SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 1, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:             Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:              Edmond

Staff present:                    Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:                 Erika Hormillosa, Emilee Franklin, Mary Franklin, Savannah Franklin, Cassie

                                         White, Alan White, Logan McAllister, Audra McAllister, Pam 

                                         Hogberg, Phil Kester, Gary Koland, Ken Chambard, Deb Murphy, Luke       

                                         Murphy, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Devin Murphy, Thane Murphy, Greg 

                                         Anderson-SEH, George Castonguay, Gene LaLonde, Craig Thorvig.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE ADGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda for October 1, 2008, with the deletion of 12C-Consider winter PW helper job description.   Motion carried 4-0

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Feasibility Study-North Section Development

Council authorized a feasibility study in July of 2008 relating to improvements to provide necessary infrastructure in the area of the proposed Free Church and hospital developments, including cost estimates. Council reviewed the submitted engineering report. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2008-21, resolution receiving the Engineering Feasibility Study for the North Section Development. Motion Carried 4-0.

Preliminary Plat-Meadow Woods

The Evangelical Free Church of Sandstone has submitted a preliminary plat and all the related required submissions for the development of their land. The plat and submissions were reviewed and commented upon by the Staff, Planning Commission, the City Engineer, Fire Department, Building Inspector and others. The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing and did recommend approval with conditions.  

Staff presented the plat on behalf of the Free Church and reviewed all drawings and submissions received. The Council reviewed the plat submissions and comments. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2008- 25, resolution granting preliminary plat approval for Meadow Woods with the following conditions: Loop water main around the building, install fire hydrant on north side of building, create a fire lane around all buildings, develop utility easements around all utility lines; add a 30’ ROW along west boundary; provide floor elevations for buildings; ghost plat multi-family building(s); show connect to sanitary sewer at southwest boundary; provide drainage easements round each pond with clear ingress/egress access to each pond; approval of wetland delineation by Pine County SWD; allow development of a private drive but the ROW and construction to city street specifications and the road must loop to match fire lane; all necessary agreements, plan submissions and permits required to proceed and the conditions outlined in the SEH letter dated October 1, 2008. Motion carried 4-0

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson announced the upcoming events for October 31:  Fire Hall 4-6 pm for younger kids, basement of Senior Dining 7-9 pm for teenagers.
APPR OVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for September 17, 2008. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none

NEW BUSINESS

Ice Rink Project

A group of interested parents and youth are organizing for the purpose of building an ice rink in Sandstone. The Council was notified of their intentions at the last meeting. Speaking for the group, Thane Murphy explained the group’s proposal including cost estimates (in an amount totaling $33,000), desired location (pros and cons of Angle Park versus Eagle Drive), issues relating to supervision, and future development expenses, noting that with the City’s support the group would like to see an ice rink developed this year. Grant monies would be sought for future developments. Donations already promised include light poles from ECE, $2,500 from the Mille Lacs Band, and Zamboni repairs from the FCI VTech Instructor. 

Bonander raised the following issues: what was Park and Recreation Commission’s involvement, what are BNSF’s security/safety requirements as this is leased land, the need for a parking plan, provision of a Port-a-Potty, and whether or not the expenditures had been budgeted for in this year. Atterbury expressed support for the proposal, noting that the Park and Recreation budget had been cut for the past three years. He also wondered about the impact on the neighborhood. Murphy responded that he had not canvassed the neighbors. Johnson noted that two of the neighboring houses are unoccupied. John Kern added that a number of skates had been donated in the previous years for use on the rink at Lion’s Hill. When Johnson asked about ongoing electrical and other related costs, Murphy responded that fundraising could be done to help defray these expenses. Stadin stated that since the City gave away the light poles from the previous rink, it should, at the very least, be responsible for replacing them. Alan White pointed out that improvements at the Angle Ave. site would provide multiple uses. Griffith stated that the Council needed to determine if this was a project that it wanted to support, and what conditions or expectations would be attached.           

