SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 15, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin

Members absent:
Andrews

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Thane Murphy, Jody Johnson, Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Dorothy Dybvig, Mary Franklin, Alan White, Karry White, Savannah Franklin, Steve Heth - SEH

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the agenda for April 15, 2009.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Park and Recreation Commission 

The Council had previously directed the Park and Recreation Commission to develop costs and priorities for park improvement projects. The Park and Recreation Commission presented the Council with several proposals. Options, for renovating or new construction of the bathroom in Robinson Park, were considered with both options include the construction of a sidewalk from the parking area to the bathroom. 

Stadin asked if a handicapped parking spot could be created at the bathroom. Griffith replied that to do so would necessitate improving the road which the City is disinclined to do as they do not want to encourage vehicular traffic in that area.  

Motion Edmond, second Kester to authorize getting quotes for two improvements in Robinson Park consisting of remodeling the existing bathroom and installing a sidewalk to the bathroom with financing to be provided from a $100,000 inter-fund loan – Sewer Fund.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Park and Recreation Commission also presented a proposal for the purchase and installation of equipment for a children’s playground in Johnson Park. This expenditure would be part of the monies provided in the inter-fund loan. 

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to approve signing the purchase order for the purchase and installation of the equipment and the ground cover for the children’s playground in Johnson Park, with the understanding that the Park and Recreation Commission will undertake fundraising efforts to repay the City.  Motion carried 4-0.  

The consensus of the Council was to grant the Park and Recreation Commission a $100,000 budget. This budget will include the Robinson Park bathroom project, and the Johnson Park playground project. Remaining funds can be spent at the discretion of the Commission, with the understanding that the Commission will present a plan for the rest of the projects at the May 6th Council meeting for Council approval.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin asked Staff if a warning to citizens to clean yards had yet been posted. Griffith responded that the letters have not gone out yet and that residents can call City Hall with complaints. 

Jody Johnson mentioned that changes should be made to the City announcements on Channel 13 because it still had information about snow removal posted. 

Edmond stated that he had received a complaint from a citizen about the next door neighbor not leashing their dog. Griffith responded that that citizen should call City Hall if they want the City to take an action. 

Atterbury congratulated the Park and Recreation Commission on their recent forward progress on behalf of the City. 

Gene LaLonde mentioned that the audio during Council meetings in continually cutting out. He was informed that the City is in the process of getting quotes to address this issue. Thane Murphy asked what the next step is for the Soccer Association. Griffith responded that they need to set up a meeting with him. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes from April 1, 2009. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Acknowledge DNR contract for use of airport property for fire suppression helibase, and 9B-Approve Administrator vacation for the week of April 20.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $38,439.58.  Motion carried 4-0. 

The Finance officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue, and Expenditure for March 2009. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

2009 Street and Utility Improvement Project

The Council had previously had a feasibility study done for the 2009 Street and Utility Projects. Steve Heth, SEH, noted that the slow economy has created an excellent bidding environment for cities to undertake such projects. He estimated that the construction costs might be up to 10% less than originally projected. Ehlers provided financing scenarios for the Council’s consideration. Griffith asked the Council if they wanted to do any street improvement projects, and which ones. He noted that any assessment projects would require a public hearing to notify affected property owners of an assessment estimate. The Council reviewed the priority list and the financing scenarios and determined that Court Street, Wagon Bridge Road and Eighth Street were the priorities.   

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2009-08, a resolution receiving the 2009 Street and Utility Improvement Project report and calling for a public hearing on the proposed improvements. Motion carried 4-0. 

Capital Improvements 2009-Class V and Manhole

The Council had previously reviewed proposed Manhole work and Class V projects for this year. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to authorize Staff to advertise for quotes on the Class V and Manhole work as listed. Motion carried 4-0. 

Wage Approval-Municipal Golf Course

The City recently hired Dean Rollie as the Grounds Supervisor for the Golf Course for 12 months with a salary of $16,000. Mr. Rollie requested that the Council reduce his salary for the 12 months to $11,500, for this year only. 

Atterbury questioned his motive and Griffith responded that no explanation was given. 

Motion Kester, second Edmond to reduce the annual salary of Grounds Supervisor Dean Rollie from $16,000 to $11,500 for this year only, per his request. Motion carried 3-1. 

Public Facilities Bond redemption

The Council had previously approved transferring funds from the Fire Department Building Reserve Fund ($100,000) and the City General Fund cash balance ($60,000) to pay for the redemption of the 1990 Public Facilities Revenue Bond. 

Stadin asked if prepayment of these bonds would benefit the townships. Griffith responded in the negative because these bonds are not part of the Fire Formula. 

Roger Volk, Sandstone Township Supervisor, had asked the Administrator if the funds removed from the Fire Building Fund would be repaid. 

Consensus of the Council was to table the discussion at this time. 

