SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 16, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:  
Edmond, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Kester

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Jill Warner, Brian Warner, and John Bassett

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff, members and public recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the agenda for June 16 with the addition of additional background material for item 12D.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander mentioned that there has been increased use of Robinson Park this spring by canoers and kayakers because the rain is keeping the water level up.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for June 2, 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

Bow hunting of deer in City limits
The City has previous allowed bow hunting for deer within the City limits and will hear public comment prior to setting the rules and regulations, which will be listed with the DNR program.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to open the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.  Motion

carried 4-0.

There was no public comment.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the rules and requirements for the 2010 Deer Control program in Sandstone.  Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  9A – Approve advertising for election judges, 9B – Approve pay rate for election judges and the head election judge, 9C – Approve partial Payment #2 – Wagon Bridge Road project.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $48,571.37.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the May Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Union contract (02) – overtime & holiday pay

The Union is requesting a change in the contract:  that holiday hours be counted toward the requirement that 40 hours be worked for overtime to be calculated and paid.  

Edmond pointed out that the request is not unusual, but that he would like to consider it when the contract is being renegotiated.  Bonander stated that employees are provided with the job description upon hire and that this issue is addressed in that manner.  

Motion Bonander to deny the Union’s request that observed holiday hours be counted toward the 40 hours requirement for overtime.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to deny the Union’s current request and suggest that this issue is appropriate for discussion at the negotiation of the next contract period.  Motion carried 4-0.

Approve Union contract for 2010-2011

Final agreement on the language in the Union contract has been reached and the Council has denied the Union’s request for one additional change.

Atterbury stated that he was not in agreement with the pay scale being included in the contract due to the fact that the City is then obligated to pay that wage even for a new employee regardless of education, experience or other qualifications.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the 2010-2011 Union contract.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider whether or not to change insurance agent

The Council had previously authorized a Request for Proposal for insurance agent services.  Two RFPs were received – North Pine Insurance and Town & Country Insurance.  The insurance policies will still remain with the LMCIT and Grinnell.  

A representative from each agency was present and given opportunity to comment on the RPF.  John Bassett, Town & Country, stated that his company had been the City’s insurance agent and that he was unaware of any service issues.  

Jill Warner, North Pine, reminded the Council that she is offering to save the City considerable expense on the commission and that she is a local agent.  

Bonander pointed out that the previous agent from Town & Country had been actively involved with the City at renewal time and that he appreciated the excellent communication, something he felt was missing when she left.  Atterbury argued that a company with more staff is likely to provide better service.  He referenced his personal and business experience with North Pine, noting that when he changed companies, North Pine had not even contacted him.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to contract with North Pine Insurance for professional insurance services beginning March 1st for 2011.  Motion carried 3-1.

Consider water supply project for Robinson Park ice climbing

The Council again reviewed the proposal for ice farming at Robinson Park which requests the City to install curb stop, yard hydrant and 50 feet of line, and the Climbers Association taking responsibility for the rest of the infrastructure and its maintenance.  Staff has received a quote from a contractor to do the City’s portion for approximately $3,000.  

Insurance issues have been discussed with LMC who is suggesting that an additional sign may be required to notify of the dangers of ice climbing.  Griffith reminded the Council that the City’s insurance policy would cover the installation project if the workers were individual volunteers instead of an organization.  

Edmond asked about insurance coverage for residents participating in the Ice Fest Activities.  Griffith responded that the Special Events permitting process requires additional insurance by the sponsor covering others.

The Council was asked to consider whether a meter should be installed at an additional cost of $3,000 and Atterbury wanted to know who would pay for the water if the meter were installed.  Edmond pointed out that the climbers have been very helpful in park improvements and active is supporting local businesses.

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to authorize Staff to contract for installation of curb stop, yard hydrant and service line for the purpose of farming ice at Robinson Park for an amount up to $3,000.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Park Commission request for porta-potty at Johnson Park

Park & Recreation Commission is requesting that the City approve a porta-potty at Johnson Park for the rest of the summer and fall.  Paul’s Portables is offering a portable toilet with weekly wash cleaning, toilet paper and hand sanitizer for $105.00/mo.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the request for a porta-potty for Johnson Park through September 2010.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider actions related to financing of projects

The Council commented on the previous night’s meeting with the financial advisor, with Edmond stating that he would like to see the City acquire the building for the maintenance facility and the property for access to the airport.  Griffith responded that purchase agreements for these properties would be presented at the next regular meeting for the Council’s consideration.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – June 9, and PeopleService operations report – June 7.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Board of Review training on September 15 at 6:30 p.m.  Kester will be required to attend since he is the only current Council member not up for re-election, but others are also encouraged to attend if planning to run again.  He also mentioned the LMC Annual Conference in St. Cloud on June 23-24 and the DEED Workshop in Pine city on July 21.  He will be out of town on vacation next week.  Finally, he announced that the Chamber would be hosting a free movie in Train Park on Saturday, June 26.

ADJOURN

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.

_____________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:

Sam Griffith, Clerk

