SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 6, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Bonander

Members absent:
Stadin

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Aaron Johnson – CATV, 

                                    John Mikrot

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Mike Mendiola – MSA, Gene LaLonde,

                                     Sheriff Mansavage, Deputy Frehse, George Castonguay  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

There were none.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the minutes for July 2 and for July 16.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Appoint and pay election judges for the primary as listed and 9B-Aprrove sale of the N ½ of Lot 32, Section F, 2nd Addition and accept perpetual care payment.   Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse reported on incidents in Sandstone in the last month and an overview of the new coverage schedule.

Sheriff Mansavage presented the proposed policing contract for 2009.  Fuel has had the biggest impact on costs.  Actual costs are about $ 65 per hour.  The County contract covers about 55% of the actual costs.  The new proposal is for a 5% increase.

The scheduling change means that coverage won’t change but the personnel will.  Deputy Frehse will still be providing coverage but other deputies will be covering on other days depending on scheduling.

Overall crime is down in the County largely due to the reduction in the number of meth labs.

Neighborhood Watch is still important in the reporting and reduction of crime and the Sheriff and his office will provide support if one is started in Sandstone.

There was discussion about the City providing a computer for the Sandstone patrol car.  The Sheriff was asked to provide information so that it can be included in budget discussions.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of 

$ 838,029.75.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Review of Public Works garage space study 

The Council has contracted with MSA Engineering to help plan and design a new Public Works garage.  Draft #1 of the Space Needs Study identified spaces and uses with a preliminary cost estimate.  

Council directed Public Works to revise the list of what equipment should be stored inside.  That information was presented at a previous meeting.  

Council then directed Public Works to review what activities should take place in the building.

PW Supervisor Mikrot presented to the Council his list of inside uses for the building.  These would include parking bays for equipment, a wash bay, a large maintenance bay, and a small welding bay.  Rooms would include a parts room, a mechanical room, an office and a bathroom.

There was discussion about how much of the building should be heated, whether or not some of the diesel equipment should be stored inside or outside, and how the building or buildings would be laid out on the site.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct MSA to prepare Draft # 2 of the Space Needs Study with a new cost estimate based on discussions to this point.  Motion approved 4-0.

Amend City Water and Sewer Codes

The City has ordinances which establish the structure and operations of the City’s water and sewer systems.  A portion of these ordinances present the City’s method of charging for connections to the systems; useage of the systems; and how charges are determined. Ordinance 2008 – 09 would amend these ordinances to clarify the purposes for which charges are collected and would define the criteria which will be used to determine the amount of the charges.

The ordinance would base a connection charge on a Residential Equivalency Unit (REU). One REU is based on the useage of one single family detached home.  Other types of structures would pay a prorated charge based on the estimated volume of wastewater they would generate or water they would use.   The City will use the charts and determinations in the Metropolitan Council SAC procedural manual as basis for determining estimated volumes and REUs.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2008 – 09, an ordinance amending sections of the City Code relating to the city sanitary sewer and water systems.  Motion approved 4-0. 

Amend Fee Schedule-Sewer and Water Access Fees

The City adopted Ordinance 2008 – 09 which determines how the fees for water and sewer access are determined and set.  The Council is asked to consider Resolution 2008 - 15 which would provide the City a means of funding the higher costs of the expansion, maintenance and operations of its water and wastewater systems by amending the city Fee Schedule to increase the access charges to the city’s wastewater and water systems.

Staff reviewed with the Council the fees charged by surrounding communities and  recommendation that the water access charge be a percentage of the sewer access charge.

The consensus of the Council is to defer action on Resolution 2008 – 15 for further consideration and discussion.

NEW BUSINESS

Commercial building maintenance code

Council had previously adopted voluntary design standards for vacant commercial buildings. Council also directed the city attorney to draft an ordinance regarding minimum maintenance requirements for commercial and industrial buildings.

Ordinance 2008 – 10 establishes a commercial building maintenance code.  The ordinance outlines the purpose of the ordinance and defines to which buildings this ordinance will apply.  It sets basic standards for exterior walls, roofs and gutters, basements, windows, exterior lighting, signs, grounds, and refuse.  If then describes the administration and enforcement of the ordinance.

There was a review of the proposed standards and a brief discussion of enforcement.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2008 – 10 the establishment of a commercial building maintenance code.  Motion adopted 4-0.
Zoning and Use Permits

The Council had directed the City Attorney to draft an amendment to the City Zoning Ordinance which would require issuance of a use permit when there is a change in the use or occupant of a commercial or industrial building.  Staff shared the proposed Ordinance with the Council however, the Council cannot take action on the Ordinance until after a Planning Commission Public Hearing.

There was discussion about specific instances where the lack of such a permit requirement has created difficulties for neighbors and the city. Staff then shared the second of two anonymous letters criticizing the city for not properly enforcing its ordinances specifically naming a business.

Council member Edmond stated that because of the offensive language in the letter and the fact that it was anonymous, the letter did not merit Council attention.  Council member Edmond did not fault staff for including the letter but requested that the Council discuss policies regarding the types of letter that get to the Council.

Council directed staff to develop a policy for discussion on a procedure for determining which citizen complaints or issues should be brought to the Council.

Sixth Street Project – Change Order request

Gustafson Excavating, Sixth Street project contractor, has submitted a Change Order request.  With the project completed, MSA Engineering and Gustafson Excavating did review all quantities.  With the unit price contract, there are some adjustments to the contract amount based on quantities used. Specific adjustments were provided to the Council in the packet.

Change Order # 3 would reduce the amount of the contract by $ 373. 70 for a new total contract price of $ 68, 105.70.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Change Order # 3 for the Sixth Street project.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Sixth Street Project-Pay Request

Gustafson Excavating, Sixth Street project contractor, has submitted a Final Pay Request in the amount of $ 19,042.000.  MSA has reviewed and approved payment.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve final payment of $ 19,042.00 to Gustafson Excavation for the Sixth Street project subject to all final contract requirements and proof of payment of all subcontractors and suppliers and authorize Mayor and Administrator to undertake and complete this project. Motion carried 4-0

Northspan contract extension

The City & EDA have a retainer agreement with Northspan for services to market and promote economic development in the City. 

The proposal is to extend the agreement for an additional twelve months.  Specific services to be provided would include grants writing and funding request assistance for the Hospital and Train Station projects; technical assistance on the Train project; marketing of select City & EDA properties; and provide planning and marketing assistance to local businesses.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve a twelve month extension to the Northspan contract.  Motion approved 3-1.

Storm Water Access Fee

The City is in need of costly storm water improvements.  The City has the authority to establish a fee for this service.  The City Attorney has offered an opinion regarding the advisability of establishing a storm water access fee.  The Council directed the city attorney to develop an ordinance which would establish an fee for access to the city’s storm water utility.

The proposed ordinance establishes the ability to set a fee for connection to the city’s storm water facilities.  It sets out how the fee will be calculated, how information for determining the fee shall be gathered and how payments and fees are charged, the appeal process and the ability to establish a lien for non-payment.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2008 – 12 an ordinance amending city code regarding the storm water drainage utility.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows: Paid claims, Golf Course operations reports, Library Board minutes and minutes from the Fire Department and Fire Relief Association.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members to be thinking of the 2009 budget.  He made the Council aware of the LMC Regional meetings in October.   He provided updates on the following:  Ashley Street streetlight – still waiting for MNDOT permit, Spruce Road – SWPP plan completed; NPDES permit received; start date of August 11; Infratech – begin manhole work next week, and Anderson Systems has completed the Fire Hall roof.  

Community Service crew will start ext week on cemetery improvements.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

