SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 3, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Atterbury

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:            Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Marshall Weems, Don Behrman,




Deputy Frehse, Raymond Buzo

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for March 3, with the addition of 9C-Reappoint Andy Andrews to Sandstone Fire and Rescue, 12G-Consider pay request-Fire Chief, and 14A-Pine Medical Center and Health Care Center reports from latest North Pine Hospital District Board meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

There were no resident or Council member complaints mentioned.  Deputy Frehse reported that there were 107 calls for the month of February.  He also noted that a tool box containing pipe-cutting tools was recovered from a snow bank near the school.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for February 17 and 22, 2010.  Motion carried 4-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the following consent agenda items:  9B –Approve vacation time for Administrator on the week of March 22, and 9C-Reappoint Andy Andrews to the Sandstone Fire and Rescue. Motion carried 4-0.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the following consent agenda item: 9A-Approve Councilmember Bonander attendance at LMC Legislative Day on March 25. Motion carried 3-0, Bonander abstaining. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $35,398.81. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Revised Law Enforcement Contract

The Council is being asked to consider revisions to the proposed 2010/2011 contract for law enforcement services even though it had already approved the original proposal subject to receipt of a signed contract.  

Bonander stated that it is unrealistic to attempt to keep track of minutes as proposed in the contract.  Stadin asked if a deputy was responding 24 hours/day, 7 days a week.  Edmond pointed out that the day is coming when the City will not be able to afford the additional costs of contracted hours of law enforcement.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to reject the revised law enforcement contract and agree to sign the original contract with only one change-that notification of the rate from the Sherriff be in July, rather than August. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Assessing the costs of securing of building at 914 State Highway 23 North

The commercial building at 914 State Highway 23 North was inspected by the City Building Inspector per the Commercial Building Maintenance Code and violations reported to the owner.  No action was taken and the Council ordered the building secured at the November 4th meeting.  An invoice was sent to the owner, but no payment has been received.  

Motion Edmond, second Kester to open the public hearing regarding the assessment of costs for securing the hazardous commercial building at 914 State Highway 23 North at 7:20 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.

There was no public comment.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to close the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2010-08, resolution adopting assessment roll for securing of property located at 914 State Highway 23 North, Sandstone, Minnesota.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Old School

Marshall Weems, Mission Development, presented a proposal for the assessment of space needs and the development of a fit plan for the reuse of the Old School to accommodate City Hall, the Library and the History Center.  

Stadin commented that he had feedback from residents indicating no interest in pursuing this proposal.  He wondered that the City would do with the existing City Hall.  He also expressed the opinion that the building should be torn down with the exception of the auditorium which is on ground floor and has no need of an elevator.  

Bonander expressed the opposite response.  He stated that it would be prudent to pursue the possibility.  

Edmond, too, felt that the Council had the obligation to determine feasibility of reuse before deconstruction.  He appreciated the potential ability of the Council to make their final decision based on the facts available from such a study.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize the contract with Mission Development undertaking a space needs study for the reuse option of the Old School.  Motion carried 3-1.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS (continued)

Parking on Old Military

There has been an issue with parking on the intersection of State Highway 123 and Old Military Road South. At the previous meeting the Administrator was asked to contact MNDOT and inquire as to State requirements on this issue. He received an email from MNDOT which states that the State does not allow parking in the right of way, and no cars should be parked within 25 feet of a stop sign. According to MNDOT the right of way at this intersection is 100 feet. 

Motion Kester, second Edmond to authorize the City to post a “No Parking” sign at the intersection of Old Military Road South, and State Highway 123. Motion carried 4-0. 

Golf-Greens mower

The Council had previously considered the purchase of a used greens mower or the repair of the existing one.  Staff was directed to obtain additional details regarding the extent of the proposed repairs.   Griffith provided the desired information.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to authorize the repair work, which totals $4,650.00, on the existing greens mower. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

2010 Fire Formula

The Council met on February 22 with the townships for the annual Fire Formula meeting.  Corrections were made to the recorded hours and the revised copy sent to the townships.  Centralized billing was also discussed and a proposed contract sent to the townships for their consideration.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve the 2010 payable Fire Formula. Motion carried 4-0. 

