faster rate.

How Does the Utility Benefit the Community
The utility benefits the community by providing a dedicated fund for storm water management activities. Benefits associated with storm water management include:

• Manage water quality and flood issues

• Water quality improvements

• Drainage system construction and maintenance

• Erosion and sediment control

• Community education

• Wetland protection

• Improved fish, wildlife, and recreation opportunities
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1. Where does the most water use occur?    64% bathroom, 26% laundry, 10%  kitchen

2. A full size top-loading washer uses an average of 35-60 gallons per load. In contrast a full size front-loading washer uses an average of 20- 25 gallons per load.

3. A faucet that drips at a rate of 100 drops a minute will waste 300 gallons of water in a month. A fat drop could waste about 600 gallons; a small stream, 2,000-2,700 gallons; and a large stream, 4,600 gallons in a month.

4. Running the water until it’s cold 4 times uses on average 7 gallons of water. Fill a container with water and keep in the fridge for that cold glass of water.

5. Washing dishes by hand and letting water run can use from 8 to 20 gallons.  Fill the sink or a dishpan to help conserve water.

6. Dishwashers use 8 to 12 gallons of water per load.  Make sure to run full loads to keep water consumption to a minimum.

7. Toilets are notorious for “silent” leaks.  A toilet that leaks for 6 months can waste 45,000 gallons of water.   A good way to test for a “silent” leak is to put about a dozen drops of red food coloring (be sure not to use any type of dye) into the tank. Wait 10 to 15 minutes; if there is no red in the bowl you have a leak-free toilet. Flush to clear out the food coloring because if left it can stain.

8. Toilet flushing accounts for almost half of all water use in the home.

9. An average bath uses 30-50 gallons while an average 4-minute shower with an older showerhead uses 20 gallons.  An average 4-minute shower with a newer low flow head uses only 10 gallons.

10. 11.3% of bathroom water usage goes down the bathroom sink as people brush their teeth, wash their hands, and shave. Older bathroom faucets may run at a rate of 4 gallons per minute with the faucet wide open.

