PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

January 11, 2011

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Franklin, White

Staff: Stadin, Griffith

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:20 am

Motion Franklin, second Colsrud to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Updates
Robinson Park – Ice Farming

Work is done and the equipment works.

Invasive Species grant application - DNR

The grant was awarded. The City’s match is to provide some labor to remove the plants.

Robinson Park - SWCD Cost Share program

This grant was not awarded.  Soil & Water is reviewing to see if can be improved and resubmitted next year is we so choose.

Tennis Courts

Staff proposed to respond with a letter but has not yet completed this task.

Robinson Park

Staff mentioned that the WCCO TV program “Sports to the Max” has been in town and will be back this weekend to film and interview about climbing in Sandstone.

Other 

Grants

The packet included information on DNR grants available and a general proposal from Jody Rooney to help identify non-profits that might be funders for a KREEC project.

All agreed to think about the sources of funds and be ready to discuss next month.

Membership

We are short two positions – Johnson no longer lives in the area and Murphy has submitted his resignation.  In addition, three members – Colsrud, Dybvig and Franklin – have ended their terms.  Franklin expressed an interest in another term.  Colsrud said probably not.  Staff will contact Dybvig. 

All members were asked to suggest possible candidates.

Future plans

All agreed that the Commission has no major projects for 2011 but all agreed that thought must be given to what we will do with the KREEC site and with Robinson Park.

With KREEC, member Barsness suggested seeing if the DNR want the east portion of the property.  Staff mentioned that Greenly is interested the south portion of the property.

With Robinson Park all agreed that this is the year to figure out the camping issue and get it settled.  One suggestion is to consider removing a lot of the trees so the quarry walls can be viewed.

Ice Rink

Members White & Franklin talked needs at the ice rink.  The lights are not going on and with such early nightfall, they asked if that could be remedied.  Staff will get the electrician on it.

They also wondered about snow removal and ice making.  Initially the ice making was great but since the warm weather it looks like water was just dumped making for a lousy skating surface.

They also wondered if the City would hire someone to open and manage the warming house. Last year member Murphy had it open and found people like John Kern to volunteer but there is no one this year.  They asked if City could try and find volunteers.  Staff said he would prepare an ad.   It is unlikely that the City would create a paid position.

Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second Colsrud to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

