SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 15, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Robert Palmer, Karen Palmer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda for December 15, with the addition of 12F-Council Training. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Staff was asked if the skating rink had been flooded yet. He replied that the City was beginning to flood. 

Edmond noted that it had been a pleasure serving on the Council. Bonander thanked Edmond for his time on the Council, and also thanked him for being the “voice of reason”. Atterbury also commented that it had been a pleasure serving with Edmond. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for December 1. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve Staff paying outstanding claims at year end to get 2010 claims paid in 2010, and 9B-Approve hire of Warming House Attendant. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims from December 1, in the amount of $39,202.34 and December 12, in the amount of $24,903.57. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Demolition of the Creamery building

The City previously contracted for the removal of hazardous materials so that the milk drying plant can be demolished. Now that this has been accomplished, the City has contracted with MSA Engineering to prepare specifications for the demolition of the building.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the specifications and authorize going out for bids on the demolition of the milk drying plant. Motion carried 3-2. 

Sewer Rodder

The sewer rodder agreement, which Askov, Sandstone and Hinckley agreed on in 1995, is up for renewal. Because Askov has lined their sewer lines, they do not need to use the sewer rodder. They are requesting that Sandstone and Hinckley buy out their portion of the agreement. 

They are asking for $10,000 because they originally invested $7,833.33, and used 6% of the rodder’s time and ask for 6% of the interest earned. 

Bonander asked Staff if the rodder was used much anymore and if not, could they sell it. Staff replied that newer technology is available, but the City still uses the rodder and still is in good working condition so there is no need to acquire a new one. 

Atterbury asked if Askov could be removed from the contract but not reimbursed. Staff responded that Askov could be taken out of the contract without reimbursement and could possibly split proceeds if the rodder was ever sold. 

Edmond stated that in his opinion that Askov is not entitled to any reimbursement unless the rodder is sold. 

Stadin figured that the most Askov can claim is $1,500 which would be the interest on their money. 

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to share the proposal with Hinckley and discuss compensation if ever the rodder should be sold. Motion carried 3-2. 

NEWBUSINESS

Preliminary Plat-Hennum property

The EDA submitted a Preliminary Plat for the Hennum Property. This plan subdivides a portion of the parcel into three parcels. The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing and submitted a Finding of Fact, which supports the recommendation that the Council approve the Preliminary Plat with conditions. 

Bonander noted that he had done some research, and suggested that the plat be named the Grant Knowles Plat.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to adopt the Finding of Fact and to approve the Grant Knowles preliminary plat subject to the conditions listed in the Finding of Facts. Motion carried 5-0. 
Amendments to 2010 Budget

With the year of 2010 drawing to a close, the city needs to make several budget changes that mirror action taken by the City during the year. These are the budget changes: Increase EDA Replacement Reserve expenditures by $13,000; Decrease EDA revenue by $1,000; Decrease EDA Reserve revenue by $15,000; Increase EDA Reserve expenditure by $10,000; Decrease Cemetery Perpetual revenue by $500; Increase 2002 W/S Bond revenue by $3,500; Increase 2002 W/S Bond expenditures by $2,000; Increase $65,000 5th Bond expenditures by $525; Decrease 1999 PFA Bond revenue by $25; Decrease Wastewater Bond revenue by $200; Increase GO Ref Bond 2009A expenditures by $500; Increase Capital Fund expenditures by $327,600; Decrease Tax Abatement revenue by $500; and Decrease Golf revenue by $51,000. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the amendments to the 2010 City budget as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 

Request for limited parking signs

Robert and Karen Palmer, food shelf volunteers, requested of the Council that the City consider several parking spots on Main Street to create limited fifteen minute parking. They noted that their clients are not able to park in front of the building to receive assistance, and without assistance there is a safety problem for the clients and volunteers. 

Kester mentioned that he thought the fifteen minute parking should be limited to two spots.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to purchase and install signs for two parking spaces that will restrict parking to fifteen minutes from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Motion carried 4-1.

Parking Ban-Angle Avenue

There is a public safety issue because of the fact that the hockey/skating rink lies alongside Angle Avenue. In order to resolve this issue, parking must be banned on the east side of Angle Ave. from 6th Street to 8th Street. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to establish a temporary parking ban on the east side of Angle Avenue from 6th Street north to 8th Street, with the ban to last from December 15, 2010 through March 1, 2011. Motion carried 5-0. 

Fire Department-Request for recognition and stipend

Two members of the Fire Department, Brandon Devlin and Ross Degerstrom, have spent extra time finishing necessary reports and paperwork that have gone undone since the switch in Department officers. In response, the Fire Chief is requesting that the City recognize their efforts with a stipend of $250 to $300 each. 

Staff noted that the City cannot grant a stipend or bonus and therefore must recognize these two individuals in a different way. 

The Council came to the consensus to present the two firefighters with certificates.

Council Trainings

Staff reminded the Council that the League offers training opportunities to experienced Council members as well as new members.  Atterbury, Bonander and Kester expressed interest in this training.  Staff asked they determine which dates work best and notify him and reservations will be made.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park Commission minutes, Planning Commission minutes, and PeopleService Operations Report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received minutes from the Neighborhood Watch, and a letter from the NLX.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council that January 5, the next Council meeting will be the organizational meeting. He noted that the grant submission for DEED and TED funding is for $1.9 million, and updated the Council on how the City will propose to the DNR its plan for replacing the lost parkland. He noted the following workshops and trainings: LMC Land Use online training, New look at historic building projects-December 2 in Minneapolis, and Clean Energy Conference in February. 

ADJOURN

Motion Edmond, second Kester to adjourn at 8:25 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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