CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

December 13, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, L & T Gafkjen, Riley 

Members absent:
Hilty, Spartz, J Frederickson 

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council liaison Bonander; Missy Polster



Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to approve minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.

UPDATES

Staff reported on a meeting on December 3 where representatives of Essentia St Mary’s, Essentia Sandstone, Benedictine Health Systems, the City and Ryan Company met to discuss plans for the medical campus site.  He shared a preliminary conceptual plan on how the campus could look.

The Spectrum Health project is proceeding.  Spectrum and the City have a handshake on the language to a pre-development agreement and an escrow agreement. 

Staff also stated that the City had applied for funds under the DEED Infrastructure Grant and the new MNDOT transportation grant program (TED), for funds to help pay for the costs of making improvements to the state highways to allow for economic development, to do the hospital loop road and to build a road into the airport property. The total project cost is $ 3.5 million and the City is applying for $ 1.9 million.  IF the hospital commits the City is confident it can get about another $ 1 million from federal EDA sources leaving the remainder to be paid for by TIF and assessments.

PUBLIC HEARING

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to open the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 4-0.

Hearing opened at 7:16 pm

Staff reviewed the staff report, which in summary states that the submissions are compete and meet the ordinance requirements.  It also meets the requirements of the Comprehensive Plan.

Missy Polster, a neighbor, wanted to state her thoughts, as she is not opposed but is very interested in the process and its result.   She wishes to see as many of the pine preserved as possible and wishes to see that quality businesses and jobs are brought in as a result of this new plat. 

Motion T Gafkjen, Second R Frederickson to close the Public Hearing. Motion approved 4-0.

Hearing closed at 7:27 pm.

Motion Riley, second T Gafkjen to adopt the proposed Finding of Facts and recommend to the City Council the approval of the preliminary plat with the conditions that the owner be changed to Sandstone EDA; that final approval not be given until MNDOT issues an access permit and that the Council determine a name for the plat.   Motion carried 4-0.

UPDATES – continued

The EDA will hear at its January 19 meeting from LHB Architects & Mission Development on the actions and costs to “mothball” the Old School for up to five years.

The City is closing with Mike Johnson property this week. The Planning Commission will need to review the land use and reuse of the existing site at an upcoming meeting.

The passenger rail project is proceeding and when FRA approval is received on the alternative routes analysis, the environmental assessment will continue and be completed in May.  With approval of the environmental the NLX will be in a position to apply for the $ 55 to $60 million needed to start engineering plan and specifications.  They have most if not all of the match monies need for the engineering.  None of this requires any further legislative action.

A&D Recycling has sent a request that the City grant them the ability to receive and store additional metal outside the building.  Staff is preparing a response that they first need to fix the existing fence to come into compliance with the current permit.  Second, at the request of the Commission, staff will request a drawing or sketch as to what A&D is proposing to better understand the concept.  And third, the current permit conditions do not allow outside storage and this request would require that the permit be amended.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

OTHER

Land Use Incentive training

Staff presented information from LMCIT on on-line training relating to land use.  To reduce its losses on land use issues, LMCIT had developed training for Councils and Commissions to help them understand what they need to do when making land use decisions.  Completion of the course by enough members will qualify the city for a discount on legal costs on any land use claims.  Member R Frederickson has completed the training.

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second Riley to adjourn meeting. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

