SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 18, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Gary Bowen, Paul Maloney, Thane Murphy, Steve 




 Johnson, Verne Jensen, Tim Franklin, George Castonguay

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the agenda for November 18, with the deletion of 12E-Consider proposal to apply for LCCMR funds for KREEC site. Motion carried 5-0.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

2010 Budget

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Andrews thanked Sam for talking to Pine Medical addressing the issue of parking in front of mailboxes. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for November 4. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Assessment of unpaid bills

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to open the Public Hearing-Assessment of Unpaid Bills at 7:23 pm.  Motion carried 5-0. 

There was no public comment.

Staff stated that all the usual reminder letters had gone out to all those on the list with unpaid bills and that individuals on the list had until November 30 to clear up these accounts before they are certified to the County. He also noted that the notices are sent to both landlords and occupants. 

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to direct Staff to certify the unpaid and delinquent accounts to the County Auditor. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize PeopleService and/or Fire Department to make ice for Lions Hill, Robinson Park and the Skating Rink, 9B-Authorize Administrator vacation for the week of December 20. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $53, 133.42. Motion carried 5-0.

 The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure Report for October. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Commercial Building Maintenance

The City Building Inspector had previously inspected all the commercial buildings in Sandstone, submitted the report to the Council and sent letters to any violators. He then re-inspected all the properties to see if they had been repaired. The Council must now decide how to deal with the unrepaired violations. Andrews noted that there were five individuals who had not responded to the violation letters at all.  

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to direct the Building Inspector to send out new violation letters to those properties that hadn’t responded to the initial letters. Motion carried 5-0. 

Golf Course-Proposal

Steve Johnson presented a proposal regarding the future of the Sandstone Golf Course in which the City retains ownership of the Course but a non-profit organization, Sandstone Golf Club Corporation, manages it. 

Andrews asked about the proposed term and how the loan from the City would be repaid, pointing out that the revenues and expenditures for this year are approximately equal and there are still expenditures for November and December. Edmond stated that he was still unclear as to where the Golf Course is losing money. He did express the opinion that he was interested in proceeding with the proposal and seeing that it was done well. Stadin pointed out that the Golf Course is operating on a loss during the winter months because the clubhouse is not being utilized. He also wanted to know how the Golf Course planned to pay for administrative costs, i.e. insurance, which are now being absorbed by the City through its policy. 

Steve Johnson acknowledged that there was some discussion among the group regarding the time frame. He noted that if the corporation assumes management in January, they would have no money on hand to pay the bills until spring revenues. Griffith stated that he would be meeting with the City Attorney to ask for clarification whether the group was intending their proposal as a management lease, as he did not want to incur any legal costs without serious interest. Steve assured him that their interest was serious, and requested that he proceed with the meeting with the Attorney. 

NEW BUSINESS

Healthy Communities program application

A group of seven community members attended a grant workshop. The workshop was put on by the Initiative Foundation regarding the Healthy Communities program. The next step is to apply for participation in this program. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to authorize and support applying for participation in the Healthy Communities program. Motion carried 5-0. 

Feasibility Study-proposed Jensen Subdivision

Verne Jensen came before the Council at their last meeting to discuss development of his ten-acre parcel west of the Golf Course. Mr. Jensen needs to find the cost of brining municipal water and sewer to his land, so the City Engineer must do a Feasibility Study. 

Edmond clarified that the cost of the study, which Mr. Jensen has agreed to pay, will be credited only if the utilities are put in. Verne Jensen wanted to make it clear that he was not initiating the Feasibility Study. 

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to approve Resolution 2009-37, a resolution ordering a Feasibility Study for utilities to Outlot A of Vork’s Addition. Motion carried 5-0.

BNSF lease-Angle Park

Angle Park has been leased from the railroad for one dollar since 1955. Because of the new Ice Rink and Skate Park that were built, BNSF is calling for a new lease of $1,800 per year with an annual 3% increase. 

Andrews asked if purchasing the property was possible. Griffith responded that the City would once again offer to buy the land. He added that a fence should be put up this year at the very least.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to authorize applying for a new lease with BNSF for the Angle Park property. Motion carried 5-0. 
Appoint Fire Chief

Standards have been set for the hire of a new Fire Chief, and the position was advertised. One application was received, but Atterbury noted that a member of the Fire Department had not been aware of the closing date and thus had not turned in his application. This member had asked Atterbury if it was possible to extend the closing date. The Personnel Committee met, and is recommending that the date be extended. 

Andrews abstained from the voting, but he did make the rest of the Council that the individual in question resigned from the Chief’s position the last time and requested that the Personnel Committee review the attendance log. 

Fire Chief George Castonguay pointed out that the Fire Department members will be voting on officers this coming Monday and it would be helpful to know who the Fire Chief would be when they hold that election. 

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to extend deadline for the Fire Chief position to November 30. Motion carried 4-0 with 1 abstention. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, PeopleService Operations Report-November, and the Chamber Newsletter-November. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave his report. He reminded the Council of the Truth in Taxation Hearing on December 2 at 6:30 p.m. He mentioned the NLX informational meeting-December 10 in Hinckley, and that support letter were written for a Sandstone Area Rink Association grant application. He noted the Rural Broadband workshop that he and Stadin were attending on November 9 in Duluth. He also highlighted the Ehlers update. 

ADJOURN

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:36 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

