SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 7, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Dean Peterson, Andy Spartz

Elwyn Tinklenberg of The Tinklenberg Group, presented a workshop on the proposed passenger rail service from the Twin Cities to Duluth.  He noted the current political backing and the historical significance.  He also pointed out the economic benefits of rail transportation.  

Gene Lalonde, Snake River Planning, followed with architectural sketches for a proposed Sandstone station.  Historically, Sandstone has had a commuter station and in anticipation of commuter rail once again operating on this track, the Council is preparing to meet that need.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Stadin expressed appreciation for his being allowed to attend the LMC workshop for newly-elected officials.  He suggested that the term “fund balance” be changed since those monies show the net worth and are not all available cash.  Griffith responded that staff will provide a monthly cash balance report.  Stadin also noted stop signs at the intersection of Court and Sixth Streets which he felt could be eliminated.  Griffith requested that the Council members drive throughout town and make a note of any other unnecessary stop signs they see in order to discuss the matter at the Council meeting on the 21st.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 17, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Hand checks, Reappoint Dave Barsness & Mary Ellen Dewey to the Park & Recreation Commission; Accept perpetual care payment – Lot 1 Section F, Original Section – Thelma Petry, Set Board of Review for April 24 at 7 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $38,803.02.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There were none.

NEW BUSINESS

Firewise Community Mitigation Grant

Dean Peterson presented the Council with information on the Firewise Community Mitigation program with federal funds available for assessing potential fire hazards, preparing a City evacuation plan and removing or reducing those fire hazards.  The assessment plan is completed first to allow for an estimate of other costs.  Removal for hazardous brush and trees is paid out by the City, but then is reimbursed through the Firewise Grant.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize the application for a Firewise Grant for the City.  Motion carried 4-1.

Zoning Ordinance Amendment

The Planning Commission has proposed some changes to the Zoning Ordinance and has asked the Council to consider and approve these changes.  The proposed amendments include updating the Business Service Commercial District and creating a new Interchange Commercial District.  The changes in the Business Service District would simplify the process of permitted uses by putting some review in the hands of the Building Inspector instead of the Planning Commission.  The Interchange District would require certain performance and architectural standards. Griffith reminded the Council that Zoning Ordinance amendments do not go into effect until the Zoning Map has also been amended.  Amendments to the Zoning Map require a public hearing.  

Johnson objected to some of the proposed standards for the Interchange district stating that they were too restrictive.  She also expressed a desire to have more time to consider the proposed changes.

Edmond felt that the standards were flexible but that the City retained enough control to protect the investments of adjacent property owners.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2007-01 and to allow summary publication by adopting Ordinance 2007-02.  Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.

Mikrot – compensatory time request

John Mikrot has requested that he be allowed to use accrued compensatory time to attend a training to retain a water/sewer operator license he holds.  This use of comp time would be beyond the time limits in City policy.  Stadin clarified that obtaining this training would not be an incentive for Mikrot to seek other employment since he already held this license prior to his hire at Sandstone.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the Mikrot request for an exception to City policy on the use of compensatory time.  Motion carried 5-0.

Golf Course – Insurance

The Golf Course is currently insured through LMCIT.  However, upon contacting the City’s insurance agent, it was determined that there is coverage specifically designed for golf courses which offer additional coverage at significant savings.  The Golf Advisory Commission passed a motion stating their desire to seek coverage from Grinnell.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve application to Grinnell for Golf Course insurance coverage, including property, liability and liquor.  Motion carried 5-0.

Property Assessment contract

The City currently contracts with Pine County to provide property assessment services at a rate of $11.52 per parcel.  The 2007 estimated costs with the County contract are $8,309.  Mike Dangers, who previously assessed as a County employee, has presented the City with a proposed contract to do the 2008 property assessments at a rate of $8.00 per parcel, for an estimated contract of $5,768.  

