SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 21, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Bonander called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Atterbury

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the deletion of 12D – Consider appointment of additional assistant animal control officer and 14A – Chose letter and the addition of 11C – Resolution 2007-05.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Edmond asked about the excavation work in the alley by Lion’s Hill.  Griffith responded that the alley is blocked off while the work is ongoing.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 7, 2007.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve Administrator attendance and lodging – April 13 – Initiative Foundation seminar in St. Cloud.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $219,676.49.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report – February 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Smoking Ban revisited

Council had previously passed Ordinance 2007-03, an Ordinance banning smoking on public property within 60 feet of a hospital and nursing home.  Edmond expressed support for the ban, pointing out the well-documented health risks of second-hand smoke.  He also stated that the ban may need to be expanded in the future as the City looks forward to the possible healthcare campus.  Johnson wondered again about the enforcement of the ban and who would be paying for the needed signage.  Stadin pointed out that the 60 feet included in the ban encroaches about 15 feet onto the neighbor’s lawn.  Bonander commented that the spirit of the ordinance is to prohibit the hospital staff from smoking on the neighboring lawns.  He also added that a state-wide smoking ban is being considered in the state legislature.  Griffith reminded the Council that enforcement is complaint-driven and will have to be reasonable.  He also informed the Council that Carlton County recently enacted a smoking ban in all public buildings.

No new action was taken.

Capital projects

The Council again reviewed the potential capital projects and budget for 2007.  Griffith requested that the Council members offer suggestions for other work needing to be done which isn’t included on the list.  He reminded them that some streets are not included because of anticipated infrastructure work and repairs and the intention to only tear up streets once.  

The City of Sandstone has agreed to co-purchase a jetter with the City of Hinckley.  Hinckley would like to place the order and is requesting that the Council provide authorization.  Stadin asked if we need a new one and what will be done with the old one.  

Griffith pointed out the recent usefulness of the jetter.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to authorize Hinckley to place the order for the new jetter.  Motion carried 4-0.

Bonander suggested that the Council bundle the following equipment purchases and finance them with an equipment note:  sewer jetter, pickup box sander, skid steer with blade and brushes, and a used pickup or flat bed truck to house the sander.  Edmond wondered about personnel to operate all the equipment.  Stadin voiced opposition to the purchase of a box sander, stating that the City has no business sanding alleys or parking lots.  He also supported the use of reserve funds for necessary equipment purchases.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to direct Staff to research the feasibility of financing the purchase of the discussed equipment with an equipment note.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize Staff to advertise for quotes on the water upgrades for Palisade – Washington to Division.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Resolution 2007-05

MNDOT is offering an agreement which provides for payment of the State’s share of the costs of the interchange landscaping project.  The Council needs to pass a resolution authorizing the City officers to sign the agreement.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-05, Resolution authorizing City officials to enter into Agreement No. 90834 with MNDOT.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Zoning Ordinance Amendment

The Planning Commission has asked the Council to consider some amendments to the Zoning Code which would encourage planning with a “campus” approach for the new Medical Services Zoning District.  The Planning Commission did hold a public hearing on this issue on March 14th.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2007-06, Ordinance amending Section 515.07 and adding new Section 515.28 to the Sandstone City Code, and to additionally adopt Ordinance 2007-07, allowing summary publication of amendments to Ordinance 2007-06.  Motion carried 4-0.

Job Descriptions

The Personnel Committee has recently reviewed the job descriptions for Assistant Clerk, Utility Billing Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  The employees currently holding those positions also reviewed and commented on proposed changes.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the amended job descriptions for Assistant Clerk, Utility Billing Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  Motion carried 4-0.

Council meeting dates

The first regular meeting in July falls on the 4th of July.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to set Monday, July 2nd as a regular Council meeting, replacing the scheduled July 4th meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – March 14, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – March 13, Library Board minutes – March 13, PeopleService operations – March 14.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith provided the following reminders:  Board of Review – Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m., Kettle River Paddle Festival – April 20-22, Community Clean-Up Day – Saturday, May 5, Robinson Park Clean-Up Day – Saturday, May 5, Interchange Landscape project – May 19 (volunteers needed), Assessment hearing on 2006 Sidewalk project – April, Assessment hearing on Minnesota Street project – May, Golf Course Annual Meeting – Monday, April 9.  He also mentioned that the plans are completed for the Library and City Hall plantings and that work is ongoing on Refunding of the FmHA 1994 bonds. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.

_______________________________________

Leonard Bonander, Deputy Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

