SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Bonander

Members absent:
Stadin

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Andrea Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Dean Petersen – Fire Chief, Sarah Sonsalla - attorney, Mike Mendiola – MSA Engineering, Deputy Gary Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda with the correction that Ordinance 02 be changed to Ordinance 03 and Ordinance 03 be changed to 04 in Old Business.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

MSA Engineering—Sixth Street Project

Mike Mendiola from MSA Engineering appeared before the Council to provide an update on the Sixth Street repair project.  He informed the Council that two catch basins were installed in 2007, and that MSA is working with the gas company to relocate a gas main in the street.  He also provided the Council with an updated cost estimate for the project.  

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to accept Resolution 2008-07, approving the plans and specifications and letting the project out to bid.  Motion carried 4-0.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 109 calls in the City of Sandstone for the month of March, thirteen being medical related.  He also noted that there have been more issues with dogs as the weather has been getting warmer, and also strongly suggested beginning a neighborhood watch.  

Bonander informed the Council that the last Chamber meeting at the Fire Hall was well attended, and that the next meeting will be on April 30th at noon at the Golf Course with a presentation on passenger rail.    

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the regular meeting minutes for March 19th.   Motion carried 4-0.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set Public Hearing for Facilities Plan—May 7th at 6:30 pm; Approve DNR use of airport for training—April 4th & 5th; Approve Sportsman’s Club raffle in June; Approve Golf Course temporary hires; Approve DNR use of airport for fire suppression—April 10th; Accept resignations of Richardson and Best from Library Board;  Appoint Thorvig, Deach, and Olson to Library Board; Approve purchase of four sets of turnout gear.  

Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $110,747.98.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2008-03—Amend Animal Control 

The City has an animal control ordinance, which in part regulates the number of dogs that may be kept on a single premise.  The Council discussed at a previous meeting some changes that would increase the number of dogs allowed on a single premise based on the size of the parcel on which the premise is located.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2008-03, an ordinance amending section 911.11 of the Sandstone City Code regarding Keeping of Dogs.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Consider Ordinance 2008-04—Amend Fire Services Ordinance

The City has an ordinance which in part defines those activities for which the City and its Fire Department may charge.  The Council is asked to consider some language, which would make the ordinance clearer and more specific.  The language would clarify a definition to make it clear that services for which the Department may charge include accident scene safety and traffic control at an emergency within or outside the city limits.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2008-04, an ordinance amending Section 906 of the Sandstone City Code regarding Emergency and Fire Protection Services.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Consider Appeal of Fire Department Fee—Set Procedure

The City has received another appeal of a Fire Department fee.  When the City receives an appeal, Staff reviews the circumstance of the event resulting in a fee being charged and responds to the request.  If the Staff response is not satisfactory the current process has all appeals then come in directly to the City Council for their decision.  Staff suggests that before the Council review, the Council establish an intermediate step wherein a Council member and Staff review the second request and determine whether or not it merits Council consideration or whether the appeal can be handled by administrative action.  Such action could be either a further response requesting payment or perhaps, based on the circumstances of the request, a reduction of the fee.  Any further dispute would require Council review and action.  

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to direct staff to develop a Policy and to appoint Edmond as the Council representative.  Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Spruce Road Work and Land Swap with MMAP Properties 

The EDA has purchased the Vork property and the City has approved the Final Plat for Vork’s Addition.  To access the golf property the City will need to develop Spruce Road as platted in Vork’s Addition.  

Mike Johnson is building Ashley’s Addition along Lincoln Avenue. Mike Johnson has stated a willingness to swap labor for the City parcel just north of his subdivision on Lincoln Avenue.  

Basic discounted price for the road base is $10,634.00.  The basic land value of the lot is $3,820.  The cost of the title transfer would be several hundred dollars.  Mr. Johnson is willing to do the basic roadwork in the proposal for the $ 10,634 less the value of the lot and the cost of the title transfer.  At a later date, the road base would require Class V.  Planning Commission reviewed this proposal and went on record to state that it would be in the City’s interest to make this lot available for development as well as achieve access to the recently purchased Vork property at a reasonable cost.  

Tim Franklin presented a written request that the parcel be placed up for auction as he may have an interest in acquiring the parcel.

The city attorney, Sarah Sonsalla, stated the City has a lot of latitude in how in can dispose of property. She recommended that the City develop a request for proposal for Council review.

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to have staff develop a Request for Proposal for the parcel.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Consider Fire Department Replacement of Rescue Van

The Fire Department is having on-going mechanical and electrical problems with the rescue van.  The Department wishes to replace the rescue can with another vehicle.  Arlen Krantz has a 99 Ford F350 flat bed with 160,000 miles which it will sell to the Department for $8,750.  The Fire Chief estimates that the costs to paint, add lights, radios, and enclosure to the vehicle would be at about $15,000 minimum.  

Lancaster, Wisconsin has a 96 Chevy rescue truck with 4,600 miles out for bid.  The Department estimates the necessary bid would be $15,000 but would need no changes except for new lettering.  Atterbury recommended the Department see the vehicle before offering a bid.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to authorize Fire Department to send a representative to view the Lancaster rig before it could place a bid on the Lancaster rig for an amount not to exceed $15,000, and further to price out costs of outfitting the Krantz flat bed as an alternative.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Consider Special Event Permit—Rapid Riders—Robinson Park

The City has received a special event application for Robinson Park for May 30th-June 1st.  The applicant is Rapids Riders Canoe and Kayak Club for a two day beginners classes in whitewater safety and paddling techniques.  Event would require approval of overnight camping in the park.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve special events permit for the Rapids Riders Canoe and Kayak Club subject to submission of insurance binder and a signed Indemnification Agreement.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Request for Electrical Upgrades for Train Park

As the use of Train Park continues to grow, there is an immediate need to upgrade and improve the electrical.  Drilling Electric was contracted to discuss with MN Power how to upgrade service to serve the entire park so that the City could continue to hold events such as Quarry Days.  The Chamber discussed and is in support of these electrical upgrades.  Edmond requested more details before a decision is requested.    

Council consensus was to proceed by having Drilling Electric finalize the details and costs of the project and bring back tot eh Council for consideration.  

Initial Review of Proposed Storm Water Management Ordinance

The City has completed a storm water management plan for the City and has developed and implemented a storm water utility fee.  With the City anticipating additional development, the next step is to develop and adopt an erosion control and storm water management ordinance.  The City currently has a grading and filling ordinance and an ordinance regulating excavations.  The new ordinance would combine and amend those ordinances and add additional requirements for the management of storm water when these land disturbance activities occur.  An ordinance has been prepared by the City’s attorney and is being reviewed by the City’s engineer and other land planners.  

No action was taken at this time.  

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Library Board.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

East Central Schools—void lease for ABE/GED space at City Hall

North Pine Insurance Request—consider changing agent

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Board of Review meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 7 p.m; that the City will participate in Emerald Ash Borer detection survey again; and that the MN Power franchise agreement is up for renewal.  

He informed the Council of the LMC Legislative Conference on April 9th and 10th; the Sustainable Tourism Workshop on April 15th in Duluth; and, the Business & Workforce Development Conference on April 29tha and 30th in Hinckley.  The Administrator will be taking vacation the week of April 20th.  He updated the Council on the Adventure Race, which has been delayed until spring of 2009, and noted that an ad for City Hall repairs is in the paper.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Andrea Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

