SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 18, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Ryan Hanson, George Castonguay, Tim Franklin, Carlyle Ziegler Jr., Josh Ziegler, Laura Ziegler, Gene LaLonde, Mark Ruff, Brian Mann, Thane Murphy

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the agenda for February 18, 2009.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Carlyle Ziegler Jr. brought up the incident on February 17, where Lee Greenly had brought unleashed wolves into a residential area. The wolves escaped and killed his dog.  Griffith noted that City ordinance requires leashing of dogs, but does not address the issue of wild animals within the City limits except to state that they cannot be pets or sold, etc.  He has contacted the City Attorney and has not received a response yet.  

Edmonds felt that the Council’s first priority needs to be public safety.  However, he does not want City ordinance to prohibit opportunities for residents to be safely exposed to wild animals, such as the educational shows at the Library.  Andrews suggested that an amendment to the ordinance prohibit wild animals in residential areas.  Josh Ziegler pointed out that notification by Mr. Greenly to the neighbors might have prevented this tragedy.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to prohibit wild animals, as defined by City ordinance, within the City limits until such time as the Council can consider a revision to the ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Chief Castonguay informed the Council of a 1986 tanker that the Isanti Fire Department has offered for free.  

Edmond suggested that the Park & Recreation Commission provide the Council with specific plans for improvements in the amount of approximately $100,000 in light of the information discussed at the financial workshop held just prior to the Council meeting.  Gene LaLonde noted the Rail Alliance meeting on the 25th at 10:00 am at the Pine County Courthouse.  This will be an informational meeting for the Commissioners and the public is welcome.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for February 4, 2009.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Set Workshop for March 18, at 6:00 - Golf Course analysis presentation by ECRDC, 9B-Authorize advertisement for temporary workers at Golf Course-grounds and attendants, 9C- Authorize Fire Department to test drive and check out possible replacement tankers, and, 9D-Approve gaming permits for Sandstone Sportsmen Club and waive thirty day waiting period - 1. April Raffle-Rich’s Bar and 2. November Raffle-Senior Center.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $47,732.38 with the withdrawal of payment to the Pine City Building Inspector in the amount of $ 902.85.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Fire Formula

Following the meeting with the townships, Staff made corrections and sent the revised copies to the townships.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the 2009 payable Fire Formula, to authorize Staff to poll the Townships on whether or not the City should take on billing responsibilities, and to notify the Townships of the City’s intent to consider using some of the funds in the Building Reserve Fund to prepay the remaining debt on the Fire Hall. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the minutes from the special meeting on February 3 concerning the Fire Formula discussion with the townships. Motion carried 5-0. 

Approve 2008 budget amendments

In order for the books to accurately reflect budget activities in the previous year and for purposes of the State Auditor report, Staff have recommended some amendments to the 2008 budget.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to accept the 2008 budget amendments as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider and discuss capital improvement projects

Griffith reviewed again the three options prepared by S.E.H. for the drainage work on Eagle Drive.  Additionally, the Council members were each provided with a copy of the Feasibility Study for the 2009 Street and Utility Improvement project.  Griffith asked the Council members to take time to consider these projects in light of the improvement work that needs to be done and the budgetary constraints that the City anticipates for the near future.  No action taken at this time.

Approve contract for building inspection services with Pine City

Sandstone’s building inspector services, which previously were part of the Joint Powers agreement, will now be contracted for with Pine City.  The City Attorney and the LMC reviewed the proposed contract.  The City did receive an invoice under this contract, but it was billed incorrectly and it will be amended.  Griffith pointed out that the rate for Sandstone will be reduced this year when some accounting work is finished.  The new rate should be available in March.  Edmond asked about the availability of the building inspector.  Griffith responded that the contract calls for an agreement between the cities by September 15th regarding the hours and rates.  Andrews wondered why the contract is for a period of three years.  Griffith responded that it would be reviewed and renewed annually.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the proposed Contract for Building Inspection Services with the City of Pine City and authorize execution of the contract, with the understanding that there is a forthcoming rate reduction. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Authorize water treatment plant repairs

There is corrosion in the piping that brings water through the filter system. PeopleService has made a temporary repair to the pipe but a replacement is needed. Repairs would be paid for from the Replacement Reserve account in the Water Fund. 

