SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 21, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

The Mayor called the meeting to order at  6:30 p.m..

ROLL CALL

Members present:  
Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Kester

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith and Recording Secretary Hormillosa

Others present: 
Tina Doornink, Kari Netzel, Tim Franklin, Steve D’Alessio, Steve Johnson, Deputy Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff, members and public recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the agenda for July 21, 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Golf Course Manager D’Alessio provided the Council with the mid-season financial report.  He noted that revenues were down from last year’s primarily due to reduced play caused by rain-outs and some complaints that new fees were too high.  Expenditures were up from this time last year and that is primarily due to the costs for repairing the older greens mower.  Areas in which he projects considerable savings or increased revenues for next year include:  buying fertilizer from Askov/Finlayson Co-op, different cart rental company, rents due for cart shed on some of those now being exempted.  He informed the Council that the course looks better than ever and that he is very hopeful for its future.  Steve Johnson reported that a private group has formed a non-profit and is ready to negotiate a lease.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 109 calls for the month of June.  There is nothing new to report on the investigation of the vandalism to the veteran’s monument.  He noted that when kids are caught out after curfew, they are escorted home and the parents notified.  Additionally, he reported that the department has requested an estimate of the costs of lost water due to the open hydrant incident so that appropriate charges can be brought if an individual(s) is arrested.   It was brought to his attention that there has been property damage on Eagle Street by 4-wheelers or trucks tearing up the grass.  He responded that he will do additional patrolling in that area.  There were no issues brought up by Council members or the public.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for July 7, 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Bonander requested that item 9A be pulled from the consent agenda and recused himself from discussion and vote on that issue.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the consent agenda as follows:  9B – Approve payment #3 – Knife River Corp – Wagon Bridge project in the amount of $5,926.72.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve consent agenda item, 9A – Approve variance of noise ordinance for Quarry Days – Gas Light Bar.  Motion carried 3-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $639,246.71.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for June 2010.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Snow Removal contract

The Council had previously considered the only quote that had been received for snow removal, one from MPJ Enterprises, and had requested some clarification regarding the “retainer” fee.  The clarification indicated that the quote includes a $1,500 deposit for the months of December, January, February, and March against services provided for each of those months, for a total of at least $6,000.  Stadin asked how much the City paid last season for snow removal.  Griffith responded that it was less than $3,000.  

Motion Bonander to reject the quote for snow removal from MPJ Enterprises.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to reject the MPJ Enterprises quote for snow removal and to request resubmissions.  Motion carried 4-0.

Information:  actions underway on demolition of mild drying plant

Ninety days have passed following the court order regarding the property at 914 State Highway 23 North and the City is now free to remove or abate the hazardous conditions or demolish the building and assess the costs against the property.  Griffith reviewed information from the City Attorney regarding the next steps.  There was no action taken by the Council.

NEW BUSINESS

Land purchase – Johnson

The Council had previously authorized the Administrator to negotiate a purchase agreement with Mike Johnson for his parcel and building for purpose of a new public works building.  Kester had previously recused himself from discussion and vote on this issue due to a conflict of interest.  Mr. Johnson originally requested $365,000.  The City offered $325,000.  In attempting to bring the price down, the City offered $305,000 and free rent for 2 years.  Johnson responded with an offer of $335,000 and 2 years free rent.  Stadin asked about the appraisal.  Griffith responded that the appraisal had been done for the bank within the past 6 months.  

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to authorize Staff to offer $325,000 with no free rent to Mike Johnson for the purchase of his parcel and building.  Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – July 14, PeopleService operations report – July 1, and I & I update.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the open house for the NLX rail update on Thursday, July 29 from 6-8pm at the Senior Center and the required Board of Review Training on September 15th.  He also reminded the Council members who plan to run again that the filing dates are from August 3-17.  MNDOT regulations do not allow political signage in state highway right-of-way.  He mentioned the MN Historic Preservation Conference in Winona on September 16 & 17 and the Broadband 2010 workshop in Baxter on October 13 & 14th.  He provided a memo from Knife River requesting the temporary operation of an asphalt plant.  He noted that the elevator inspection indicates some needed repairs.  He informed the Council and public that all 4 ramps on Interstate 35, just south of Hinckley, will be closed on July 27th for at least ten days  Finally, he noted that 2011 budget planning has begun.

ADJOURN

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to adjourn at 7:38 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.

_____________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:

Sam Griffith, Clerk