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to make a maximum amount of $33,000 available to build an ice rink in Sandstone with the following conditions:  The interested parents will form a association to develop rules, schedule and operational plan, the Council will authorize a letter to the FCI requesting Zamboni repairs, the lights will be turned out at 10:00 pm, there will be no parking on the north and south ends of the lot, and temporarily no parking on the east side of Angle Ave. Motion carried 4-0

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Appoint and pay election judges for general election, 9B-Approve Resolution 2008-20-Amend Fee Schedule and set Zoning use permit fee at $5.00, and 9C-Approve sale and acknowledge perpetual care payment S1/2 of N1/2 of Lot 13, section C, 2nd Addition-Schnoor. Motion carried 4-0

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $ 90,499.82. Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Administrator’s Review

The Administrator’s contract is annually reviewed in September. Each Council member was given the opportunity to evaluate his performance, in writing. Mayor Atterbury summarized the completed evaluations. Griffith is requesting a 3% salary increase beginning January 1, 2009, and a $150.00 increase in the City’s match of his deposit into the Minnesota Deferred Compensation Plan.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to approve Addendum # 10 to the Administrator’s employment agreement, sections 6 and 7:  a 3% increase in salary beginning January 1, 2009, and match by City of 50% of Griffith’s deposit into Minnesota Deferred Compensation Plan up to maximum of $ 1,900 annually-increase of $150.00, respectively. Motion carried 4-0.

Rail Alliance-Proposed Agreement

The Northern Lights Rail Alliance has proposed an Agreement that would grant Sandstone Affiliate status. This agreement would not give the City any voting rights, nor would it infer representation. The City, along with Hinckley, Cambridge, and the Mille Lacs Band, have met and have proposed changes to that agreement. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2008-24, a resolution by the City of Sandstone declaring its request to the Rail Alliance to amend the affiliate agreement, to include the establishment of a Community Station Development Advisory Committee and that the Agreement also reasonably reflect the support, issues and concerns expressed in the EC RDC letter dated September 19, 2008. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Reimbursement Resolution-Meadow Woods

The City is proposing to make expenditures related to the Meadow Woods subdivision. Certain expenditures can be reimbursed if the City declares its intent to do so. 

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to approve Resolution 2008-22, a resolution declaring the official intent of the City of Sandstone to reimburse certain expenditures from the proceeds of bonds to be issued by the City in relation to the Meadow Woods Project. Motion carried 4-0

Reimbursement Resolution-North Section Development

The City is proposing to make expenditures related to the hospital site and nearby properties. Certain expenditures can be reimbursed if the City declares its intent to do so.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2008-23, a resolution declaring the official intent of the City of Sandstone to reimburse certain expenditures from the proceeds of bonds to be issued by the City in relation to the North Section Development Project. Motion carried 4-0

Consider Travel policy amendments

The Council discussed the travel and conference policy, specifically mileage reimbursement and the amount to tip when dining. Standardized mileage to specific cities were determined (the shortest, most direct route) as follows:  Hinckley-16, Pine City Courthouse-42, Pine City Cityhall-48, Askov-14, Mora-70, Cambridge-92, Duluth -134 and St. Cloud Civic Center-158. Tipping standards range from 15 to 20%. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve amendments to the Conference and Training Allowances Policy by setting standard mileage rates to certain cities, and by allowing reimbursement for an 18% tip, if it is included on the receipt. Motion carried, 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows: 13A-Paid claims, 13B-Golf Operations Reports-September 22, and 29, 13C-Fire Department minutes-August 25 and September 22, 13D Planning Commission minutes-September 24. Motion carried 4-0

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMINUICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith noted the General Election, November 4th, and a Golf meeting to discuss budget, and improvement plans. He mentioned the upcoming workshops: October 22-LMC Regional meeting in Mora, December 3 and 4- Connected Communities-a broadband development, and a Rail Alliance meeting in Chism-November 22. He noted that Minnesota Energy’s gas rates were being increased, that a change in the bylaws of the Art and History Center calls for the collection being offered to the Library first and then to the City if it should disband, and that there is a two hour toll-free call in opportunity for the public to ask questions regarding Minnesota homeownership on October 15.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 9:17 p.m. Motion carried 5-0                                 
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