SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 15, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, John Kern, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 9C – Approve variance from noise ordinance. Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Kern expressed his disappointment that the hoses for watering the plants are missing from behind the Veteran’s Memorial.  He noted that this Committee and their work are all volunteer.  He also informed the Council that approximately 95% of the electrical work on the bandstand is completed.  Griffith stated that Public Works employees had not removed the hoses.  Tim Franklin announced the Chamber Steak Fry on Wednesday, the 23rd, with social hour beginning at 5:00 p.m.  He also noted that the Courier would have 2 pages of photos from the tour of the Old School building.  Edmond commented positively on the number of kids using the new Skate Park equipment, but he expressed concern that most of the kids were not wearing helmets.   Griffith stated that the City would be posting signs soon.  Stadin expressed frustration that the STOP signs had been removed from the snowmobile trail, presumably because it would be easier for mowing activities.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES
Motion Kester, second Andrews to approve the meeting minutes for September 2, 2009. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  9A – Set Truth in Taxation hearing date for December 2nd and set the continuation hearing, if needed for December 16th; 9B – Set Levy Adoption Hearing for December 16th; 9C – Approve variance from noise ordinance – Gas Light – September 26th. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve and pay claims in the amount of $79,900.48. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for August 2009.

PUBLIC HEARING

Temporary Liquor License for Chamber for Octoberfest

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to open the public hearing for the temporary liquor license for Octoberfest at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was no public comment.  Action on this matter will be taken later in the meeting.

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to close the public hearing at 7:19 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Administrator’s Evaluation

Consensus was to table this agenda item until the next regular meeting.

2009 Street & Utility Improvement Project – Wagon Bridge Road project

Council reviewed the plans and specifications from S.E.H. for the Wagon Bridge Road project.

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to adopt Resolution 2009-27, Resolution approving plans and specifications (Wagon Bridge Road project): ordering advertisement for bids.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEWBUSINESS

Public Works – winter assistant and compost monitor

The Public Works combined position of compost monitor/winter snow plowing duty was advertised and there were six applicants.  The Personnel Committee reviewed the applications and is recommending that the Council offer the position to Brad Yaste at $8.50 per hour.  Andrews questioned whether Mr. Yaste had the appropriate license for the plowing work.  Griffith responded that no special MNDOT license is needed for plowing with the 1-ton truck.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to offer the Public Works winter assistant/compost monitor position to Brad Yaste.  Motion carried 5-0.

Robinson Park – bathroom parking

Part of the Robinson Park bathroom remodel project calls for creating a handicapped-accessible parking spot at the bathroom location.  The project was advertised and one quote was received, from MPJ Enterprises.  Andrews requested that the City ensure that the crushed asphalt used on the project be compacted so that it is conducive to wheelchair use.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to authorize a contract with MPJ Enterprises for the Robinson Park bathroom parking project in the amount of $1,602.00, with payment from the Park improvements account.  Motion carried 5-0.

Temporary Liquor License for Octoberfest - Chamber

The Council held a public hearing on this issue previously in this meeting.  There was no public comment.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the Chamber’s application for a temporary liquor license for Octoberfest 2009, subject to all requirements of the City ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Golf Manager position

The current Golf Manager, Gary Bowen, has announced his retirement and Staff is recommending that the Council authorize advertising for a new Golf Manager once the job description review is completed.  Edmond felt that the Council should have an opportunity for extended discussion with the Golf Advisory Commission prior to advertising this position.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to set a special meeting for Tuesday, October 6 at 6:00 p.m. to meet with the Golf Advisory Commission to discuss the future of the Golf Course.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to table the discussion regarding advertising for a new Golf Manager until after the Council has had an opportunity to meet with the Golf Advisory Commission.  Motion carried 5-0.

Commercial Building Maintenance Inspection Report

The Council reviewed the Building Inspector’s inspection report of the commercial buildings in the City.  The City ordinance requires that a written notice of maintenance violations be provided to the property owner describing the remedial action to be taken and the timeframe in which the corrective action must take place.  Noting that the City Garage is in need of repairs, Kester asked if there is any money in the budget for these repairs.  Griffith responded affirmatively.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to direct Staff to issue the initial notification letters to property owners of commercial buildings, which are in violation of the Commercial Building Maintenance Code.  Motion carried 5-0.

Old School – current taxes

A total of $9,637.89 is due on October 15th for current taxes on the Old School property.  Griffith noted that approximately 40% of that amount would be come back to the City.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve payment of the current taxes on the Old School property in the amount of $9,637.89, to be paid out of General Reserve funds.  Motion carried 5-0.

The back taxes due on the Old School building total over $42,000.

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to approve payment of all back taxes and assessments due on the Old School property, $42,210.43, to be paid out of General Reserve funds.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – September 8, Community Rail Station Committee minutes – August 11, Fire & Rescue minutes – August 24, and PeopleService operations report – September 9.  Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

 Griffith informed the Council that the community service project – curb painting and Robinson Park brushing will start in early October and that the Healthy Communities meeting will be held in October – no date set yet.  He reminded them of the DEED Development Conference on October 1 & 2 and the LMC Regional meeting on October 1 in Princeton.  He also noted that the Phosphorus Management Plan had been sent in to the MPCA and that NLX will hold an informational meeting in October to update the public on recent developments.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

2010 Budget & Levy

· EDA levy request 

Financing on the Wild River Apartments requires the EDA to request the City to levy for any operational shortfalls.  Projected shortfall for this year is $133,000.  Additionally, Ehlers is recommending that the EDA request an additional levy of $17,000 to replace funds used from the EDA Operating Reserve.  The EDA has made such a request.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the levy request by the EDA and to agree to levy $150,000.  Motion carried 5-0.

· 2010 Preliminary Budget
Griffith again reviewed the proposed 2010 budget and summarized levy limits.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2009-28, Resolution adopting preliminary 2010 operating budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

· 2010 Preliminary Levy
Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2009-29, Resolution adopting preliminary 2010 levy.  Motion carried 5-0.

CLOSED SESSION – Union Negotiations

The Council recessed at 8:05 p.m. to go into closed session.

ADJOURN

Motion, second to adjourn at p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor

Attest:

___________________________________________

Sam Griffith, Clerk

