CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMSSION

June 13, 2005

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
Hilty, Stadin, Riley, Gafkjen

Members absent:
Spartz

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith; Recording Secretary Hejny

Others present:
Dewey Thorbeck

Chair Riley called the Commission meeting to order at 7:12 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVE MEETING MINUTES

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve May 10 minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

Comprehensive Plan amendment – continued 

Motion Gafkjen, second Stadin to reopen Public hearing at 7:13.

The City’s goals are outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. Dewey Thorbeck attended the meeting to discuss future development and amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. Some future developments being considered are opening the former airport property to industrial development, the completion of the concept plan for development around the interchange and the possible development of a new hospital. The community has decided that is should revisit the Comprehensive Plan to review these proposed developments in relationship to the plan.

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to close Public Hearing at 7:19 

Staff recommendation is to change wording for Planning Area #2 to state that no zoning changes should be made until the proposed infrastructure is installed.  This would leave the area zoned industrial.  When infrastructure is installed then consider rezoning as per recommendation and drawings.

Motion Stadin, second Gafkjen to recommend that the City Council approve the amendments to the Comprehensive Plan with changes discussed. Motion carried 5-0.

Minor Subdivision – Ames

Bill Ames Jr., owner, has withdrawn his subdivision request. He has received an offer to purchase the entire parcel.

The Planning Commission held no public hearing to consider the matter.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Zoning and Sign Ordinance changes

The Planning Commission and City are considering amending the Comprehensive Plan to account for potential development on the west side.  The next step after amending the Plan is to make additions and changes to the Zoning Ordinance and to the Sign Ordinance to implement. 

The key elements to the amendments are to create three new zoning districts and to require architectural and landscaping requirements. 

Staff asked for a clarification of metal siding.  Thorbeck explained the difference between agricultural and commercial metal.  He was instructed to develop definitions for pole barn, agricultural metal and commercial metal.

The Commission also discussed billboards. The language would allow billboards but they would need to advertise local businesses.  Thorbeck was directed to make freestanding signs conditional uses in the new districts.

The Commission will revisit the sign issues at the public hearing.

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to set a public hearing for July 12 to take public comment on amending the zoning and sign ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Project Updates

Staff provided a quick update on the Dollar Store, Thorvig and Johnson developments.

NEW BUSINESS

None

OTHER

ADJOURN

Motion Gafkjen, second Hilty to adjourn meeting at 8:31 pm. Motion carried 5-0. 

