SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

FIRE FORMULA MEETING WITH TOWNSHIPS

February 22, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Atterbury, Bonander, Kester, Stadin

Members absent:          Edmond

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Fire Chief Johnson

Others present:             Daniel Larson & Jeff Shute from Danforth Township;  Randy Davis, Dan

                                    O’Flanagan & Nick Harris from Dell Grove Township; Jerry Volk, 

                                    Michael Swiridow and Gary Koland from Finlayson Township; Roger 

                                    Volk and Keith Carlson from Sandstone Township and Brian Klar from 

                                    the City of Hinckley.

SPECIAL ITEM OF BUSINESS

Fire Formula for payable 2010

Administrator Griffith walked through each page of the Fire Formula.

Finlayson Township requested that the fire on 5/29 for 6 hours be transferred to the DNR and the fire of 7/27 for 16.5 hours be transferred to Mutual Aid.

They also requested a check of the actual hours for the 4/14 fire.  The chart showed 33 but it was actually 27.5 hours. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to reduce the Finlayson Township hours.  The 6 hours for the 5/29 fire are transferred to the DNR and the 16.5 hours on 7/27 are transferred to Mutual Aid. The number of hours for the 4/14 fire to be reduced from 33 to 27.5 hours. Motion carried 4-0.

Dell Grove Township stated that the 3/31 and the 8/8 fires were false alarms and asked that the City check its policy as they believe it states that there would only a half hour minimum charge rather than the minimum one hour billed.

Policy is to charge if the trucks actually leave the building.

They also requested that the 9/6 call be transferred to Other as this was 12 hours for the search for a missing person as requested by the Sheriff’s Department.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to direct staff to check minutes to see how false alarms are charged and if changed to half hour minimum to make adjustments to the hours charged Dell Grove for those two incidents.  Motion approved 4-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to reduce Dell Grove hours by 12 and transfer them to Other. Motion carried 4-0. 

Danforth Township requested information about their call and had no questions.

Sandstone Township asked about the 7/27 fire for 2 hours and the Fire Chief noted that it should have been 4 hours.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to increase the number of hours charged to Sandstone Township by 2.   Motion carried 4-0. 

There was a discussion about the distance reduction factor.  The City had discussed reducing the factor to 30% but at this time would leave the factor the same as an inducement to the Township to consider signing the proposed Fire Service contracts.

These contracts would actually put the services provided into a contract form.  They would be three year contracts with two year renewals.  This would mean the City would agree not to reduce the distance reduction factor for at least those three years.

The other issue in the contract is that it would allow the City to charge for Fire Calls and with the contract this would also give the city the ability to assess any resident who did not pay for the fire call charges.

Staff pointed out the memo provided which suggests to residents that they review their homeowner’s policy with their insurance agent to determine their level of coverage and to see what the cost would be to increase that coverage if felt necessary.

There was extended discussion about the contract.   The City handed out a copy of its Fee Schedule for consideration.  The City feels as we already send out copies of the Fire Calls that sending out a bill would not really add any additional time to our efforts.  The City admitted that it still doesn’t get out every call in a timely manner but the Townships admitted that we are getting better at it.

Some Townships were uncomfortable in giving up their ability to bill and were not sure if they wanted to see the City have the authority to assess a township resident rather than the Township itself for non-payment.

Sandstone Township raised the question of the City’s transfer of funds from the Building Fund to pay off the Fire Hall bonds early.  They were wondering if the City were going to repay the funds. The City had determined as part of its 2009 budget process to not pay anything back in 2010.   Sandstone Township wanted to be sure there is a clear paper trail of the money transfer.
ADJOURN

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