Request for reimbursement 

Don Behrman is requesting reimbursement from the City for damage to his mailbox when the City’s snow plow hit it on February 11.  

The Council asked to review any policy which was developed when this issue was addressed in a previous year.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to pay the $25 cost of replacing Don Behrman’s mailbox. Motion carried 4-0. 

Request from Doug Carlson

The City has received, through his Attorney, a request from Doug Carlson for a hearing before the City Council challenging the Council’s determination that the property at 914 State Highway 23 North is hazardous or presents an immediate danger to health and safety of persons in the community.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to 1) deny the request of the owner for a hearing, and 2) to state that as this action is under litigation that all conversations and correspondence be directed to the City Attorney. Motion carried 4-0.

Golf Manager

The Council had previously authorized advertising for the Golf Course Manager position.  Twenty applications have been received and the Personnel Committee has interviewed five candidates, although it is not recommending a candidate at this time due to the fact that background and reference checks are still underway.

No action taken at this time.

Community Service projects-FCI 2010

The City has utilized FCI crews in the past to accomplish a number of community service projects.  Staff is requesting authorization from the Council to make application for Community Service workers as the needs arise for suitable projects.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Staff to make applications to the FCI for community service workers as suitable projects arise.  Motion carried 4-0.

Capital Improvements-2010

Staff submitted a list of proposed Capital Improvements for 2010 for the Council’s consideration.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to proceed with Storm Water projects A, B and C to be done by the City Crew as follows:  A – Grouse Street – complete ditch work on south side from Larson Road to Thomas driveway, B – Robin Street – culvert improvement and possible replacement, and C – 5th Street – storm water piping from basin to ditch.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to authorize Staff to obtain quotes for Class V as follows:  Old Government Road – south from Airport Road to township line and north from Highway 123 past Minnesota and including Division to Highway 123, Minnesota Street – Old Military Road to Highway 123, and Airport Road. Motion carried 4-0. 

Fire Department Pay

The Council had previously appointed Mike Johnson as Fire Chief subject to a background check and his acceptance of the position.  In subsequent conversation and correspondence, Mr. Johnson is making the following requests:  Increase Chief’s pay from $2,000 to $12,000 per year, increase Assistant Chief’s pay from $1,000 to $2,000 per year, increase Captain’s pay from no compensation to $1,500 per year, that City staff do more of the reports and that training for grant writing be approved for department members.  

Edmond expressed appreciation for all the work of the officers and the Fire Department, but felt that a major change such as this should be part of the budget process.  He also requested that a formal quarterly report be issued. 

Bonander acknowledged that the positions should be paid volunteers and he felt that the money offset the additional work.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to increase the Fire Chief’s compensation from $2,000 to $5,000 per year.  Bonander accepted a friendly amendment from Stadin to include that the increase will begin on March 1st for 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to increase the Assistant Fire Chief’s compensation from $1,000 to $2,000 per year beginning on March 1st for 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to consider a pay increase for the Fire Captain in the 2011 budget.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to accept the reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, Park and Recreation Commission minutes and LCCMR Status Report. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were two informational letters from Pine Medical provided as hand outs.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith informed the Council that the Personnel committee would be meeting with the Union to review the grievance process on March 11th and that Hay Dobbs would be in town on March 5th to work on station location for the train.  

He also reminded Council members of the following workshops:  LMC – Local Government Sustainability Conference in Minneapolis on March 12th, LMC – Legislative Conference for Cities in St. Paul on March 25th, LMC – Annual Conference in St. Cloud on April 23-24th, LMC – Loss & Safety Control in St. Cloud on April 27th, and Symposium on Small Town in Morris on June 10th.  He notified the Council that he had received a proposal to farm ice at Robinson Park next winter.  Finally, he provided the Council members with the Ehlers update, the Emerald Ash Borer update and a Census reminder.

ADJOURN

Motion Edmond, second Kester to adjourn at 9:02 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

___________________________________

Rene Stadin, Deputy Mayor

                                                                            Attest:  

                                                                                        __________________________

                                                                                        Sam Griffith, Clerk

