SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 17, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Edmund

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Thane Murphy, Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Erika Hormillosa

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda for September 17, 2008, with the addition on 9E-Accept resignation of Kelly Gregg from Park and Recreation Commission-Authorize advertising for Commission openings, 12F-Approve quotes for television of sanitary/storm water for feasibility study and for some additional lines, and 12G-Consider offer of Affiliate Membership in Rail Alliance in consideration of donation.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Administrator’s Review
The Administrator’s contract calls for an annual review in September. Evaluation forms have been distributed but have not yet been completed by Council members. Consensus was to defer action until the next regular meeting on October 1. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Thane Murphy gave an update on the progress for a proposed hockey rink project. He commented that ECE has already donated one light pole and have 5 more available. The hockey group is waiting for an electrical bid, and they also were waiting for a bid on Class V. He also noted that the V Tech Auto Instructor at the FCI had volunteered to get the Zamboni running if the City were to send a letter requesting the work be done.

Johnson commented that several people in town said they had seen “suspicious vehicles”, and she urged people to get the license plate number of any and report it to the Sherriff. Bonander gave an update from the Rail Alliance. He reported that representatives from Cambridge, Hinckley, Sandstone, and the Mille Lacs Band wished to be recognized as an official committee in order to make recommendations. Sandstone will host another meeting on October 22. Atterbury noted that a Level 3 sex offender is being released to an address on Pine Ave. Stadin mentioned that the trail club is working on getting groomed snowmobile trails into Sandstone.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the meeting minutes from August 20, and September 3, 2008, with the correction that the September 3 meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. Motion carried 4-0
PUBLIC HEARINGS

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve extension of haying contract with Workman for sewer pond site-same terms, 9B-Set Truth in Taxation hearing for December 13 with continuation hearing, if needed for December 17, 9C- Approve temporary liquor license for Sportsmen’ Club for November, 2008, 9D- Approve partial payment #1 to Traut Wells for a test well in the amount of 

$ 14,411.50, 9E-Accept resignation of Kelly Gregg from Park and Recreation Commission- authorize advertising of Commission openings. Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $110,861.95.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Snow  Removal

The Council has been considering an ordinance to attempt to control where snow is placed after a snowfall. Essentially the ordinance would allow commercial owners or their contractors to push their snow onto the public street for a fee and with a written agreement, it would set a fine for individuals pushing snow from their driveways onto the street or onto a neighbor’s property, and it would prohibit pushing snow from private property to another property without the owner’s permission. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to adopt ordinance 2008-01, an ordinance amending section 9 of the Sandstone city code by adding a new section regarding placement of snow. Motion carried 4-0

Peddler’s Ordinance

The Council has been discussing amendments to its ordinance controlling peddlers and transient merchants. 

Stadin stated that he would like to see transient merchants allowed but residents that do not wish to have them at their door would take responsibility for posting a placard to that effect.  Griffith noted that staff would like the ordinance to require registration so that City Hall would have a record of all transient merchants in the event that there is a complaint.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to direct the City Attorney to draft a modified Green River Ordinance which requires registration of transient merchants and would require property owners to take actions when they do not desire door to door sales. Motion carried 4-0.

Golf-Short and Long Term Planning

The Golf Advisory Commission has drafted a proposed 2009 budget and has outlined its plans for the future. The consensus was to direct the Golf Committee to review the materials and report back to the full Council, with a workshop meeting to discuss the proposals. 

NEW BUSINESS

Amend Zoning Ordinance-Require Use Permit

Current the City does not have any regulation over the change in use and occupants of buildings in business, commercial or industrial zones. The proposed zoning ordinance amendment would require that a use permit be issued by the City administratively before the use or occupant of a building changes. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve Ordinance 2008-11, an ordinance amending sections 515.35 of the Sandstone city code regarding zoning compliance. Motion carried 4-0

Consider adoption of Ordinance-2008-12- Summary publication

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve Ordinance 2008-12, allowing summary publication of Ordinance 2008-11. Motion carried 4-0

Amend Fee Schedule-Storm Water Access Fees

The Council recently amended the SAC and WAC fees. A proposed Storm Water Access Charge (SWAC) fee would be a onetime fee charged for new connections or for increased volume discharged into the City storm water system. Griffith pointed out that this fee would not impact any existing residences, but that it’s designed for new development or uses that significantly increase storm water run-off. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2008-19 to amend the 2008 Fee ordinance to establish a fee for a Storm Water Access Charge to help the City cover costs of expansion, maintenance and operation of its storm water system.  Motion carried 4-0

Hospital Project-engineering work

To facilitate the Hospital Project, the Administrator, after notifying two council members, signed a contract with SEH to undertake and complete a wetlands delineation. He also singed a contract with Kroschel Land Surveying to complete a survey of the five parcels which may be acquired.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to affirm the contract with SEH for the wetlands delineation and to affirm the contract with Kroschel Surveying for the survey work all related to the Hospital Project. Motion carried 4-0.

Consider authorization of Ashley Street streetlight

The Council had previously authorized installing a streetlight at Ashley Ave. and Highway 23 and had selected a particular option of the three proposed by Minnesota Power. The permit from MNDOT would require Minnesota Power to undertake non-standard construction at an additional cost of $1,431.20. 

Johnson asked why this particular pole needed to be taller to which Gene LaLonde responded that it was due to the cable sag, that it was on a curve, and that it needed a certain setback. Atterbury asked where the additional money would come from, to which Griffith responded that it would come from the General Fund Non-Departmental.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept Minnesota Power’s proposal for the Ashley Ave streetlight. Motion carried 4-0

Televising sanitary/storm sewer lines

Several sewer lines are in need of televising to determine if repair or replacement is necessary. Staff pointed out that the costs incurred in the televising can be included in assessment totals and thus can be recovered. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve contracting with Westco Environmental Services to provide televising services for sewer lines as listed in the proposal.  Motion approved 4-0.

Rail Alliance- Proposed Agreement

The Rail Alliance is proposing an agreement that would grant the City Affiliate status to the Northern Lights Express Rail Alliance. This agreement would not give the City any voting rights. Staff pointed out that it might be more effective for the City to be part of a committee with the opportunity to make recommendations. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to defer action on the Rail Alliance agreement to await further developments in the rail planning process. Motion carried 4-0

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Golf operations & kitchen operations-September 1st and 8th; Planning Commission minutes September 10; PeopleService operations report. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Council received a letter of support for a Sandstone hockey rink. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the General Election November 4th, and of the following trainings/workshops: September 25-Forum-Catch a Train to a Livable Community, September 24 and 25-Minnesota Development Conference, October 22-LMC Regional Meeting in Mora, December 3 and 4-Connected Communities- broadband development. He also noted that the seals had failed on the pumping station, but that the bypass had worked as it was designed, that Hinckley had passed a resolution in support of the Rail Alliance, and that Minnesota Power was raising its electrical rates. He provided updates on the test well, Spruce Road, Infratech’s manhole rehabilitation, televising of sanitary and storm sewer lines, the deferral to spring of the Library landscaping project, and a curb painting Community Service Project for the spring. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:19 p.m. Motion carried 5-0
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