SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 7, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Jody Rooney, John Kern, Mary Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for April 7, with the addition of 9F-Acknowledge & approve Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with DNR. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

LCCMR Application-Jody Rooney

Jody Rooney provided an update on the LCCMR Application. The grant application is complete and ready for submission. She encouraged the council members to contact the LCCMR Commission to express support for this project. 

The final plan proposes seven native gardens including: Wildlife, Wildflower, Woodland, Prairie, Butterfly, Bird, Native food/traditional, and Bog.  

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve the submission of the application by adopting Resolution 2010-10, a resolution authorizing submission of grant application to LCCMR. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He noted that there had been a total of 100 calls. Three were civil matters, 3 were medical, 3 were assaults, 25 were traffic stops, 6 were fraud and forgery, and 4 were animal complaints-one of which was a bite. Animal bites do not necessarily occur within the City limits, but because they are reported at the Hospital, they are logged as a Sandstone call. He mentioned that the department is getting a new car. 

John Kern gave an update on the Chamber. The Easter Egg Hunt attracted more families and individuals than expected, some of which were teenagers. The organizers plan for better coordination next year.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes for March 17. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize Administrator to advertise for summer Public Works helper, 9B-Approve Golf manager salary at $26,000 for 2010, 9C-Approve 2010 excavating permit to MPJ Enterprises, 9D-Approve on sale and Sunday liquor license to Steve D’Alessio dba as Sandstone Area Golf Course, 9E-Approve exempt gaming permit for Sandstone Chamber of Commerce for bingo during Quarry Days and 9F-Acknowledge and approve Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with DNR. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $51,972.92. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

City fee schedule-Golf

The Council had previously approved the 2010 City Fee Schedule, which included the Golf Fees. However, there were two different sets and Staff wanted to ensure that the Council had approved the appropriate fees.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to re-approve Golf Course fees for 2010. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEWBUSINESS 

Request for funds-Community Education

Last year the City had participated with the Community Education Summer Program by providing $600 for the support of a lifeguard. It is being asked to do so again; however, Staff is suggesting that the Council defer action on this request until more information is obtained as to how many local children participated in the summer swimming program. Consensus by the Council was to defer this discussion until a later date. 

Approve Golf hire

Staff is requesting permission to hire the individuals recommended by the Personnel Committee for the Clubhouse Attendant and Groundskeeper positions. Some positions are full-time, some are part-time and all have a salary of $8.25 per hour. The hire date is to be determined by the Golf Course manager. 

Edmond stated that he was hesitant to proceed with “business as usual” for the Golf Course. He feels that the Golf Course needs an internal audit and monthly reports to the Council so that it can be held to a business-minded approach. He wants to be accountable for the City’s expenses but feels that the Council members have been “pressured” to expend public money for the Golf Course without adequate explanation. An example he gave was the recent planned expenditure for a used greens mower when the course already had a backup which is serviceable.

Griffith responded that the Council will be meeting with the Golf Course Manager at the April 21st Council meeting, but that due to the unseasonably warm weather, the course needs to be operational sooner than expected.  Griffith suggested a meeting between the Golf Committee, Atterbury and Bonander, and the Golf Manager and Grounds Supervisor.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the following Golf hires: Clubhouse Attendant-Gutknecht, Tauer, Haase, Samuelson and Groundskeeper-Quigley, Ausmus, Morawski and Hall, start date to be determined by weather and Golf Course Manager, subject to a pre-employment physical and salary to be $8.25 an hour, with the understanding that the Golf Committee will meet with the Manager to discuss what information needs to be included in the monthly reports to the Council. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to rehire Laurie Hanford for Clubhouse Kitchen & Attendant at $8.50 an hour with a start date to be determined by the Golf Course Manager. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize the Administrator and the Golf Manager, in consultation with the Golf Committee, to review initial applications, do interviews as needed and to hire replacement staff. Motion carried 5-0.

Cost Estimate-Infrastructure Project

Tom Jensen, real estate agent for the Tire and Lube commercial property, has requested a estimate of the cost for City water to this property for comparison to the cost of drilling a new well. If the project is completed, the cost of the engineering study can be assessed to the property. 

Edmond suggested that “an educated guess” might be adequate since the City has no selling interest in this property. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to direct SEH to develop an “educated guess” to determine the costs of extending water to the Tire and Lube property. Motion carried 5-0. 

Request for out-of-state travel and reimbursement-Bonander

Council member Bonander will again be traveling to Washington D.C. on behalf of the City, with the NLX Joint Powers Board. He is requesting reimbursement for meals and airfare per City policy. Atterbury asked what those costs would be. Griffith suggested that the airfare would run approximately $900 with an additional $100-$120 for taxi, and $60 a day for meals. 

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the travel and expense reimbursement for Bonander’s trip to Washington D.C. with the NLX Joint Powers Board. Motion carried 4-0 with 1 abstention. 

Chamber of Commerce Request

The Chamber of Commerce is requesting $900 from the City to help pay a portion of the cost for additional street light banners. The City has a budget of $3,500 in non-departmental for promotions and marketing, $1,891.29 of which is already committed to website and maps. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the $900 Chamber request for banners. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, PeopleService operations-March 15, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-March 24, and Library Board minutes-March 16. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave his report. He reminded the Council that there is Board of Review on Monday, April 26. He noted that: Mike Johnson has accepted the Fire Chief salary, the greens mower has been repaired and that Community Service projects have been requested. He mentioned the following workshops and trainings: Protecting the St. Croix in River Falls-April 8, LMC Annual Conference in St. Cloud on April 23 & 24, LMC Loss and Safety Control in St. Cloud-April 27 and Symposium on Small Towns in Morris-June 10. He also mentioned that there had been a court hearing on April 1 on the Carlson Building, and that they had signed a Fire Contract with Danforth Township. He provided the electrical costs for the decorative streetlights.  

Bonander suggested to the Council that the City prepare for changes in LGA allotments in the future, noting that the budget needs to be looked at differently and to look for other resources. He also encouraged that the City Council members attend the annual LMC Conference. Edmond suggested that the City might participate in regional shared services for Fire Protection and other similar services. 

ADJOURN

Motion Edmond, second Kester to adjourn at 8:37 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