Kester asked if the water would be completely shut off. Griffith responded that the water would be turned off half of the first day and half of the second day but that the water tower would be full so that there should be no disruption is water service to the residents.   

Motion Kester, second Stadin to proceed with the repair in the Water Plant and authorize S.E.H. to prepare plans and request quotes. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider purchase of point of sale systems for golf course

In past meetings the Council has discussed ways to better track revenues and expenditures at the Golf Course. They had discussed finding a point of sale computer system. Staff contacted Total Register Systems who gave a demonstration on Feb 10. The system tracks food, drink, gift cards, pro shops and course revenues, print bills and receipts and will track inventory as well as generate employee time sheets, and reports. 

Four different options with quotes were provided.  

Griffith noted that there are less expensive systems, but that they are not as user friendly.  Atterbury asked who would be purchasing the system.  Griffith responded that the City would purchase it as a management tool.  Atterbury then pointed out that there is a $1,500 per year maintenance fee.  He did not feel that the City would be getting a good value for the expense.  Andrews noted that the City could get a less expensive system, but that it would require more staff time to put it in place and to operate it.  Gene LaLonde stated that in purchasing the system, the City would be purchasing the company’s expertise.  Stadin suggested getting bids from other competitors.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to purchase the point of sale computer system - component style - from Total Register Systems, and to pay for it with funds from Capital Project Fund. Motion carried 4-1. 

Approve Park Commission proceeding with improvements plan

The Park and Recreation Commission submitted a list of prioritized park improvement projects. The Commission is asking permission to proceed with its top priorities-those being in Robinson Park, by getting costs, designing, and researching sources of financial assistance, including fund raisers and DNR grants. 

Edmond would like to see the Commission consider a different type of bathroom facility, one which needs less maintenance and no sewer piping.  Andrews agreed that a “portable situation” might meet the needs in the park.  

Motion Atterbury, second Andrews to authorize the Park & Recreation Commission to proceed with design, costing and research on park improvements in Robinson Park.

Gene LaLonde pointed out that there are presently several other major fund-raising efforts in the community and that the Commission needs “hard numbers” and cost estimates before it can begin fund-raising.

Atterbury withdrew his motion.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to give permission to the Park and Recreation Commission to proceed with design, costing and research on park improvements in Robinson Park and return to the Council with cost estimates on all prioritized projects. Motion carried 4-1.   

Consider negotiating lease with East Central Soccer Association for Rec. Area

The East Central Soccer Association had requested that the Park and Recreation Commission support their move to town, namely that they be allowed to lease the Recreation Area from the City for the purpose of developing soccer fields.  They would provide their own maintenance and insurance and would negotiate with Nemadji Research for parking.  The Commission voted 5-0 in support of this proposal.  

Edmond noted that developing soccer fields is not in the Park & Recreation plan.  However, Stadin pointed out that fields developed for soccer need not be used exclusively for soccer.  Andrews felt that the lease should be a minimal amount to encourage the Soccer Association.  Tim Franklin noted that soccer activities bring revenues to local businesses.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to authorize Staff to negotiate a lease with East Central Soccer Association for use of the Recreation Area.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Advisory Commission minutes – January 26, Planning Commission minutes – February 11, Park and Recreation Commission minutes – February 10, and PeopleService Operations – February 9.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There was none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of the upcoming Robinson Park Clean-Up Day on April 25, and the Kettle River Paddle Fest on May 1 and 2. He also mentioned the following workshops: March 4-State Financing for Water projects in St. Cloud, March 18-Council Workshop ECRDC Golf Course analysis, April 29-LMC Legislative Day for Cities at the Capitol, and April 29-Business and Workforce Conference in Hinckley. He also noted that there was a community Rail Station Committee Meeting on February 10 in Mora, there was an upcoming Rail Alliance Meeting on February 25 at the Pine County Courthouse with a County Board Meeting to follow the Rail Alliance Meeting, there was a Test Well and wellhead protection land acquisition plan.   

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:13 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor







____________________________________







Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

