PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

January 16, 2007

Members present: D Barsness, D Dybvig, Kelly Gregg, S Richardson 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others: Rene Stadin; Betsy Danielson; Len Bonander; Gene LaLonde; Doug Marshall

Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.

Motion Barsness, second Richardson to approve agenda. Motion approved 4-0.

Motion Barsness, second Gregg to approve August and November minutes.  Motion approved 4-0. 

KREEC

The Commission needs to consider what to do with the site.  The have proposals for brush cutting, for chemical treatment and for intensive grazing.

Betsy Danielson then presented a draft Landscape/Revegetation Plan for the site.  There are three areas proposed.  The Gateway would be the entrance and the plan lists recreation options and education options for this section of the site.  The second area is The Piney which would be an area for a reforestation project with a trail.  The third area is The Trails which would have several trails and include several specialty gardens.  All areas would have recreational and educational activities.   She also listed some other related activities such as planting lupines along the road and creating appropriate signage and written materials.

The consensus of the Commission was they liked the concept, especially in that it creates the opportunity for different activities than take place in other parks.

The discussion then went how to create spots for camping and an RV park.   They also discussed the need to plan for deer control.  They also need to determine which treatment or combination of treatment for brush should be used.   There are pros and cons for each (cutting, spraying, intensive grazing).

Motion Barsness, second Gregg to direct Danielson to proceed with the next step of the plan and to return to the February meeting with recommendations on appropriate treatments for each area.  Motion carried 4-0.

Skate Board Park

Still working to get enough parents involved to create a Parents Association.

Robinson Park

Len Bonander reported on the success of the second Ice Fest and how there were 20 climbers last Sunday in the park.  Everyone remarked on the increased usage of the park by climbers.

There is a request for permission to use Robinson Park on April 21 for kayak races.  These are being organized by some of the same persons who organize Ice Fest.  

Motion Gregg, second Barsness to approve usage of the park for the kayak racing event subject to greater information on how the park would be used.  Otion approved 4-0.

Staff showed Commission DNR inspection letter wherein they suggested improvement or replacement of the bathroom at Robinson Park.  Staff was directed to research a new bathroom in the park and to research costs of handicap accessible picnic tables.

Rec Area

Gene LaLonde discussed the need for softball fields as the fields at EC are not available to the public and the nearest fields are in Hinckley.  If fields were developed there are expressions of interest in forming local teams again and that a softball tournament would make a great Quarry Days activity.  There was some discussion about placing ag lime on the one field.  The Commission thought that if kept mowed the existing field could be used this year if a permanent home plate were installed.   Staff was directed to see what cost would be to do site prep for a second field. 

Other

Commission was asked for ideas for spring Community Service Projects. They were especially interested in seeing that Old Wagon Bridge Road be brushed thoroughly.  

The previous packet included information about the Conservation Corp and about DNR grant applications.  Now that we have seen the first draft of the landscape plan for the KREEC site, members should review these to see if any of the programs are applicable.     

Staff gave a brief update on the planned Interchange Beautification Plan.  The proposed plan will be reviewed by MNDOT within a week and then the work to see if there is enough community support will begin.

There was information presented about a workshop coming in April on best management practices that members should review and see if someone should attend. 

Membership

Barsness and Dewey have completed a term on the Commission.  Commission to recommend to Council if they should be reappointed.

Motion Gregg, second Richardson to reappoint ME Dewey and D Barsness to new terms on the Park & Recreation Commission.

Next meeting

There was a discussion about which day of the week works best.  Monday, Feb 12 looks like the best day.   

Adjournment

Motion by Gregg, second Barsness to adjourn.  Approved 4-0.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

