PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

NOTES

June 9, 2005

Members present: D Barsness, M Dewey, D Dybvig, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others: Doug Marshall 

At 7:30 there was not a quorum, so those present began discussions.

Review improvement and development plans

KREEC

Griffith reported that Dave Eggen of Mud Creek Enterprises ahs been hired as a forester to bid out and oversee the logging of the site.

Also, a painter has been hired to paint the building to prevent further deterioration.  Project should be completed in two weeks.

4-H was invited to the meeting to discuss other activities that could take place on the site.  

Rec Area

Griffith reported that the field was disced on Monday.

Dewey had made some calls about rock picking.  The equipment we hoped to use is not available but Kevin Carlson and Harvest Christian School is considering doing a rock-picking bee in exchange for a donation.  

Griffith reported that he is awaiting fencing quotes for the softball field.  These involve cost to move backstop, reuse some of the old fencing and all new fencing.  It is also hoped that the remainder of the rec area will be seeded so that it can be mowed in the future.

Pat Dewey has staked out the softball area work area.

Robinson Park

Member Barness reported on the Saturday, May 21 workday. There were 25 people from all over the state and Wisconsin who came and picked trash and cut brush.  City provided food for lunch and the GasLight provided an evening meal for the workers.

Many of the workers were either climbers or kayakers.  The ice climbers spent time identifying other areas that could be created for ice climbing.  A representative form the Minnesota Climbing Association will be returning in June to further develop a plan for areas for rock climbing and to help identify camping sites.  Others will be returning this summer and in the fall to complete or start projects.  Several have volunteered to return to do the bathroom fix up.   

There was a lot of enthusiasm generated that day and many good contracts.  Once contact was with a director of the UMD Outdoor Recreation Program who not only participated in the clean up and but volunteered to help write grants when our Robinson Park plan is clearer.  Initial plans for a fall clean up are already underway.

Doug Marshall

Mr. Marshall provided some background information about himself and his plans for the airport area.  He then sketched out a general idea of how some of the things he is talking about could be applied to parks to provide natural ways to improve the land in parks.  He talked about how with certain grazing practices you can improve the quality of the land while keeping brush and grass down.  This could apply to the logged area as well as other areas of the KREEC site.  Further, it might be possible to use guinea fowl to control ticks.  There would need to be weather and winter shelters for the animals and a source of water but over a several year period there would be a marked improvement in the land.

The members presented liked the idea and asked Mr. Marshall to prepare a more specific proposal for the KREEC site for their consideration.

Former Hockey Rink Area

Petry reported on a contact she has who has volunteered to build skate park equipment if materials are bought.  The group felt that a plan for the skate board park should be submitted and a materials and price list developed before businesses could be approached for funding.   Still need an association to help write rules for the park. 

Small Child Play Area – Johnson Park

Dybvig had done some research but asked assistance on determining which age group we should design for. It was felt that 8 and under would be the age group. The next step would be to select some general designs and then have at least two company representatives visit and help finalize a design.  Preference is for a play area where volunteers could do the assembly.

Other

Petry wondered if City would add a park fee to all new building permits of $25 to $50 to be dedicated for park improvements.

Petry also suggested a possible name for the skate board park area could be Angle Park.

Griffith reported he will be attending the July Lions Club meeting and will be proposing to them that that provide some financial support to our park improvements and hopefully a multi-year commitment for capital improvements matching City funds.  Also that if playground funds can be raised if they would be the volunteer labor to assemble new playground equipment.

Further he will be attending the June Quarry Lions meeting and asking for their volunteer labor to paint and stain at the Lions Hill chalet.

Next meeting is July 14.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Notes by Sam Griffith