Animal Control Ordinance

Griffith provided the Council with a copy of the amended Animal Control Ordinance which they adopted at the last meeting for one last review. He noted that it would be published in the next edition of the Courier.

NEW BUSINESS

Conditional Use Permit for A & D Recycling

A & D Recycling has applied for a conditional use permit for a business that they will operate out of the former UPS building on Highway 123. Planning Commission held a public hearing, drafted a Finding of Fact, and recommended that the Council approve the permit with certain conditions. 

Stadin noted that item A in the Finding of Fact should be corrected to say “Yes”. Atterbury asked if the property is owned or rented. Griffith responded that the property is rented, but that the conditional use permit application was signed by the property owner as well as the renter and that if the property changes hands, the conditions still apply. 

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve the A & D Recycling Conditional Use Permit, with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and to adopt the proposed Finding of Fact. Motion carried 4-0. 

Authorize amendment of 2009 Budget

The Council had previously discussed certain budget amendments to accommodate the unallotment of $69,000 of LGA Funds from the City’s 2009 budget. These include: from the General Fund- Reduce engineering by $ 5,000, reduce Economic Development by $15,000, increase Fire Department by $7,000, reduce non-departmental by $25,000; and reduce Capital Projects by $30,000.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve proposed amendments to the 2009 City Budget to account for the unallotment of LGA funds. Motion carried 4-0. 

Extend option-Kester-well property

The City has an option with Phillip and Lucille Kester for purchase of land related to a new city well, which expires on April 30. The Kesters are willing to extend the option at no addition cost to the City. 

Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve extending the option with the Kesters for the well property for an additional 60 days and to direct staff to complete and sign necessary paperwork to accomplish this extension. Motion carried 3-0, one abstention. 

Water Plan approval

It is time for the City to update and submit its water supply plan to MN DNR. DNR has reviewed and accepted the plan, subject to the City’s formal adoption. They have made several small amendments. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to adopt the Water Supply Plan for the City of Sandstone and to authorize Staff to take all the steps to certify plan and make required amendments, as suggested by the DNR, to the City’s permit. Motion carried 4-0.

Fee Increase-septic permits and inspections-maintenance permits

The City sets the fees for septic permits and inspections and currently charges $150 for the permit and $100 for the compliance inspection. The Building Inspector is recommending that the City increase these fees to $300 and $150 respectively in order to come closer to what other entities in the County are charging. 

He is also recommending that the City increase the maintenance permit fee to cover the cost of processing the application, from $15.50 to $25.50. The Council reviewed fees from other entities in the area.  

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to adopt Resolution 2009-07, to amend the 2009 Fee Schedule to increase the septic system permit fee; increase the compliance inspection fee; and to keep the maintenance permit but increase the fee. Motion carried 4-0. 

Approve Community Service project 

The Leos Club, the youth group sponsored by the Lions Club, has volunteered to paint the building at the ice rink if the City provides the materials. A $2,500 donation was received from the Mille Lacs Band for improvements to the building. Planning Commission reviewed and passed a motion in support of this project. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the Ice Rink Building painting project (Leos Club volunteers), using dedicated funds for the project subjected to a list of materials needed and a cost for those materials and paint. Motion carried 4-0. 

Public Works-Hire summer temporary

The Council has already budgeted for a part-time summer help position for Public Works to be paid at a rate of $8.00 an hour for 24 hours a week from May through September. 

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to authorize Staff to advertise a Public Works temporary seasonal position for 24 hours a week, May through September, at the rate of $8.00 an hour. Motion carried 4-0. 

Public Works-create full time position

Council had previously discussed making the Public Works worker position into a full-time position. Although the need for additional hours in the Public Works department is evident, the Council has a number of other financial decisions to make in the near future in light of actual and potential LGA cuts.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to table the discussion regarding creating an additional full-time Public Works position until a future date. 

Community Strategies Program- U of M extension

The U of M Extension is piloting a program through which communities participate in assessing each other communities in terms of the first impression that a visitor to that community would form. The cost to participate is minimal.  

Motion Edmond, second Kester to grant approval to participate in the U of M Extension Community Strategies program and to pay reimbursable expenses, subject to finding a suitable partner community. Motion carried 4-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Edmond to accept reports as follows: Paid Claims, Park and Recreation minutes-April 13, Planning Commission minutes-April 8, and PeopleService operations-March 6. Motion carried 4-0.  

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator reminded the public of the Board of Review-April 28 at 7 p.m., Robinson Park Clean-Up-Day-April 25, and Kettle River Paddle Fest-May 1st and 2nd.  He also noted the following workshops and trainings: April 29-LMC Legislative Day for Cities at the Capitol, April 29-Business and Workforce Conference in Hinckley, and June 10th and 11th-Green By Design in Minneapolis. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:07 p.m. Motion carried 4-0. 
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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