SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 5, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Paul Christensen (PeopleService), Tim Franklin, Ron Hammer, Brandon Devlin, Ross Degerstrom, Stuart Halonen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to accept the agenda for January 5. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Oath of Office

Cathy Tauer, Randy Atterbury, Rene Stadin & Leonard Bonander took the oath of office.

Recognition of two fire fighters

Two fire fighters, Brandon Devlin and Ross Degerstrom, were recognized for their work above and beyond the call of duty within the Sandstone Fire Department. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin asked if any Public Works workers had been out the day when the streets were slushy. Kester noted that the sidewalk sweeping looks wonderful.  He has been approached by a few individuals asking for closed captioning on the televised Council meetings. Bonander mentioned that the streets could have been scraped the day they were slushy, and that he had received several complaints about it. He reported that Ice Fest had a very good turnout despite the blizzard. Stadin stated that he didn’t find any reason for plowing all the way down to the asphalt, because it encourages less-careful driving. Atterbury noted that the Arrowhead Transit is now in Pine County and in Sandstone, but that if it is not used it will be sent to another city. 

Stuart Halonen came before the Council requesting that he be reimbursed for a storm water bill. He noted that for the year of 2010 he was assessed almost $1,700 by the City. He understands that he will have to pay this assessment on his property tax bill as it has already been sent to the County, but he wants to be reimbursed for the amount he feels he was over-charged. 

The Administrator stated that this property changed from residential to commercial when Stuart opened his greenhouse business and that the rates for commercial storm water run-off are higher but that according to the City ordinance, if 50% of a commercial property is not used then it qualifies for an exception and this property qualifies for that exception. He added that Stuart had come to City Hall three times asking about the amount he was being charged, and each time Staff had instructed him in how to apply for the exception. Stuart finally did file for the exception on December 30th.  It was also pointed out that the bill had not been paid since the middle of 2009 and that Stuart had not responded to any of the assessment notices nor did he attend the public hearing, not respond when he received the final assessment notice. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to not reimburse Stuart Halonen for the amount of the storm water bill he was assessed, but to reimburse him for penalty fines on that unpaid storm water bill. Motion carried 5-0.    

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for December 15, 2010. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Designate official Depositories-Approve Resolution 2011-01, 9B-Designate official Newspaper, 9C-Designate Council meetings for 2011, 9D-Designate City Pound, 9E-Designate a certified building official to administer building code, 9F-Approve Administrator attendance at Ehlers Public Finance Seminar in February, 9G-Declare September 30, 2010 traffic control bill as uncollectable, 9H-Declare certain Fire Department equipment as surplus; allow for its sale with proceeds to Truck Account. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $62,108.57. 

Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

There was none. 

NEWBUSINESS

Corporate Authorization Resolution

The Council is asked to approve a corporate authorization resolution which must be passed each time there is a change on the signatures for the City’s bank accounts. Jim Edmond, who was not reelected to the Council and who is currently listed as a signatory, must be removed from the list of signatories. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2011-02, a resolution changing the signatories for the City’s bank accounts by removing James Edmond and adding Leonard Bonander. Motion carried 5-0. 

Appoint EDA members

The City Council is asked to appoint members to the Economic Development Authority. The Council members have served as the EDA in the past and are authorized to do so by resolution.

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to appoint Randy Atterbury, Leonard Bonander, Phil Kester, Rene Stadin and Cathy Tauer to serve as the Sandstone EDA for 2011. Motion carried 5-0.

Appoint Councilmembers to Staff Committees for 2011

The Council sits on seven staff committees to assist the City Administrator in developing recommendations for the Council consideration. These committees deal with special issues as needed. The seven committees are Personnel, Finance, Intergovernmental Relations, Development, Fee Dispute Resolution, Fire and Rescue, and Passenger Rail. The Council must come to a consensus as to who will sit at these committees.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to appoint members to the following staff committees: Finance-Atterbury and Bonander, Personnel-Atterbury and Kester, Intergovernmental Relations-Stadin and Tauer, Development-Atterbury and Stadin, Fee Dispute resolution-Atterbury and Tauer, Passenger Rail-Kester and Bonander, Fire and Rescue-Kester and Stadin. Motion carried 5-0. 