Stadin wondered if the County would require an additional filing fee if the assessments were completed by a private individual.  Atterbury suggested that the City should try to negotiate a better rate with the County based on Dangers’ proposal.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to direct Staff to obtain additional information from the County regarding private property assessment.  Motion carried 5-0.

Coyote Hunting

Wade Hansen, an individual who bow hunts for deer in the City limits, is requesting that the City consider allowing coyote hunting also.  He is suggesting that there is a large coyote population which is having a negative impact on prey species.  The local DNR was contacted who stated that there have not been complaints regarding coyotes and that there may or may not be a population increase.  The DNR recommends trapping as opposed to hunting.  The City has not received any coyote complaints.  Johnson reminded the Council that City ordinance prohibits the discharge of firearms within the City limits.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to deny the request for coyote hunting within the City limits.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Staff Committees

Both the City and the EDA currently have committees.  The City Attorney has suggested that the guidelines for these committees be clarified and improved.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Joint (City and EDA) Resolution 2007-A, a resolution providing for the assignment of City Council members and EDA Commissioners to City staff committees.  Motion carried 5-0.

Police Contract

The Pine County Board of Commissioners directed the Sheriff and the County Attorney to meet with representatives from Hinckley, Sandstone and Pine City to develop a contract which is equitable to all the communities.  The following actions came out of that meeting:  the Sheriff will provide additional written information each month about policing activities, he will provide the Cities the new rate by August 1st and he will provide a meeting for all three cities the second Wednesday in August to review contract changes or questions.  The City should appoint the Administrator and a Council representatives to attend that annual meeting.  

Atterbury expressed concern that even with additional written information, the City does not have the opportunity for knowledgeable follow-up of incidents which take place within the City.  Griffith suggested he might request that the City prosecutor provide a court calendar so that the City can see what action is taking place and so that it could provide information to the concerned public.  

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to appoint the Administrator and two Council members as representatives to the annual meeting with the Sheriff to discuss police contract issues.  Motion carried 5-0.

Both Johnson and Atterbury expressed interest in being appointed as the Council representatives.  

Edmond pointed out that since Atterbury has repeatedly voiced a bias against the Sheriff’s Department, he may not be an appropriate Council representative.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to appoint Atterbury and Johnson as Council representatives to the annual police contract meeting with the Sheriff.   Motion carried 3-2.

Interchange Landscaping Project

The Council has already agreed to sponsor the Interchange Landscaping Project and is waiting for MNDOT approval of the plans.  The City, with the use of volunteers, community service workers, City crews and City equipment, intends to prepare the site, plant and maintain the plantings.  Additionally, once the plan is approved, Staff will apply for MNDOT funding.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the Interchange landscape plan for the SE quadrant, reaffirming the Council’s intent that the City apply for MNDOT funds and agree to participate in preparation, planting and plant maintenance of the project.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion  Johnson, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – December 13, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – January 16, Golf Advisory Commission minutes – January 25, Fire & Rescue and Relief Association minutes – November 27, December 18, and January 22, and PeopleService annual maintenance report.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

A letter was received from the DNR regarding an inspection at Robinson Park.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members of the following upcoming meetings:  workshop on Feb 21 at 6:30 regarding the Facilities Plan for sewer ponds, the EDA Year End Report also on the 21st, and the Fire Formula meeting on Thursday, February 15th at 6:30.  

He also mentioned current legislative activity, that the preliminary plan for the KREEC site is available, the need for Council members to begin thinking about 2007 Capital projects, the Library carpet project still needs volunteers for 2/19 and 2/26, and that Brian Klar has agreed to do all snow removal from sidewalks in the downtown area.

NEW BUSINESS (cont)

CLOSED SESSION – Job performance evaluation – Golf Course Manager

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to go into closed session at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Council session was reopened at 9:42 p.m.

Consider appointment of Golf Course Manager for 2007 season

Ron Newey currently holds the position of Golf Course Manager.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to not reappoint Ron Newey as Golf Course Manager for the 2007 season and to direct Personnel Committee to proceed with the process of hiring a replacement.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 9:44 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

