SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 3, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Lenny Bonander

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Andrews, second Kester to approve the agenda for February 3, with the deletion of item  7-Approval of meeting minutes from January 20. Motion carried 5-0.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

LCCMR Grant

The Park and Recreation Commission was authorized by the Council to apply for an LCCMR grant to be used for Robinson Park and the KREEC Site. The Council had previously received a proposal from Jody Rooney to prepare the LCCMR Grant Application who had requested that Ms Rooney appear before the Council to explain her proposal and answer questions. She pointed out that in the last round of funding 43 of the 242 applications were funded in the amount of $163,000,000. The funding ranged from $240,000 to $1.2 million. She felt that the Sandstone Projects fit nicely in the Environmental Education category. 

Atterbury wondered who would be responsible for maintaining the projects if they were funded. Griffith responded that the City would assume the maintenance once the projects were completed. 

Stadin pointed out the KREEC Site was originally a collaboration with the Audubon Center and he wondered why the City was pursuing an outdoor education program. Griffith responded that the Park and Recreation Commission felt that the City needed a different type of recreation area. Andrews asked Ms Rooney how much time she anticipated spending on this application, how much money she thought the City would qualify for, and if she was writing grant applications for any other entities for this particular funding source.  Ms Rooney responded that she anticipated spending 120 hours to write a grant in the amount of $163,000. She also noted that three other entities had requested her services but that two of the projects were not feasible and the other one fell under a different category. 

Edmond wondered who would be making the design sketch. Griffith responded that some of the initial work had been done by Dazzle Gardens, but that Ms Rooney would be responsible for the detailed design. Ms Rooney also noted the time frame in that she would like to submit a draft by mid March. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to authorize Staff to proceed with the contract with Jody Rooney to prepare an LCCMR Application with funds to come from the restricted cash KREEC logging account. Motion carried 4-1.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Lenny Bonander mentioned that the downtown streetlights and the decorative lights on Main Street were out. Atterbury welcomed Bonander back to the Council. Andrews noted that the streets needed to be plowed. Stadin pointed out that the sewer customers had all received letter regarding the upcoming inspections, and wondered what all the inspections entail. Griffith responded that the only things being inspected are sump-pumps. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Accept perpetual care payment and deed payment for S1/2 of Lot 12, Section C, 2nd Addition-Morris, 9B-Appoint Leonard Bonander Jr. to EDA, 9C-Appoint Leonard Bonander Jr. to the Golf and Finance staff committees, 9D-Appoint Leonard Bonander Jr. as Council liaison to Planning Commission, 9E-Authorize Administrator to attend workshop Brownfield Redevelopment-Feb 23 in St. Paul, 9F-Authorize Administrator to attend half-day workshop on medical properties development Feb 26 in Golden Valley, 9H-Fire Formula meeting with Townships to change Monday, February 22. Motion carried 5-0. 

Item 9G, Special Events application-Kettle River Paddle Fest, was removed for the Consent Agenda for addition discussion. Kettle River Paddlers has submitted a special events application and is asking that the City provide two port-a-potties for the event. 

Andrews asked who would be utilizing these pot-a-potties, and suggested that the newly remodeled bathroom might be sufficient. Bonander agreed that most of the Paddle Fest campers overnight in Banning State Park. However, he thought it would be nice to have at least one port-a-potty further down the river. He suggested, as before, that the City consider a donation box for overnight camping. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the special events permit for the Kettle River Paddlers, subject to submission of insurance binder, with the understanding that the City will provide one port-a-potty. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $119,092.01. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Resolution 2010-07

The City has recently secured the building at 914 State Highway 23 North at a cost of $2,559.78, the invoice of which was sent to the owner who was given 30 days to pay these costs. Since the City has not received payment, the next step is to assess these costs against the property. 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2010-07, a resolution providing for the collection of certain costs by special assessment pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 463.251 and 463.21 relating to securing of property located at 914 State Highway 23 North, Sandstone, Minnesota and setting a public hearing on March 3, 2010. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Appoint Fire Chief

The City is responsible for appointing the Fire Chief and has taken applications with the Personnel Committee interviewing three candidates. The Committee is recommending that the City offer this position to Steven De Chellis. 

Andrews strongly urged that the City, and possibly members of the Fire Department, meet with Mr. De Chellis face-to-face as a condition of offering the position. He noted that the Fire Fighters need a comfort level with their new Chief and that the Department cannot afford anymore exits. Additionally he pointed out that the Chief is paid and the volunteers are not. Edmond agreed that a face-to-face meeting is necessary, but did not feel that the Fire Fighters’ input should be sought. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to offer the position of Fire Chief to Steven De Chellis, subject to his acceptance and subject to all background checks, physicals etc. and a face-to-face meeting. Motion carried 5-0. 

Holding Tanks

The City has been asked by Verne Jensen to consider allowing the use of holding tanks on his single family housing development. The Council considered Pine County and State regulations as well as the Attorney’s input. 

Stadin stated that holding tanks are currently allowable on City property in certain circumstances. Andrews pointed out that it is not a realistic proposition. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to not make changes to the City Ordinance regarding holding tanks at this time. Motion carried 3-2. 

Records retention-Emails

The City is required by State law to maintain records of official communications. Due to the fact that emails are becoming the communication of choice, Staff is requesting that the Council consider a proposal from Revelation Network Management to archive and organize the City’s emails. 

No action taken at this time.

Televising City Council meetings

The City has been broadcasting Council meetings over cable TV for many years, and the equipment is in need of upgrade. Staff provided Council members with information regarding the GovTV program and the Granicus program, which would act as a broadcaster and archivist.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to find the costs of using GovTV or a similar firm to act as a host (archivist) and broadcaster for City Council meetings. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a memorandum from the Union regarding an increase in health insurance premiums. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that there was a Fire Formula meeting on February 22, and that there was an EDA Workshop on Feb 17 starting 5:30. He mentioned that there was a Sheriff’s Department summary of calls, and a letter to homeowners regarding Fire Department service call coverage. He highlighted an LMC Loss and Safety Control workshop in St. Cloud. He noted that the City had received twenty applications for the Golf Manager position. Finally, he thanked Andrews for his participation and efforts in helping make the City run.

RECESS 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to recess at 8:54.  Motion carried 5-0. 

The Mayor called the Council back into session at 9:15. 

Mayor Atterbury administered the Oath of Office to incoming Councilmember Leonard Bonander Jr. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:16 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