Appoint Council members to Advisory Commissions

The Council is asked to consider appoint of Council members to ex-officio advisory body positions. The advisory bodies each have an ex-officio positions that is filled by Councilmembers. The purpose of the positions is to provide communication between the elected officials and the appointed advisory commissions. Advisory commissions play a very important role in planning and implementing projects. 

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to appoint for the year of 2011: Planning Commission-Bonander, Park and Recreation-Stadin, Golf Advisory-Atterbury and Bonander, Library Board-Atterbury. Motion carried 5-0. 

Elect Deputy Mayor for 2011

The City Council must elect a Deputy Mayor to serve in the event that the Mayor is absent during the year of 2011. In previous years, the senior-most Council member has served as the Deputy Mayor. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to appoint Councilmember Stadin as Deputy Mayor for 2011. Motion carried 5-0. 

PeopleService contract

The City Council was asked to review the proposed 2011 contract with PeopleService which asks for a 2.1% increase. The City’s approved budget includes this increase. PeopleService submitted a summary of the proposed adjustments. The maintenance amount would also be adjusted.   The only change would be that this would be a three year, not five year contract.

Motion carried Bonander, second Stadin to approve the proposed contract with PeopleService. Motion carried 5-0. 

Fee Schedule

Every year the City Council must review and approve a fee schedule for City services. The Council members were provided with the proposed 2011 Fee Schedule. 

Staff made note of the fact that the Building Permit, Storm Water, Water, and Sewer fees are set by separate actions and resolutions. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2011-03, a resolution approving the adoption of attached fee schedule for 2011. Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider amended Drug and Alcohol Policy

The City recently discovered that there were improvements needed in the existing policy on drug and alcohol testing to provide clear guidance to staff in dealing with the employees. Since the rules for those who drive vehicles requiring a CDL and other employees differ, one of the proposed policies is for those employees who operate vehicles requiring a commercial driver’s license and the other policy is for all other employees. The proposed changes to these policies bring them into conformance with laws, specify more clearly which parts of the policy apply to which employees and it clarifies the procedure for handling new applicants and employees. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to adopt the new Drug and Alcohol Policy. Motion carried 5-0.

Lease

The City previously purchased Mike Johnson’s building as the new Public Works facility. However, the City has no salt shed, so some of the equipment must be stored at the old Public Works building this winter. The Public Works staff are preparing for the move. However, Mr. Johnson cannot move immediately as construction of a storage shed for his equipment is not yet complete. This creates a problem as the City used tax-exempt monies for the purchase and therefore is restricted in how that property can be used by a private party. Staff is proposing a short-term lease between the City and Mike Johnson to allow Mr. Johnson to temporarily store his equipment there.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the proposed lease between Mike Johnson and the City and authorize the Mayor and Administrator to finalize the terms. Motion carried 5-0.

Golf-Sale of assets

The City previously decided to offer the Golf Course, buildings, and equipment for sale. The City’s asking price is $315,000 including all the equipment except for the rough mower and a Groundmaster mower. An issue has arisen with privacy concerns as certain parties would like to inquire about the Golf Course without public knowledge of their interest. An option which would fix this problem is to list the Golf Course with a broker. Staff is suggesting Mission Real Estate. 

Tauer recused herself from the conversation and vote as she plans to work for the Golf Course this summer and that she is a board member of the Sandstone Golf Association. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the proposal from Mission Real Estate and authorize a listing with Mission Real Estate. Vote was 2 – 2 and therefore the motion died for lack of a majority. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to direct the Administrator to bring information about other realtor options including Mission Real Estate to a future meeting. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that: a letter had been sent to Sandstone Township about the lease or purchase of the Public Works garage; Soil and Water best management practices grant application for Robinson Park was not awarded; and the MN DNR grant for invasive species removal in Robinson Park had been approved. 

He mentioned the following workshops and trainings: Land Use online training for LMC, and a Clean Energy Conference in February. 

He noted that the curfew ordinances are being reviewed by the other cities, and that a traffic control bill is going to Dispute Resolution. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:27 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

